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Prefatory Diſcourſe. 


WITHOUT an honeſt Uſe of our 

y natural Faculties, any Revelation 
is given in vain. For as the Gen- 

iles, when they had the means of 
"I knowing God, by a perverſe Uſe 
/ SY q 3 of Underſtanding, became vain 
in their Reaſonings, and ſunk into 
Idolatry and the moſt corrupt Practices; and as 
the Fews, under a clearer Light, had notwithſtand- 
ing found out Ways of Error and Falſhood to 
make the Commandment of God of none Effect; ſo 
alſo we Chriſtians, under our ſtill greater Light, may, 
as well as Gentiles and Fews, pervert Revelation, 
render it uſeleſs, or preſs it into the Service of our 
Luſts, without a faithful Endeavour to underſtand, 
and an upright Intention to follow the Scriptures, 
the great Rule of our Religion. And we all know 
this is more than barely poſſible. It is in fact true, 
that Chriſtians, in as lamentable a Degree, as 
either Pagans or Fews, have perverted, to Error and 
Wickedneſs, even the Grace and Truth the _ 
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of God in Perſon hath revealed to us. Witneſs 

that amazing Corruption of Religion, which for 
mare than a thouſand Tears hath prevailed in the 


. 


World under the Name of Chriſtianity, ©. | 


Tux Goſpel in itſelf is a moſt noble Scheme of 
Truth and Salvation, highly worthy of the Ma- 
zeſty, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God; but too 
plain and ſimple for Men of worldly Ambition, 
falſe Learning, and ſuperſtitious Heads. And, as 
theſe Characters have been found in every Age, 
there wanted not Men even in the Apoſtles Days, 
who began to tamper with Revelation, and to turn 
aſide to vain Jangling; to that degree, that ſome 
explained away the Doctrine of the Reſurrection, 
and others the b Incarnation of our Lord. By De- 
grees and Ways, too tedious to relate, Superſtition 
and Pride, human Wit, and corrupt Morals, made 
the boldeſt Innovations upon Scripture- Doctrine, 
Error producing and countenancing Error, till all 
was filled with Perplexity and Confuſion, Darkneſs 
and Uncertainty; and Articles of Faith, quite un- 
known to the Apoſtles, were openly profeſſed, 
and with a furious Zeal contended for. 


To ſupport theſe Innovations the Scriptures were 
violently tortured, and made to ſpeak a Senſe they 
never intended. But being in many Points too 
ſtubborn to yield to any Force that could be offer- 

. ed, they were in Proceſs of Time laid aſide, as 

doubtful and obſcure, and human Tradition and 

Authority ſubſtituted in their room. A pretended 

infallible Judge was ſet up to determine Faith, 

decide Controverſies, and to govern the Church. 

Moreover, a new kind of Learning was invented, 

conſiſting of abſtract Notions, whimſical and un- 

intelligible Terms of Art, ſubtle ae 
| Ir1VQ=- 


* 1 Cor. xv. 12. DI ahn iv. 3. 


TT 
frivolous Diſtinctions; whereby the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity was changed into dark and intricate 


Schemes above the Capacity of the Vulgar, and 


fitted to ſerve all the Purpoſes of Error and. ſpiri- 
tual Uſurpatioun. 8 | 


Fox this falſe and: deluſive Learning, Schools 
were ere@ed, Profeſſors created, and the Study of 
it conferred Habits of Diſtinction, Titles of Ho- 


— OR " a nnn 
n — N Y B & PRONE > . * "IP R * bk Beds, 
N R ih 484. - a6 - * N s N F * 
, = I : I. n 9 3 2 8 * 
W - —_ 
«: 


nour, great Wealth, and high Pre-eminence. In 


thoſe Schools a thouſand Cobwebs were woven, and 
a thouſand idle Books were written, containing an 
inextricable Maze of Deception, and, under the 
ſpecious Forms of Ratiocination, intoxicating the 


Minds of Men, pleaſing their Vanity, and puffing 


them up with a Perſuaſion, they were poſſeſſed of 


ſuperior Attainments and Abilities. Whereas in- 


deed their Fancies were illuded with Shadows and 


Fictions, Dreams and Chimeras ; and their ſuppoſed 
Abilities were only the Art of glozing over Ertor, 
and quibbling away the Truth. But in the mean 


hs 2 p 


time, how was the Beauty of Religion deformed, _ | 
and its Purity corrupted ? What Controverſies were 


ſtarted, and how wiſely decided ? How did the 
Learned bewilder and confound themſelves ? And 
when Inconſiſtencies proved too glaring and un- 
tractable, then, to eaſe themſelves, and filence im- 
portunate Enquiry, Myſtery was made a convenient 
Name and Cover for Abſurdity ; and People were 


taught it was their Duty to believe what they could 
not underſtand, N 5 


In the mean while, the Papal Authority exerted 


itſelf in forbidding Enquiry, and ſuppreſſing the 
Uſe of Underſtanding in Religious Matters, in 
commanding an implicite Belief of whatever the 
Church pronounced to be Chriftian Faith, and in 
_ declaring thoſe to be Hereticts, under ſeveral odious 


—— — 


Names, 
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Names, and caſting them out of the Communion! 
of the Church, who dared to look into the Scrip- 
tures, and were honeſt enough to believe only what 

they found therein. 


Bur this was not enough: The Power of he 
Magiſtrate was called in “; and whom the Falla- 
cies of School-Learning, or the Authority of the 
infallible Head could not convince, the ſecular 
Arm was to compel. The Kings of the Earth, 
inſenſible of their own Intereſts and thoſe of Man- 
kind, eſtabliſhed by their Laws this ſpurious Re- 
ligion, and proſtituted their Power to the unjuſt 
Decrees of Inquiſitions and ſpiritual Courts falſely 
ſo called. Hence came Impriſonments, Fines, Ba- 
niſhments, Tortures, and the cruelleſt Kinds of 
Death. Hence flowed a Sea of Blood, and under 
the Name of Jeſus, the King of Peace and Savi- 
our of Mankind, the moſt direful Tragedies were 
+ acted, and thouſands of valuable Lives deſtroyed, 

| Thus were People deterred from Inquiry; thus 
their Underſtandings were ſubdued into the moſt 
abject Ignorance, and their Conſciences humbled 
into the molt ſervile Worſhip of the Beaſt, the 
uſurped Dominion of ambitious Prieſts. 


Tais is ROMISH POPERY. Whereby, as 
Revelation foretold, the Goſpel, which is the Power 
of God to promote Goodneſs, Love, Humility 
and Benevolence amongſt Men, is unnaturally 
turned into an Engine of Uſurpation, Pride, Ty- 
ranny, Hatred, Malice, and all Manner of Miſ- 
chief. 


To this Sort of Popery our firſt Reformers, ha 
two hundred Years ago, gave a violent Shock, by 
ſepa- 

* The firſt Step of this kind was in the Reign of Conſtantine - 


the Great, who baniſhed thoſe Biſhops and Preſbyters that 819292 
not { abſeribe the Nicene Creed. 


CZ] 
ſeparating from the Church of Rome, caſting off 
the Pope's Supremacy and Infallibility, tranſlating 
the Scriptures into the vulgar Tongues, and aſſert- 
ing them alone to be the only Rule of Faith and 
Doctrine. But having been born and educated in 
the Error and Superſtition of Popery, we cannot 
ſuppoſe, at their firſt emerging out of that profound 
Darkneſs, their Minds were at once compleatly 
illuminated. Many groſs Errors they rejected, 
ſome they retained. But the grand Miſtake was, 
after they had drawn Schemes of Faith from the 
Scriptures, honeſtly no doubt, and to the beſt of 
their Abilities, either they or their Followers, as if 
they had delivered the whole of Scripture-Truth, 
without any Mixture of Error, erected thoſe 
Schemes, tho? differing very much from one ano- 
ther, into Rules to be univerſally received. The 
Scriptures were permitted to be read, but only in 
the Senſe of thoſe Schemes. Any that diſputed 
them were loaded with odious Party-Names, and 
Chriſtian Profeſſors were again led to diſparage and 
hate, to caſt out and ſeparate from one another, 
on account of Difference in Sentiments; in which 
yet they could not but differ, ſeeing that a free 
and peaceable Study of God's Word was not al- 
lowed them. In Proteſtant Schools they that were 
educated for the Miniſtry were taught the Doctrine 
they were to preach, not from the Holy Scriptures, 
but from Syſtems of Divinity, after the Model of 
the Popiſh School-men, and taken chiefly from 
them. Their abſtra&t metaphyſical Notions, Terms 
of Art, Diviſions and Diſtinctions were retained, 
and ſtill applied to Chriſtian Principles. Among 
Proteſtants their ſeveral Creeds and Churches were 
eſtabliſned by the ſecular Power, and the Magi- 
ſtrate required his People to believe after the par- 
ticular Confeſſion or Articles he eſpouſed. * Sub- 
ſcription to human Schemes was 9 ; 
Con- 


[8] 
Con + - - ns and Committees for preſerving the Puriy of 
Faith were erected ; Men were conſtituted Judges 
of Seripture · Doctrine for whole Nations and Sein. 
munities, and Conſcience was again made reſpon- 
fible to earthly Tribunals. Worldly Emoluments 


were annexed to a ſuppoſed right Be ef, ane 2325 
Penalties inflicted upon Recuſants. 


_ Tris is PROTESTANT POP ER Z: which, 
tho* in ſome Reſpects better than the ROMIS 7 


is yet more inconſiſtent, becauſe it renounceth N 


fallibility, and yet impoſeth and perſecuteth as if 
infallible ; rejecteth human Authority, and yet in 
many Caſes pleadeth and reſteth upon it; laſtly, 
permitteth the Scriptures to be read, but not un- 
derſtood ; or, which is all one, to 'be underſtood 


only in the Senſe of Schemes formed and eſtabliſhed | 
by Men. 


Tx Is kind of Popery in England the Diſſenters 
about ſeventy Years ago conſiderably weakened, 
by refuſing Submiſſion to ſome Forms and Rules 
preſcribed by human Wiſdom, and eſtabliſhed by 
an Authority, and by declaring a-new, that 
the Scriptures are the only Rule of Faith and Wor- 
ſhip. But ſtill the primitive Diſſenters had their 
own Rules of human Compoſure, which they ſup- 
poſed were agreeable to Scripture: The School- 
Pe was in the ſame Eſteem with them, as 
with other Proteſtants; in their Schools it was 
taught, and by it their Schemes were explained 
and defended. Their Miniſters were not indeed 
explicitely required by them to aſſent and conſent to 
any preſcribed Forms of Faith, ſaving what are 
Scriptural ; but yet by Cuſtom and tacit Conſent 
ſome Books, and the Opinions of ſome Men, paſſed 
for the Standards of Orthodoxy ; and it was ex- 
pected Miniſters ſhould ſhape their Doctrine accord- 


ing 


+ 7. 2 
ing to them. Thus things went on till within 
about forty years; when LIBERT VV at the Revolu- 
tion, O bright, auſpicious Day ! reared up her hea- 
venly Form, and ſmiled upon our happy Land. 
Delivered from the fears of Tyranny and Perſecu- 
tion, Men begun freely to uſe their Underſtand- 
ings ; the Scriptures were examined with more At- 
tention and Care, and their true Senſe, ſetting aſide 
human Comments, and eſpecially the Jargon and 
Sophiſtry of School- Divinity, was ſought after. 
Then ſome unſcriptural Propoſitions being diſcover- 
ed in the Books and Catechiſms, which the Diſ- 
ſenters in Fact, tho? not in Profeſſion, had made 
the Rule of Faith, ſome Miniſters begun to vary 
from them, and falſe Alarms were ſpread among 
the Laity, as if the Fundamentals of Religion were 
ſtruck at. Within the laſt 20 Years, ſince the 
Confirmation of LIBERTY by the Acceſſion of 
the preſent Royal Family, greater Freedom of En- 
quiry hath been uſed, and many among us have 
generouſly declared for it“; while others, tena- 
cious of the received Opinions, as ſtiff oppoſed it. 
Hereupon ſome few Congregatioſſs have divided; 
ſome Miniſters, that could not fall in with common 
Schemes, have been caſt out as unfit to officiate in 
the ſacred Office, tho? otherwiſe Men of the firſt 
Accompliſhments and Characters. 


Tas is DISSENTING POPERY. For 


Popery is not mere Error, ſeeing the beſt of Pro-’ 
| | B . teſtants 


* An Inſtance we have of this in that noble Stand made for 
Liberty at Sa/ters-Hall in the Year 1720 ; when in a full Body 
of Diſſenting Miniſters in and about London, it was put to the 
Vote, whether Subſcription ſhould be required to the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, and carried in the Negative. This ſhould always 
be remembered to their Honour, as being the only Inſtance, 
perhaps, that can be produced out of Church-Hiſtory, for many 
_ Centuries, of any Synod of Miniſters, declaring in Favour of 
Religious Liberty | 


teſtants may be in Error more or leſs : But Popery. 
is human Infallibility and Perſecution, wherever they 
are found, whether among Papiſts or Diſſenters. 
Human Infallibility is making the Judgment or Wri- 
tings of any Man, or Body of Men, ſince the 
| Apoſtles Days, the Rule of Chriſtian Faith, not 
to be doubted, queſtioned, or departed from. Per- 
ferution is any Degree of "his or any Kind of 
Injury done to thoſe who differ from us in religions 
Sentiments. And if human Infallibility and Perſe- 
cution are found among Proteſtants in general, and 
Diſſenters in particular; it is true, they ſo far retain 
4 Species of Popery, as they ground their Faith 
upon human Schemes, and hate and injure thoſe 
that reject them. An Inſtance of both theſe An- 
tichriſtian Principles you have in the following 
NarRATivE ; wherein you find a Diſſenting Mi- 
niſter openly avowing and acting upon them. 


Taz Article, about which he thought fit to ex- 

| erciſe his Zeal, he hath delivered in two Propoſi- 
E tions. The firſt, excepting the Words, all Divine 
| | Perfectious, is taken out of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 
and is this, Ibetber there are three Perſons in the 
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and whether theſe three are one God, the ſame in Sub- 
ſttance, and equal in all Divine Perfeftions and Glory? 
The other is, Whether Feſus Chriſt is the one, true, 
fupreme God, the ſame with the Father in Nature, and 
equal with him in all Divine Perfeftions ? Which laſt 
ſeemeth to be framed by himſelf, For it will be 
difficult to find any Creed or Confeſſion that ex- 
preſly affirmeth Jeſus Chriſt to be THE one, true, 
ſupreme God, However, they are both certainly 
Unſcriptural, and can no where be found in the 
Sacred Writings. But this Gentleman is firmly 
perſuaded they are Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 

And, if he choſe to think ſo, it don't appear that 


Fl 
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any body was inclined to give him any Diſturbance, 
but that he might have enjoyed his Opinions in 
Peace. 1 e "OP 


Bur too true it is, Schemes of Men's own de- 
viſing are commonly contended for, with great Zeal 
and Uncharitableneſs, while Truth paſſeth on coolly, 
moleſted indeed often, but not moleſting. Unmo- 
lefted as this Gentleman was, in a happy Land of 
Peace and Liberty, he could not reſt, but caſt an 
unfriendly Eye upon thoſe he ſuppoſed to differ 
from him: And one of them, unhappily chancing 
to be within the Sphere of his Influence, felt the 
genuine Effects of it. He was not ſure he was an 
Heretict, but the Man kept Company with Here- 
zicks ; he is ſuſpected of Hereſy ; a Plot is laid to 
detect him; inſnaring, unſcriptural Queſtions are 

ropoſed to him. Being too honeſt to anſwer fur- 
ther than he had a Warrant in Revelation, this 
Gentleman, too much in the Language of an In- 
quiſitor, inſults him, chargeth him with Obſtinacy, 
Stupidity, Blaſphemy ; ſets him in an ill Light be- 
fore his Fellow-Chriſtians, preacheth inflaming Ser- 
mons, brings him to a formal Trial, treats him 
with Contempt, with Difficulty admits his Defence, 
neglects it, deters his Friends, by threatening to 
fix Hereſy upon them too, if they appeared on his 
Behalf; firſt ſuſpends, and not long after caſts him 
out of the Society as an Heathen and Infidel. Fur- 
ther than- this, Thanks be to God, he could not 


W1iTa what mind he reflecteth upon his own 
Conduct, is beſt known to himſelf. But is it poſ- 
ſible he ſhould review it without ſome Remorſe? 
Let every zrue Proteſtant judge if this is not the 
very Spirit of Popery. How could Mr. S. cenfure, 
or do the leaſt unkind Thing to a Man, whoſe 

1 LO a Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Life and Converſation he could. not blame ? 
How durſt he charge him with Hereſy,” who pro- 
feſſed an hearty Aﬀent to the Word of God, and 
a fincere Intention to live according to it? How 
durſt he preſume to caſt a Man out of Chriſtian 
Communion, who made a full, clear, and unex- 
ceptionable Confeſſion of his Faith, according to 
ihe Scriptures of Truth ?. A Confeſſion, in the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, ſufficient to have intitled him 
to Fellowſhip with Apoſtles, and the Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt? How durſt he judge his Brother, or 
ſet at nought his Brother? Doth he not indeed be- 
lieve, we ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment-Seat 
of Chriſt? And with what Face will he appear 
before the Lord of Life in that Day, who hath 
perſecuted, and caſt out one of his Diſciples ? What! 
not one Word of Charity and Forbearance in all 
the Affair? The only Method by which Chriſtians 
are directed to govern themſelves amidſt all their 
unavoidable Diſputes : Not one Hint of brotherly 
Kindneſs ? Not one Inſtance of Moderation, Mo- 
deſty, and Lowlineſs of Mind? What! nothing of 
the Goſpel Miniſter, but all over Inquiſitor, from 
one End to the other ? Will he ſay it was done in 
Defence of the Truth? But where hath our Lord, 
in ſuch a Caſe, given him any Authority thus to Je: 
fend the Truth! ? They that are of the Truth, are 
of a Spirit quite different from this. And will he 
call the aforeſaid Propoſitions the Truth? Do they 
not ſtare in his Face as the moſt glaring Abſurdi- 
ties? How can he perſuade himſelf, that one Per- 

fon, who is THE one, true, and ſupreme God, ſhould 
be the ſame with another diſtinct Perfon, who is 
allo THE one, true, and ſupreme God ? Doth he not 
ſee that it is abſurd, that either She one, true, ſupreme 
God ſhould conſiſt 'of two Parts, two Perſons, or 
intelligent - Beings, or that there ſhould be two, 
one, ith and tupreme Gods ? ? Will he take San- 
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5 
ctuary in the School-Learning ? There indeed this 
Point, and ſome others that were connected with 
it, have been laboured for many Ages down to 
the preſent Generation; but only to the multiply- 
ing of Ablurdity, couched under high ſwelling 
Words of Vanity; ſuch as Eutiiy, Trin. Unity, Quad. 
dity, Quiddity, Formalities, Eſſentialities, Primalities, Con- 
ſulbſtantiality, neceſſary Emanation, hypeſtatical Union, mu- 
tual Circumplexion, a Trinity of Modes, Communication of * 
Properties, Oeconomical, Co-eſſential, -Co-equal, Co-eter- 
nal. Theſe, Chriſtian, are the barbarous Sounds, 
unknown to the pure and divine Mouth of thy 
Saviour, and the inſpired Voice of his Apoſtles, 
whereby the Principles of thy Religion, in them 
ſelves noble and heavenly, ſimple and plain ta 
eyery Capacity, have been worked into pompous 
Nonſenſe, and profound Darkneſs. Strange ! how 
| hath human Pride exulted in Ignorance, decked 
with the Tinſel of ſenſeleſs Terms ? Strange ! how 
have Divines, otherwiſe ſober and pious, deluded 
themſelyes and others, by the Sorcery of School» 
Learning? By the bold Suppoſitions, and idle 
Whimſies of their own Brains? Will he plead Scrip- 
ture? But the Scripture faith, the Son of God 
tied and humbled himſelf, that the Word became Fleſh, - 
and dwelt among us ; that being rich, for our ſakes be 
became poor: And can theſe Things be true, of 
THE one, true, and ſupreme God, who is neceſſarily 
unchangeable, and cannot poſſibly be emptied, 
humbled, made Fleſh, or become poor? That he 

and the Father are one, the Scripture affirms, Jobn 
x. 30. and clearly explaineth in what Senſe they 
are one, Jobn xvii. 11, 21, 22. 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7, 8. 
But that - Chriſt is THE one, rue, ſupreme God, the 
ſame in Subſtance and Nature with the Father, | the 
Scripture no where affirms. - On the contrary, the ' 
Father, as diſtinguiſhed from Jeſus . Chriſt, is ex- 
preſly faid to be ſhe only true God, John xvii. 3. _ 


[14] | 
if with hard ſtraining, and far-fetched Deductions, 
he fancieth he hath found any thing in Scripture 
that favoureth a Notion ſo repugnant to right Rea- 
ſon, may he not juſtly ſuſpect that he is deceived, 
that he erreth, not knowing the Scriptures ? The 
Scriptures,, through Careleffneſs, or ſomething 
worſe, may be perverted to the vileſt Purpoſes of 
Error and . Deluſion. Should a Man take it into 
his Head to defend Tranſubſtaniiation, he may pro- 
. duce: Proofs ſeemingly clearer from Scripture, than 
this Gentleman for his Propoſition. For Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, there is an expreſs Text in the Letter, 
this is my Body; but let him ſhew us where it is 
ſaid, Chriſt Feſus is the one, true, ſupreme God, the 
fame in Subſtance with the Father. He that attempts 
to prove ſuch Contradictions from Scripture, doth 
but attempt to deſtroy the Truth of Scripture. In- 
deed Mr. S. ſhould re-conſider his Actions, examine 
his Heart and his Faith: And if he is fo faſt bound 
in the Chains of Prepoſſeſſion, that he cannot cor- 
rect his Miſtake, he ſhould, however, labour to 
attain a chriſtian, charitable Spirit. 


- In this Scene of Perſecution he appeareth to 
have been the Principal; but the Congregation 
muſt come in as Acceſſories. By their Votes, Mr. 
Rawſon, as much as in them lay, was cut off from 
the Church of God, and the Communion of Saints; 
and poſſibly with the ſame blind Zeal, as Papiſts 
formerly joined their Prieſts in the Condemnation 


and terrible Executions of the faithful Servants of 


God, For are they ſure Mr. Rawſon is not a Ser- 
_ vant of Jeſus Chriſt. ? To every unprejudiced Eye 
he appearethi to be a Man who durſt not violate 
his Conſcience, or betray the Truth, either to ſe- 
cure their Favour, or avoid their unkind Uſage. 
And have they abuſed a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who. avowed: the Truth of the Goſpel, in a 
: 1 ition 


151 : 
fition to their Ignorance and III- will? Do they 
know for what they caſt him out ? Have they im- 
partially weighed and examined the Point upon 
which he was charged? Have: they carefully, and 
without Prejudice, ſtudied and compared the Scrip- | 
tures upon this Head ? Or do they believe only = 
upon the Teſtimony of Men, and the Biaſs of Edu- 
cation? Dare they venture their own Salvation, 
upon the Juſtneſs of their Conduct in this Affair, 
or the Truth of ſpeculative Points and diſputable 
Propoſitions ? For if they have perſecuted and caſt 
out one of Chriſt's Diſciples, they have certainly 
brought themſelves into Danger; and that Text, 
Mat. xvili. 6. looks upon them with a dreadful Af- 
pect; whoſo ſpall offend one of theſe little ones which 
believe in me, whoever ſhall deſpiſe or diſcourage, 
perſecute or ſeduce any of thoſe humble and inno- 
cent Perſons, which believe and obey the Goſpel, 
it were better for him that a Mill-flone were hanged 
about his Neck, and that be were drowned in the Depth 
of the Sea. Plead not a Profeſſion of Religion ; 
ſay not we did it for God's Glory; imagine not 
that Prayers, religious Exerciſes, and devout At- 
tendance upon Ordinances, will either annul or 
extenuate the Sin. There have been Men, who 
hated and caſt out their Brethren, that trembled at 
God's Word, for his Names Sale; and who in 
perpetrating ſuch horrid Impiety faid, Let the Lord 
be glorified, Iſai. Ixvi. 5. Many of thoſe who flew 
the Lord of Life, were great Pretenders to Re- 
ligion, and conſtant Attendants upon the Temple- 
Service; and could boaſt they were no Extortion- 
ers, Unjuſt, Adulterers ; that they faſted twice 
a Week, and gave Tythes of all they poſſeſſed. 
Our Saviour, John xvi. 2. foretels his Servants 
would be perſecuted, not only by the openly pro- 
fane, but by ſuch as would think thereby they did 
God Service; and iheſe Things (faith he, v. 3.) 2 
„ oy 
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they do unto you, becauſe they have not known the Father 
nor me, Would not therefore any one, who wiſheth 
well to this Religious Society, earneſtly exhort them 
to conſider, if they have not thus deceived them- 
ſelves, and made Religion a Cover to Perſecution ? 
Let no Man deceive them; there's no true Re- 
ligion without Charity; ſee 1 Cor. xii. Pretend 
not a Power and Liberty in every Congregation, 
to caſt out and take in as they pleaſe. Such a 
Power they undoubtedly have, in Oppoſition to 
all human Power, and ſo far as they touch no 
Man's Civil Rights; but not in Oppoſition to 
Truth, and the Laws of the Goſpel ; not to ty- 
.rannize and domineer over one another's Conſci- 
ences; not as if they were accountable to no Au- 
thority but their own z becauſe they are account- 
able to no human Authority. They muſt certainly 
ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, and if 
they have held up their Hands in an uncharitable 
Condemnation and Excluſion of a true Diſciple, 
how will they hold up their Hands at that awful 
Bar? Every one concerned in this Fact ſhould com- 
mune in private with his own Heart upon theſe 
Things, as he valueth the Life of his own Soul. 


Bor are theſe the Principles of the Diſſenting 
Cauſe ? If ſo, then every one ſeeth they ſtand in 


direct Oppoſition to Peace, Truth and Liberty, 


and are calculated only to enſlave the Conſeience, 
and to promote Error, Faction and Perſecution. 
And every honeſt Man will heartily wiſh ſuch Prin- 
ciples, whereſoever they are found, may, as they 
certainly will, be entirely demoliſhed. Being con- 
-*trary to Truth and Charity, the Providence of 
God will fight againſt them, to introduce the happy 
- reformed State of the Church predicted in & 
Revelation, | 


BuT 


= 
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Bur the Error of a few muſt not be charged 
upon a whole Body. Theſe are not the Principles 
of the Diſſenting Cauſe, The Principles of the 
Diſſenters as ſuch are theſe : That the Scriptures are 


the only Rule of Chriſtian Faith; that human Schemes, 
Creeds and Confeſſions, Forms and Modes, in Faith or 
Worſhip, are to be rejected, if impoſed as neceſſary Terms 
of Communion ;, and if otherwiſe, only to be received at 
Pleaſure, by whomſorver impoſed, The Diſſenting 


Principles are Liberty, private Fudgment, free En- 


quiry, and free Profeſſion, Peace and Charity, mutual 
Forbearance, Moderation, and Good-will towards all 
Mankind. And theſe are Principles which Men of 
the beſt Senſe and Fortunes need not be aſhamed 
to own and eſpouſe. Theſe Principles, which the 
Diſſenters hold in common with all true Proteſtants, 
are indeed no other than thoſe of univerſal Chriſti- 
anity 3 and will ſtand as long as there is Truth, 
Honeſty and Humanity in the Earth, or a Good 
and Almighty God in en 5 » 


INFALLIBILITY and Perſecution are widely 


remote from the Principles of Difſenters as ſuch z 
and this Narrative is publiſhed, not to expoſe Mr. 
S. or his Congregation, much leſs to diſparage the 
Diſſenting Cauſe, but to vindicate and guard it, 


by holding up this Caſe before their Eyes, that they 


may ſee how much ſuch Practices are a Contradi- 
ction to their Profeſſion and avowed Principles, how 
odious in themſelves, and how injurious to true Re- 
ligion; that unwary Minds may not be deceived 


into the worſt of Crimes, and that this Spirit may 


not ſpread among us to our Ruin. And of this, 
it muſt be confeſſed, there is ſome Danger. A 
Spirit of Infallibility and Perſecution is in Fact ſtirring 
among us. But for the Love of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and the Truth which he hath ſealed with _ 


his own Blood, let us conſider what we are doing. 


C 9 Shall © 
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Shall we go on thus to debaſe our Glory? To ſink 
ourſelves into a mean, contemptible Party; a ſorry, 
deſpicable Faction? Shall we ſeal up the Lips of 
Truth, that its divine Voice may no more be heard 
in our Aſſemblies ? Shall we come at laſt to the 
ugly, antichriſtian Work of ejecting and ſilencing, 
even our ableit Men, and our moſt upright Mem- 
bers? Was it for this our worthy Anceſtors ſo brave- 
ly aſſerted and ſecured our Civil and Religious 
Rights? Are not ſuch Methods as theſe the Way _ 
to deter Men from ſearching the Scriptures, and 
examining the Principles of their Religion ? But 
then we ſhall be religious we know not why, and 
Error once received will be for ever retained ; then 
we ſhall be reduced to the Principles of Popery, 
blind implicit Faith, and human Tradition. To 
what Purpoſe is our boaſted Liberty, if we dare 
not uſe it? To what Purpoſe do we enjoy the 
Light, if we may not open our Eyes to it? To 
what Purpoſe the Word of God, if we muſt not 
ſeek for its real and genuine Senſe ; but muſt be 
tied to the Dictates and Sentiments of any Divines 
that have been or now are ? How can we, without 
the groſſeſt Inconſiſtency, pray in our publick Aſ- 
ſemblies, that the Reformation may be carried on to 
ſtill greater Degrees of Perfection; if in our Practice 
we defeat the very Bleſſing we deſire ? What Ad- 
vantage hath the Diſſenter, if not to reform, with- 
out the Formalities and Delays of human Laws 
and Edicts, whatever ſhall be diſcovered to be at 
any Time, or in any Reſpect, wrong in his Scheme ? 
Why doth he reject human Impoſitions in one Way, 
it he tamely ſubmits to them in another ? Our 
Forefathers rejected what they thought was of hu- 
man Invention ; and what we find to be fo that 
eſcaped them, we, upon their Principles are to 
reject ; otherwiſe we only exchange one kind of 


Bondage for another, and while we refuſe Eſtabliſh- 
| 8 ments 
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ments by Law, we ſhall come under the no leſs 
_ grievous Eſtabliſhments of Cuſtom. 


Axp if this Spirit is let looſe among us, what 
Ravages will it make in Congregations ? What 
Fires will it kindle ? What Animoſities, Conten- 
tions and Diviſions will it create? How will it lay 
waſte Peace and Love, and Brotherly-kindneſs, the 
grand Virtues of the Goſpel; go on to ſpread 
Deiſm, and make Chriſtianity, through the falſe 
Principles, and inhuman Practices of Chriſtians, 
the Scorn and Deteſtation of the World ? Thus 
the very Men, who profeſs great Zeal for 1 


the Power of Religion, will be found the greate 
Obſtructers of it. | | | 


How different from this, how amiable, happy 
and honourable is the Spirit of the Goſpel, Peace, 
Love, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, mutual 
Forbearance, candid Allowance for Infirmity and 
Miſtake, an honeſt Endeavour to promote Know- 
ledge, impartial Study and Search of the Scrip- 
tures, free Communication and ready Admittance 
of what is found in them ? Theſe are the Virtues 
which make us truly Chriſtian ; thus we ſhall grow 
up into Chriſt in all Things; thus our Hearts, and 

in time our Heads too, will be united, as far as 
the preſent State of Things will admit; thus Re- 
ligion will flouriſh and ſhine with a charming Luſtre 
in the Eyes of the World. 

Ir the Diſſenters ſtand firm in Liberty and 
Love; if they liſt themſelves under no other Head 
and Leader but Chriſt alone; if they refuſe all 
Party-Schemes, and ſtand upon the ſingle Baſis of 
univerſal Chriſtianity ; if they allow the free Study 
of the Bible, and encourage the Labours of their 
honeſt and learned men; if they are ſtedfaſtly 
determined to eſtabliſh their Faith, Practice, and 

| C2 | o 
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Worſhip, upon the Word of God alone, as it ſhall 1 1 


from time to time be made known unto them; 
and upon this Bottom, and no other, have true 
Affection to one another, and to all Men; then 
they will act up to their own true Principles: And 
tho? they may not be able at once to bring the 
whole Body of Truth out of Revelation, yet the 
Day will ſhine ſtill brighter upon them; and their 
Cauſe, thus ſet upon its proper Baſis, will ſtand, 
nor ſhall the Gates of Hell prevail againſt it. But 
if ever they abandon Liberty and Love; if they 

ſtiffly adhere to Party-Names and Schemes; if they 
| Jet Bounds to Scripture-Knowledge, and preſump- 
tuouſly ſay, Hither ſhalt thou go, and no further; if 
they diſcourage the Honeſt and Learned, that 
would throw in more Light and Truth among 


them, they will become weak, and waſte, and 
dwindle into nothing. 


The End of the Prefatory Diſcourſe. 


NARRATIVE. 
Mr. Joſeph Rawſon's CASE, 


R. James Sloſs, who is now one of the 
9 Paſtors of the Congregational Church 
* 25 at Noltingbam, when he firſt came from 
Scotland to this Place, boarded at 
Mr. Joſeph Rawſon's Houſe, who has 
been a Member of that Church twelve Years or 
more; this gave an Opportunity of their frequent 
converſing together, and talking freely upon a va- 
riety of ſubjects, | | | 
Mr. Sies leaving his Houſe a conſiderable time 
ſince, and Mr. R being brought into diſtreſs, 
and his Affairs into diforder, occaſioned by the un- 
happy Conduct of another Perſon; he was neceſ- 
ſitated to apply to his Creditors, and deſire them to 
take the beſt Compoſition he was able to A and 


in order to bring this about, he was kindly aſſiſted 
a by 


[22] ; 
by a Perſon of another Society, who was by ond 

eſteemed Heretical. This naturally led Mr. R---n © 
to be more frequently with that Perſon than here- 
tofore. | 

May 17th, 1736. Mr. I- þ and one of the 

* Deacons, came to Mr, Rus Houſe, and told 
him, that they ſuſpected he was not ſound ; obſerv- 
ing he kept company with Hereticks ; and at the 
fame time Mr. $/-- /s delivered to him a Paper con- 
raining the following Queſtion ; ; 


Whether there are three Perſons in the Godbead, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
whether theſe three are one God, the ſame in Sub- 

ſtance, and equal in all Divine Perfections and 
Glory ? 


Mr. R---z having read it, aſked, Whether it 
was expelted he ſhould anſwer in the very ſame words of 
the Queſtion ? 

S. If it be in the ſame Senſe, it will do, 

R. Suppoſe J cannot directly anſwer io your Senſe of 
the Queſtion, muſt I follow the Diftates of my own Con- 
ſcience, or play the Hypocrite with God, with You, and 
with my own Conſcience ? 

S. Follow the Dictates of your own Conſcience, 
to be ſure. ; 

R. Suppoſe I follow the Dittates of my own Conſci- 
| ence, and happen to differ from your Senſe of the Queſtion, 
_ would be the Conſequence of that? 

If you differ, then 1 would as foon communi- 
= with an Heathen, or an Infidel, as with you. 

R. Suppoſe any diſpute ſhould ariſe upon this account, 
obo muſt determine between us, the Society or a Synod of 


Ministers? 


SID - 


Mr. Sherbrook, 
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S. To be ſure the Church “*, for the Church 18 


the firſt and laſt reſort in this Country. 


Three days were allowed Mr. Rawſon to return 
his Anſwer, in which time he waited on Mr. S--s, 
and deſired his Anſwer to the following Queſtions. 


iſt, Whether to Chriſtians in general, and to all Pro- 
teſtants in particular, the Scriptures containing the 
Old and New Teſtaments, be the beſt and only Rule 
of Faith ? 5 
2d. Whether the Schemes or Explications of am Men 
whatſoever, can be of that Uſe and Authority in 
matters of Faith, as the very Words and Expreſ- 

. frons of the Scriptures ? TT 
To the firſt Mr. $---s writ in anſwer, Yes. 
To the ſecond, as follows; 75 
When Hereticks deny the true Senſe of Scrip- 
ture-words, their aſſenting to Scripture- words 
is not a ſufficient Mean, by which we can un- 


derſtand their Sentiments to be according to 
the Word 9. 


When 


* In this Mr. 8% conformed to the Rules of the Society, 
contrary to his Confeſſion of Faith, declared at his Ordination. 

+ The meaning of this Reply evidently is, That aſſenting to 
the Schemes and Explications of Men, is more ſufficient than aſ- 
ſenting to Scripture-words, to determine, whether Men's Sen- 
timents are according to Scripture. If ſo, then it followeth, That 
the Schemes, &c. of Men, are a Rule by which the Senſe of 
Scripture-words is to be tried and judged ; and then Scripture- 
words are not ſufficient to aſcertain their own Senſe ; and ther 
the Scriptures have no certain Senſe, and conſequently are no 
Rule of Faith, or right Sentiment without the Schemes, &c, of 
Men ; and then the 3 are a Rule only ſo far as they are 
regulated by another Rule; and then the Scriptures are not the 
only Rule of Faith, nor in themſelves any Rule at all. Which 


ſhews Mr. S. forgot himſelf, when he aſſented to this Propoſi- 


tion, That the Scriptures are the beſt and only Rule of Faith. If 
he ſhall ſay, that he means, Mens aſſenting to Scripture-words 
is no Argument they take them right. True. But vm 
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2 PR”. 
When Mr. R. had received theſe Anſwers in 
in writing, he gave his Anſwer to their firſt Que- 
ſtion in the following manner: FEE 
. Whether there are three Perſons in the Godhead, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ? | 
Anſ. That there are three Perſons in the God- 
head, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
is what I verily believe. | nk 
Q. And whether theſe three are one God ? 
 Anſ. And that theſe three are one“, is what I 
believe. 

Q. The ſame in Subſtance, and equal in all Divine 
Perfections and Glory? | 
Anſ. As to being the ſame in Subſtance, this is 
not a Term to be found in my Bible, as applicable 
to the Almighty ; and fo I paſs that over as a cap- 

„ ; tious 


he further implieth, That in order to underſtand, whether Men 
take the Words of Scripture right, we muſt uſe the Mean of 
human Schemes, he ſuppoſeth evidently, That Scripture-words 
cannot be reduced to a certain Senſe ; and conſequently, that they 
are uſeleſs and unintelligible, without the Interpoſition of human 
Schemes. Which he cannot bat ſee is falſe, and an high indig- 
nity offered to the Scriptures, and the Author of them, who 
would never mock us with a diſcovery of his Grace for the Salva- 
tion of all Men, learned and unlearned, which doth not ſuffici- 
ently explain itſelf. To what purpoſe hath God ſpoken to us by 
his Son from Heaven, or why hath the Holy Ghoft employed his 
Wiſdom to chooſe proper words to convey to us the Divine Will, 
if thoſe words are not ſufficient to that end without human 
: Schemes? which Schemes by the bye, do not agree, but vary 
much, in giving us the Senſe of Scripture. Thus Popiſh Princi. 
ples, under what Form ſoever profeſſed, always turn out in the ruin 
of Revelation, and the advancement of human Wiſdom and Autho- 
rity, above that which is divine, , | 
Upon reading this, Mr. S—s faid, hy don't you add the 
word God in your Anſwer? Mr. R—# taking a Bible, ſaid, 
I will aflign you a Reaſon, and read Rev. xxii. 18. For I teig 
wnto every Man that heareth the awords of the Prophecy of this 
Book, if any Man ſhall add unto theſe things, God jhall add unto 
him the * that are awritten in this Book; and if any Man 
Hall take away from the words of the Book of this Prophecy, God 
Hall take away his part out of the Book of Life, &c. 
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tivus Queſtion. As to being equal in all Divine 

Perfections and Glory, it is quite above my Under- 

ſtanding; therefore I ſhall avoid giving any Anſwer 

at all, but that of Feb xi. 7. | 7 I 

Canſt thou by ſearching find out God, canſt thou find out 
the Almighty to perfection? 25 


- Theſe were given to Mr. Sloſs, the ſame Deacon 
of the Church being preſent, as when the Queſtion 
was left; and upon Mr. $!/s's receiving the above- 
written Reply, the Deacon ſaid, Mr. R--n, why 
don't you anfiver 2 | Rl 
Ke. I have given in all the Anſwer I can, as 
about: 5h | ON | 

D. The meaneſt Chriſtian in the whole Congregation, 
can give an Anſwer to this eaſy and plain Queſtion. 

R. But if there be a weakneſs in my intellects, 
it is what I cannot help. 1 5 

S. You don't think fo of yourſelf, Mr. R----n. 4 
think you are very obſtinate ;, for you have given in no An- 
fwer at all. PO > | 

R. It is all the Anſwer I can give at this time, 
to any Queſtion you ſhall aſk me; as for you Mr. 
S---5, you have nothing at all to do, but appropri- 
ate your whole time to your Studies, -- and you, 
Sir, have the ſame Opportunity. 

But as for me, I have the Affairs of a great Fa- 
mily to mind ; ſo if you have any further Queſtions 
for me, I deſire you would leave them with me in 
writing; and give me a little time, and then I will 
anſwer to the beſt of my power. 

S. I think the Man is ſtupid. | 

R. Sir, you may ſay of me whatever you pleaſe. 

S. Well, what would you have us do with this Paper? 

R. Sir, you may do whatever you pleaſe with it. 

S. What Uſe would you have us make of it? would you 
bave us layit before the church, or what muſt we do with is! 


: WJ - R. You 
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R. You may lay it before £7 you ras, or 
do whatever you pleaſe with it. 
D. Well theſe Notions are very terrible things; there- 
fore T ſhall leave you with this Text, Prov. xxvili. 13. He 
that covereth his Sins, ſhall not proſper but whoſo con- 
feſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall have mercy. © 

R. I don't know that you lay any Sin to my 
charge. 
S. Yes, the very greateſt of all Sins, even Blaſ- 
phemy itſelf, in being guilty of blaſpheming the 
Name of the Son of God; Mr. Rn, I am very 
' forry for you, and beg the Lord to direct you. 


After theſe things Mr. $---s preached ſeveral 
Sermons in a particular train to ſpirit up the Soci- 
ety, and went to ſeveral and diſcourſed with them, 
concerning Mr. R-. 

On Fune the ſecond a Veſtry was held on this Af- 
fair, and Mr. R---# being there then, - - - demanded 
of what he was accuſed ? 

Who were his Accuſers, and who were to be his 
Judges? 

One Member ſaid he had heard ſo, and ſo, and 
ſo, and ſo, that Mr RA had faid ſome words 
that were not Sound and Orthodox; other Mem- 
bers ſaid alſo they had heard ſay, Sc. ä 
Ke. This is only hearſay Evidence, I hope you 
will not judge me upon that. 

§. What need you talk fo, Mr. R- you 
know I have enough from under your own hand. 

R. To that will I appeal. 

S. But I have loſt it; and after ſome time added, | 
I gave it to Mr. L--s 5. 

KR. Pray Mr. L- 5 produce i it. 

IL. I have loſt it. 

EK. A Copy of the Queſtion given to' me, and 
my Anſwer to it, I have in my pocket. 


Mr, R 1 


* Another Deacon. 


„ #- 
Mr. R- then gave the Papers into Mr. S- 's 
hand to read, which he allowed to be a true Copy, 
and Mr. $---s and ſome others then deſired Mr. 
R. n to give ſome other Anſwer than that contained 
in the Papers, which he refuſed; and ſaid, he had 
ſome Articles to exhibit againſt Mr. $---s, and 
deſired the Brethren once more to meet and give 
him the hearing. | | 

Whereupon Mr. S--- s ſaid, I order you 10 ſtand, 
and ſtand before us, and not fit after that manner there. 
To which Mr. R anſwered, 1 am not before a 
Court of Fudicature, I therefore ſit to aſſert my Liberty 
as an Engliſhman; and Mr. RN aſked, whether 
or no the Church had ordered the Queſtion to be put to 
him ? Mr. Ss anſwered they did not; and took it 
upon himſelf, Mr. R---# then declared, that it 
was arrogant in him ſo to do: for which Expreſſion 
he is by ſome charged with ill- manners. 

Mr. R then applied himſelf to the People, 
and faid, As for you, my Chriſtian Brethren, if any of 
you are diſſatisfied with my Anſwer, I am willing to give 
before you a further Confeſſion of my Faith ; and having 
a written Paper in his hand, he offered to read it to 
them, but was refuſed that Liberty by Mr. S-, 
and others: He entreated ſeveral times for an hear- 
ing, and was often refuſed; till, as he was putting 
his Paper into his Pocket, one of the Brethren ſaid, 
it was not fair he ſhould be denied to read it, being upon 
bis defence, he ought to be heard: when leave was given, 
he read as follows : | 

« At preſent it is my ſettled Judgment, that a 
“voluntary and hearty Aſſent to the Truths con- 
<© tained in the Old and New Teſtament ; and a ſin- 
«© cere Endeavour to behave in Life and Converſa- 
tion, according to the Rules there laid down; are 
© the only Terms of Communion that Chriſtians 


* ſhould require one of another. 1 855 


„ 7 Accor- 


* w 


Fo 
| Accordingly I here publickly before you declare 
my Belief of the Scriptures, and the Doctrines 
they contain; but if I can give any further Satisfac- 
tion to my Fellow-Chriftians, I am not aſhamed to 
give an Anſwer to every one that aſketh a Reaſon 
of the Hope that is in me, 1 Peter iii. 15. 


Therefore I ſay, 


T believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker 
of Heaven and Earth - (a). | 
« And I believe in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ce the only-begotten Son of the Father, by 
« whom God made all things (5), who alfa 
* was made Fleſh (c), and ſuffered death, 
ce giving himſelf a Ranſom for all (d); the 
„ third day he roſe again from the dead (e), 
c and then God gave him all Power in Hea- 
“ ven and Earth (J). | | 
« Afterwards he aſcended into Heaven (g), 
* and ſitteth at the right hand of God, being 
* made Head over all things to the 
« Church (5). I believe in the Holy 
CES | « Ghoſt 


(a) 1 Cor. viii. 6, But to us there is but ane God, the Father, 
of whom are all things. One Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are 
all things. | | | 

(+5) Heb. i. 2. By <vhom alſo he made the Worlds. 

(c) 1 John iv. 2. Every Spirit that confefſeth that Feſus 
Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of God ; every Spirit that confeſſeth 
wot that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is not of God. 

{4) 1 Tim. ii. 6. Jo gave himſelf a Ranſom for all. 

ſe) Mat. xxviii. 6. -- For he is riſen. . 

- {f) Mat. xxviii. 18. 7e/us came and fpake unto them, ſaying, 

all Poauer is given unto me in Heaven, and in Earth. Rom. i. 4, 
declared to be the Son f God, with power, by the Reſurrection 

from the dead. | Ce, 

(g Acts i. 9. He was taken up, and a Chutl received him 
out of their fight. | | 

(+) Eph. i. 20, 21, 22.— and ſet him at his daun right hand, 
far above all Principalities, &c. and gave him to be head o, 


* 


all things to the Church. 
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« Ghoſt, who ſpoke by the Prophets and Apo- 


s« ſtles of old: (1),".- - 

And that Chriſt hath a viſible Church " 
« the Earth, of which he is the Head ( D. I 
4 beheve the Reſurrection of the Body, and 
a State of Retribution, when Chrilt ſhall 

judge the World in Righteouſneſs (7). 


But Brethren, I ſay, God forbid that the Chriſtian 


Religion ſhould ever be propagated by Force or 
Perſecution, which doth not conſiſt in a feigned or 
hypocritical Profeſſion, but in a ſincere and undiſ- 
ſembled Faith : and therefore as no one ought to 
aſſume to himſelf the power of judging concerning 


it, but God the Searcher of Heartsz to -him only ; 


let us leave it to paſs a true Judgment concernin 
every Man's Belief ; let us in the mean while deteſt 
Tyranny, and ſtrive to reduce thoſe who, in our 
Judgment, hold Errors, into the way of Truth, 
by the good Offices of Charity and Benevolence, 
without arrogating to our ſelves a Judgment over 
the Conſciences of others; and out of a ſerious re- 
gard to the laſt great Day of Judgment, let us 
approve our Conſciences to God, and every one of 
us expect from his Mercy an equitable and righ- 
teous Judgment, pray without ceaſing. 
When he had done reading, and laid down the 


Paper, one preſent ſaid, it would bear a ſecond read. 


ing; but the Paper was put into his hand to read 
to himſelf : for they would not ſuffer it to be read 


any 


(i) 2 Pet. i. 21. Holy Mex of God ſpate as ** Were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt. 

John xvi. 13. When he the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 
guide you into all Truth. 

( Eph. iv. 5. One Lord. 

John xiii. 35. All Men ſoall now, 4 ” are my Difeipher, 
if ye have love one towards another. 

0 I 7 Acts xvii. 31. He will Judge the V orld i In W 
by "oor Man aubom he hath ordained, 


# 


. 


E 
any more; but laid it upon the Table arid took no 
further notice of it; for Mr. S- called out to 
proceed to Suſpenſion. Then Mr. R---- deſired 
to know if that was the Senſe of the People? Mr. 
S- 5 ſternly anſwered, hat if any one appeared for 
bim, they would give the greateſt ſuſpicion they were equal- 
ly puiliy x z and deſired, bey would proceed to a Vote, to 
fee if Mr. R---n did not deſerve Suſpenſion from Commu- 
nion, or the leſſer Excommunication, as he called it. 
Mr. R- demanded a proof of their Authority 
to ſuſpend. Mr. B--z the other Paſtor anſwered, 
it had been a Cuſtom in that Church for twenty Years. 
Mr. R- replied, if Cuſtom be a ſufficient proof of 
Authority, then the Church of Rome might be juſtified 
in all ber erroneous Practices; for that ſhe could plead 
Cuſtom for more than twice twenty Years : and ſuppoſe he 
ſhould be ſuſpended, would they loo on him as a Brother ? 
Mr. B- anſwered, Yes. Then ſaid Mr. R--- n, 
if I be a Brother ;, I have a Right 10 all the Privileges 
of a Brother ;, and ſo I intend to communicate with you 
on Lord Day next, to aſſert both my Right and my Cha- 
rity. | 
Here Mr. $--s called out aloud for the aſſiſtance 
of the Civil Magiſtrate, three ſeveral times, and 
made application to a Gentleman there preſent, 
who 1s Son-in-law to the preſent Mayor of the Town, 
to have the Magiſtrate's aſſiſtance z and further ſaid, 
Come, come, don't let us hinder our ſelves by hearing bim 
talk am longer; - - - pray Mr. B- n what is the Cuſtom ? 
let us proceed. | 
Accordingly the Votes of thoſe preſent were 
taken, and it was carried, That Mr. Rn Gould 
be fuſpended from Communion, fixteen Yea's, to four No's, 
And alſo further put to the Vote, and carried, That 
He ſhould + withdraw while the Suſpenſion was pronounced ; 
And Mr. $--5s in a magiſterial Manner, ordered 
him to withdraw, which he refuſed to do; pleading, 


that the _ of C mina were allowed to be preſent, 


whilſt 


- {0 1 

Es whit Judgment was pronounced againſt them. But Mr. 
S--s anſwered with an haughty Air, That be ought 
to be turned out for fitting in contempt of the Church ; 
and then ſaid, Mr. R - - n, you are now ſuſpended from 
all the Privileges of this Church, till you ſhew Repen- 
lance, and the Congregation think proper to receive you 
again. 

, The next day Mr. Mayor ſent for Mr. R, 
and threatened him with the Penalty, or Impriſon- 
ment upon Non- payment, if he gave the Church 
any diſturbance, by offering to communicate; or 
if he made any diſturbance, if they refuſed to of- 
fer him the Cup. To which he anſwered, That 
as his Wife would fit next him, and ſhe did not think him 
an unworthy Member, ſhe would give him the Cup if be 
came. 

Theſe Threats not producing the deſired Effects, 

Mr. R. s Relations were applied to; and by 
their Perſuaſions, and thoſe of an old Gentleman, 

for whom he had a great value, Mr. R-- - # pro- 
miſed to withdraw, and not communicate with them 
the next day; upon Condition the ſame Queſtion 
might be put to ſome other Member of the ſame 
Church, which was then promiſed to be done. 

Some time after this Mr. R- - had notice given - 
him to attend the Veſtry again, which, he accor- 
dingly did. 

And now they laid ſomething of Miſbehaviour 
to his charge, particularly at the late Veſtry, 
in not ſtanding at Mr. Slſ's command, and not 
leaving the place when he was ordered; and after 
ſome ſhort Diſcourſe on that Head, Mr. $—s dic- 
tated the following Queſtion, w which was then writ- 


ten by one.of the Deacons, and given to Mr. Rauen 
to anſwer in a Week's time: | 


Whether Feſus Chriſt is the one, true, hand God, 
the ſame with the Father in Nature, and equal 


with 


* 
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with bim in all Divine Perfections? Which Queſtion 
to be anſwered in any Words Mr. R n pleaſes 
to expreſs himſelf in, provided they come up to a 
_ found Senſe and Meaning. N 


Mr. R——» deſired a longer time, but was de- 
nied——therefore at the time appointed, and when 
they met again, he read and delivered the follow- 
ing: | | | 


My Fr1enps, | 
60 AcKnNOWLEDGE the Goodne's and Favour 
of Almighty God, and efteem it as an in- 
eſtimable Blefling, that he hath pleaſed to give 
„ us his written Word, which his own infallible 
&« Spirit hath dictated, to be to us a perfect Rule 
e of Faith and Practice. I would by no means 
«© neglect this Rule, but endeavour to underſtand 
sit as far I am able, and according to my Ability 
s and Knowledge, I anſwered the firſt Queſtion put 
to me; and alſo gave a further Account of my 
« Faith, as Ithought agreeable to the Scriptures: For 
e far be it from me, to think my words, or the words 
* of any fallible Men, comparable to the Word of 
6 God; I hoped as a Chriftian, and a Proteſtant, 
ec hereby to have given you all the Satisfaction you 
, deſired, and as none of you have been ſo kind, if 
4 I have erred, to ſhew me wherein I have miſtaken 
e the Scriptures, I think the fecond Queſtion is de- 
ec ſigned rather to perplex than inſtruct and edify me. 
« But, dear Chriſtians, conſider that Paſtors and 
„Teachers are given for the perfecting of the 
“ Saints for the Work of the Miniſtry (a), and 
<« not to dote about Queſtions and Strife of 
e Words (5). 5 
Therefore, as I am not a Man of Letters, I 
« deſire Mr. Sloſs to give me in writing now be- 
Ft | | | | fore 


cc 


E 


* 


erb. 4. 12. (3) 1 Tin. 6. 4. 
b 


1 | 
« fore you, an Explanation of the words, in Nature; 
which he uſes in his ſecond Queſtion : and then, 
« if you deſire it, I will as far as I can learn from 
% Revelation, anſwer his Queſtion, ” To Is 

Mr. Ss ſaid, This was only irifling, and they 
were not to be trifled with ; denying to give him in 
writing any Explication or further Information, 
Upon which Mr. Rawſon read his Anſwer. to the 
Queſtion, 


Q. Whether Feſus Chrift is the one, true, ſupreme 
God? f 1 a 
Anſ.. There is but one, true, ſupreme God, who 
is the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (c). 
Q. The ſame with the. Father in Nature? | 
Anſ. The ſame in Nature, I don't find in the 
Scriptures, as applicable to Father and Son jointly. 
hut I believe him to be the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
lon (d). LS 3 
Q. And equal with him in all divine Perfeftions? - 
A. This latter Part being the ſame with my firſt 
Queſtion, and above my Underſtanding, I ſhall give 
the ſame anſwer as I did before, ſaying with 500, | 
chap. xi. 7. Canſt thou by ſearching find out God, canſt 
thou find out the Almighty to perfection? Et 


Mr. S——s faying, Now he begins to ſpeak out 
Mr. R replied, If you mean ] begin to ſpeak out 
Hereſy, take care upon whom you charge your Hereſy 1, for 
the words I have made uſe 455 are the words of the Apo- 


file 


(e) 1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. For though there be that are called Gods, 

o us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things. g | oe 

4) Heb. i. 2, 3. — By his Son, whom he hath appointed 

Heir of all things, by whom alſo he made the Worlds; awho be- 

ing the Brightneſs of his Glory, and expreſs Image of his Perſon, 

| end upholding all things by the Word of his Power, | 


* 
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file Paul, who ſpoke by the direction of the infallible Spi- 
rit of Ged. And then Mr. R- retired, 
The next day two of the Deacons acquainted Mr. 
R=, that the Church had determined to exclude 
him; and ordered him to attend the next Friday, 


viz. Fu 9, to hear that Sentence pronounced upon 
himſelf, and left him with theſe words the Lord 


'belp you. 


Mr. Ra did not attend them at that Veſtry, 
conſidering that, when they had voted him to be ſuſ- 
pended from Communion, they alſo ordered him to 
be abſent whilſt they pronounced that Suſpenſion; 
aud upon his refuſing to withdraw, the next Veſtry 


they charged him with Miſbehaviour ; and the ſame 


difficulty mighs again ariſe : he ſent the following 
Letter. 


Dear CHRISTIAN BrzTHREN, 

«© Þ HAVE ſeriouſly thought on the Meſſage 
ec 1 brought from the Church laſt Saturday 

orning, and as thoſe Queſtions, that have been 
put unto me, were not made the Terms of Com- 
% munion when I was taken into Church-Fellow- 
& ſhip with. you, but have been ſince brought in 
by a Stranger, who is ſtriking at the very Foun- 


dation of the Congregational Church; I there- 


« fore deſire more time: for if you would draw 
6c @ Articles to ſubſcribe, after due and ſerious 
« Conſideration, I will ſign any thing you. ſhall 
ec draw up, if poſſibhy T can. If you will comply 
with this my V Race, I do affure you, I will 
„ not give you any trouble the next Sacrament- 
* day: From your afflicted and proſecuted Brother 5 
« in diſtreſs. 

" K. 


MI. R— having no Anſwer to this Letter, 
went to a Member of the Church a day or two 


T's 


Is 


after, to know what Determination they had come 
to, who told him, they had proceeded io Excommunica- 
tion; to which Mr. R anſwered, that the Church 
bad not acquainted him with it in any ay and deſired - 
that Member, 10 go to the Deacons, and get bim a 
Copy of what they bad charged him with, and the Form 
of the Excommunication it ſelf, 

Upon this, two of the Deacons came to Mr. 
Rs Houſe, and told him, that he was Excom- 
municated; but they refuſed to give him a Copy of 
any part of their Proceedings. 

Then Mr. Rz went to ſeveral of the Mem- 
bers, and preſſed them very hard tor a Copy, alledg- 
ing, that no Reaſon being publickly aſſigned for his Ex- 
communicaton, he was left to the invention or malice of 
an ill-natured World, to ſuppoſe Crimes againſt bim, ſuch 

as Fancy or Malice might invent to aſperſe him. 

To which one of the Deacons ſaid, that My. S—s 
was againſt his having a Copy, becauſe he ſuſpetted he 
would fhew it to the World, as he had done other things ' 
that had paſſed. Mr. R replied, That he was 
glad to find at laſt, that they began to be aſhamed of 
fuch their Proceedings; and ſoon after ſent them the 
following Letter : 


SIRS, | 
HE Deſign of this, is not only to com- 
lain of the Treatment I have met with, 
but to expoſtulate with you about the Encourage- 
* ment you have given to the unchriſtian Temper 
and Proceedings of Mr. Sloſs. 

« Conſider what he hath done, that can be of 
any advantage to your Society, or Chriſtianity 
in general, when his Behaviour towards me comes 

** to be made publick to the World. 

% Pray make it your own Caſe, and ſuppoſe . 
Mr. Sloſs to have entertained an Opinion, that 
© any one : of you is Heretical, as to acknowledg- 

E 2 ing 


0.90 I | 
ng the Deity of the Son of God, 6 E 
may as well do to you, as myſelf, Who heartily 
believe the Doctrine of the Trinity, as delivered 
in the Scriptures:) 
And he, inſtead of following the Advice of the 
Apoſtles + to convert and reſtore you, gives you 
„ Queſtions to anſwer in writing, refuſing to 
„ write down any Explanation of the Terms uſed 
» 5 1n his Queſtion : 
| And declaring he would as ſoon communicate 
« with an Heathen- or an Infidel as you, if you 
„ don't anſwer in his Senſe ; though he had = 
it under his hand, that the Scriptures were 
«© beſt and only Rule of Faith and Practice. 
* And ſuppoſe he was to queſtion all the Mem- 
« bers of your Church in the ſame manner, what 
„ would be the conſequence ? 
ff you ſearched the Scriptures in order to re- 
« turn an Anſwer (as I have endeavoured to do) 
% you will meet with the ſame Treatment as me, 
«© except Mr. Sloſs ſhews reſpect of Perſons. 
„If you are fo happy as to happen upon his 
„ Senſe, then you are to be eſteemed Orthodox 
with him; as if ſpeaking of Words, or emitting 
“Sounds, without meaning, qualified for Commu- 
« nion in a Chriſtian Society. 
I indeed anſwered his Queſtions as far as I un- 
«© ſtood them, as near as I could in Scripture-Lan- 
«©: guage, hoping thereby to avoid giving Offence 
to him, and at the ſame time the eaſier Satif- 
„faction to you. - - But I found myſelf miſtaken. 
<6 Inſtead of ſhewing wherein I had miſunder- 
& ſtood the Scriptures, or in what particular I was 
46 erroneous, Mr. Sloſs pronounces me an Heretick, 
« and you (implicitly I believe) agree with him, 
& without conſidering, that if I had erred, it might 
6 be ſuch an Error as a conſcientious Man, olds 
| * hol 


E 


. F Rom, xiv. 1. James v. 19. 
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holds the Scriptures to be the Rule of his Faith 
and Practice, might fall into; or it might be my 
ſimple Miſtake, through want of Learning, and the 
weakneſs of human Underſtanding. If this be 
the Caſe, then to judge me Heretical, was moſt 
unjuſt and uncharitable. 

« And pray what advantage does. Mr. Sloſs 


bring to Chriſtianity ? Or does he by theſe Prac- 


tices ſet off the Principles of the Diſſenters in 


any becoming Light ? 


„ Does he follow the Example of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, the Lord and Inſtitutor of our Holy Re- 
ligion 3 the Searcher and Knower of the Hearts 
of all Men; who admitted even a Judas to 
Communion, when Satan had entred into his 
Heart, and he had agreed with the Prieſts to be- 
tray his Maſter? 

« He who finds out the Man that had been blind, 
and comforts him when the Fews had caſt him 
out, or excluded him for not anſwering in their 


Senſe? 


He who, in 1 the Parable of the Tares, reſtrain 
his over-officious Servants from being too buly in 
rooting up the Tares (which whilſt they ſlept, the 
Enemy had ſown) giving them to underſtand, 
that it were not they, but the Angels that were 
appointed to that office, neither was that the 
time, but the End of the World, that the good 
Seed was to be ſeparated from the bad ? 

« He who rebuked his Diſciples (with ſaying, 
Ye know not what Spirit ye are of,) for their 
deſire of puniſhing the Samaritans, who indeed 
refuſed Chriſt ; and were Hereticks and Idolaters, 


and erred in matters of Salvation, n 
they knew not what? 


„And how do theſe things that have lately 


- 


beg tranſacted, agree? with the New Command- 
++ ment 


if 38 1 

«© ment of our Lord and Saviour, and the reſt of 
the Precepts of Forbearance in the Goſpel? 

“ Don't they rather tend to deſtroy the natural 
% and common Bonds of ſocial Affection amongſt 
« Relatives, and our Fellow-Creatures ? And to 
_ © countenance all Perſecution, even that of the 

„ Church of Rome, which in words you would ſeem 
to difallow, but in fact follow ſome of her Me- 
te thods of reclaiming? _ 

Review the whole, and think what Motive, but 
c“ Pride, could move Mr. Sos to act in the manner 
«© he has done; and what, but Inconſideration, 
c could lead you to join him. 

6 If I have erred, who of you have endeavoured 
* to convince me of i it, or even ſhew me wherein ? 

II would always be open to Conviction, and no 
«© ways tenacious of my own Opinion; but at pre- 
C ſent am not conſcious of any Error, unleſs it be, 

e that Iam ſo unhappy as not to have hit Mr. S' 
«« Senſe: and yet it is a Queſtion with me, whe- 
« ther I might not accuſe Mr. Sloſs of Hereſy, 
„ho after he has allowed the Scriptures to be the 
«beſt and only Rule of Faith and Practice, ſets 
e up his own Senſe as a Standard for you and me, 
acting as if he was infallible, though perhaps he 
« will not pretend to it. 

& By him I am cenſured, and by you I hear 
am excluded from Communion : But I bleſs God, 
« that hath ſaid by St. Paul, That if thou ſhall con- 
66 fe fs with thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe 
ein thine heart, that God bath raiſed him from the dead, 
& thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

But I leave what I have ſaid to your ſerious 
6 Confideration, hoping you will, like Men of 

Integrity, review what you kava done, and lay 

s afide all Prejudice. 

Dom, We. 


J RAWSOWN. 
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c is the natural Imperfection of 
our Minds, or Revelation it ſelf is 
Vwiſely ſo ordered, for the Exerciſe of 
z- our Integrity, that Religion, as well 
as other Things, may be miſtaken, and 
made the Subject of Diſpute and Contention. But 
to have our Principles ſettled upon the Foundation 
of Truth, is of the laſt Importance to the right 
Conduct 'bf Life, and a well eſtabliſhed Peace of 
Conſcience. Therefore in religious Conteſts, he 
that is wiſe will not be haſty in giving his Aſſent. 
He will judge for himſelf, and he will judge freely 
and coolly, laying aſide all Prejudice and Party- 
zeal : He will keep his Eye ſteadily upon Revela- 
tion, and will regard no Arts.a Man may uſe, nor 
any Airs he may aſſume; ſince Error may be 
covered with plauſible Colours, and Things may be 

F aſſerted, 
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aſſerted, with great Aſſurance, upon Grounds very 
weak and uncertain, Every one ſeeth this Conduct 
is juſt ; and I deſire the Reader would obſerve it, 
while I am making a few Reflections upon Mr. 
Sloſs's True Narrative. | | 

TRE Names Arians and Heretics, this Gentleman 
hath currently applied to fuch as cannot fall in with 
his two Propoſitions, concerning our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. This is addreſſing the Foibles and 
Prepoſſeſſions of Mankind, and may do Execution a- 
mong the Unthinking. But giving bad Names, is a 
poor old-faſhioned way of arguing ; and the moſt vul- 
gar Tongue may be fluent enough in ſuch kind of 
Eloquence. About fourteen hundred Years ago, 
lived one Arius a Preſbyter of Alexandria : From him 
his Adverſaries coined a Name of Diſtinction and 
Reproach, which hath been continued to this Day. 
If Mr. $—ss Deſign is to inſinuate, That thoſe who 
cannot aſſent to his two Propoſitions, take their No- 
tions from Arius ; I can aſſure him, for my ſelf, and 
ſeveral of my Acquaintance, that he is miſtaken. 
We do honeſtly endeavour to build our Faith con- 
cerning the Son of God entirely upon the Scriptures 
of Truth, without any Regard to Arius, or any 
other Man whatſoever, ſince the Apaſtolic Times. 
And while we do ſo, with a ſincere View to diſco- 
ver and practiſe the Truth, I do not fee what Right 

he hath to call us Heretics; a Name which hath 
been long and wretchedly miſapplied to thoſe who 
reject human Schemes and Authority, and build their 
Faith ſolely upon the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. 
Rx Aso is the Light of the whole Univerſe, 
the Perfection of the Divine Perfections; without 
which the Exiſtence of God would be of no Uſe, 
and his Power a blind, .ungoverned Force. He, 
the moſt High GOD, could neither be wiſe, nor 
holy, nor juſt, nor good, nor true, were he void 
of Underſtanding and Reaſon, And, with regar 
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to our ſelves, Reaſon is the firſt of God's Gifts, 
the fundamental Bleſſing, without which, any other 
Benefit, how great ſoever in it ſelf, could neither be 
underſtood nor improved. Revelation, the Influences 
of the Spirit of God, the future Reward, and 
Glory, all ſuppoſe the Powers of Reaſon, and the 
right Application of them : Therefore a Man of 
Thought can never ſee Occaſion for diſparaging 
Reaſon. And *tis very odd an Author ſhould 
write for Proof and Conviction, and yet begin, as 
Mr. S. doth, with decrying Reaſon, as if, without 
the Exerciſe of it, he could explain his Subject, or his 
Reader ſee the Truth of his Aſſertions. But ſome 
Men find their Account in this abſurd way of writ- 
ing. Reaſon, which is the Glory of the Univerſe, 
is a frightful Spectre to them; and, whenever it 
appears in the Controverſy before us, giveth them 
the greateſt Pain, as it clearly diſcovereth the In- 
conſiſtency of their Principles. Therefore they le- 
vel all their Artillery againſt it, and load it with 
the opprobrious Names of corrupt Reaſon, doluſtve 
Light, vitiated Reaſon, and would perſuade us to 
wink hard, and renounce our Underſtanding, for 
fear of being miſled. But how this can be a pro- 
per Mean of ſafe Direction, in Matters of Faith, is 
paſt my Comprehenſion. The Means of any Kind 
muſt be of the Sort with the End. Underſtanding 
is the End of reading the Scriptures, Ads viii. 30. 
Underſtandeſt thou what thou readęſt? And that 
Underſtanding muſt be gained in the Uſe and Illu- 
mination, not in the Diſuſe and Darkning of our 
rational Powers. Therefore Chriſt opened the Under- 
flanding of his Diſciples, that they might under- 
tand the Scriptures, Luke xxiv. 45. And, The 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelatvon in the Knowleage . 
of him enlighineth the Eyes of our Underſtanding, 
Eph. 1. 17, 18. For how we ſhould underſtand 
Divine Truths without our Reaſon and Under- 
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ſtanding, is impoſſible to conceive. On the con- 
trary, it is evident enough to impartial Judges, 
That the Neglect of Reaſon hath been the Source 
of all Corruption in Religion. For when Chriſti- 
ans were once prevailed with to reſign their Uider- 
ſtandings, they laid themſelves open to all Manner of 
Deluſion : Then the ſubtle or ignorant Prieſt pra- 
ctiſed all Manner of Sorcery upon their Conſciences, 
and they were duly prepared to ſwallow down the 
muſt abſurd Doctrines, and to give into the moſt 
ſtupid Superſtition: Then they loſt all juſt Concep- 
tions of God, and his Diſpenſations, and were unca- 
pable of performing that reaſonable Service he requi- 
reth. F the Light that is in us be Darkneſs, how 
great is that Darkneſs ? Never could Chriſtianity 
Have been ſo wofully depraved, had not Chriſtians 
tamely reſigned their Reaſon to human Authority, 
and ſubmitted their Underftandings to the Dictates 
of the Prieſt. That laid the Foundation of the 
Craft, and by that alone it is ſupported. Do but 
reſolve to ſee with your own Eyes, and the deluſive 
Scene vaniſheth. This the Defenders of old Errors 
are well apprized of; and therefore, as the beſt Means 
of guarding them, wiſely perſuade us to renounce 
our Reaſon in order to encreaſe our Fazth. 
Bur Mr, S. informs the World, That the 
Scriptures were laid aſide by many, as doubiful and 
obſcure, and human Reaſon ſubſiututed in their Room, 
P. 2. He is ſpeaking of Arians, and every Body 
will underſtand where he intends this heavy Cenſure 
ſhould. be fixed; as well as that, p. 3.—forbidding 
all Regards to the Revelations of Heaven, and ſup- 
Preſſmg the Exerciſe of Faith entirely in religious 
Matters, This is mere Calumny. In this he hath 
done us much wrong, but himſelf a great deal 
more. I pray God it may not be laid to his Charge. 
With what face of Argument, or Probity, could 
he ſo much as inſinuate fuch an Accuſation; _ 
| Ifrom 
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from my Prefatory Diſcourſe *, he tranſcribeth! into- 
his own, the very Words whereby I declare, The 
Scriptures to be the great Rule of our Religion; © 
and that be Goſpel is a moſt neble Scheme of Truth 
and Salvation, highly worthy y the Majeſty, Wiſe 
dom, and Goodneſs of God? p. 1, 2. Who could 
have a greater Regard to the Scriptures than the 
late learned and pious Dr. Clarke? And in how 
clear and convincing a View hath he ſet the Serip- 
ture-doftrine of the Trinity, in his famous Book 
upon that Subject! Let the pretended Orthodox 
produce any Book, ancient or modern, with ſuch 
a Cloud of Witneſſes from Scripture, no leſs than 
twelve hundred and fifty Texts, ranged in juft 
Order, reflecting the ſtrongeſt Light upon one ano» 
ther, and the Whole demonſtrating the Truth, upon 
this Subject, to the meaneſt Capacities: Let them 
produce a Book written on their ſide the Queſtion, 
upon the ſame Foot of ſcriptural Evidence, and 
then we will allow them to boaſt. But ſuch a icrip- 
tural Explication of their Principles, they never 
attempted, they never were able, they never will 
be able to execute. Their Principles will not bear 
ſuch a Method, but would inevitably be confound- 
ed by it. For whoever undertaketh fully to ex- 
plain this Doctrine from Scripture, muſt take the 
very fame Texts that Dr. Clarke hath taken ; and, 
if he rangeth them in any juſt Order, the ſame. 
Truths for Subſtance, will reſult, that he hath de- 
duced from them. If Mr. S. himſelf ſhould col- 
tet all the Texts where the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt are ſpoken of, and ſhould reduce them to 
their proper Heads, he would, in ſpite of him- 
 felf, eſtabliſh what he weakly calls, The Arian 


Note, There is nothing mine in F. Raw/ſon's Narrative, 
but the Prefatory e and the Note upon Mr. S——s An. 
ſwer to Mr. Rs ſecond Queſtion, p. 23. 


Senſe. 
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Senfe. He knows plain, pure Scripture will not 
ſerve his Cauſe, and therefore he contends ſo warm- 
ly for human Creeds and Confeſſions. But there is a 
Piece lately written with great Candor and Judg- 
ment, particularly for the Uſe of Mr. S. I mean 
the Remarks upon his Sermons. I ſuppoſe he hath 
read it, and, if with a right Diſpoſition of Mind, 
not without Thanks to the Author, for pointing out 
to him ſo ingenuouſly his Miſtakes, nor without 
ſome Concern, that he hath ſo raſhly charged thoſe. 
who differ from him upon this Article, with for- 
bidding all Regards to the Revelation of Heaven, 
&c. For there the worthy and ingenious Author 
hath given ſuch an inconteſtable Proof of our Re- 
gards to Scripture, and ſuch a ſolid Explication of 
the Texts relating to this Controverſy, as Mr. S. 
may juſtly deſpair of confuting. It is a valuable 
Performance, and will be of great Uſe to any who 
are deſirous of underſtanding the true Principles of 
the Chriſtian Faith. | | | 
. IT is the known, general and public Profeſſion 
of thoſe whom Mr. S. invidiouſly calls Arians, that 
the Scripture, the Revelation of Jeſus Chrift, is 
the only Rule of Faith to every Chriſtian. Ac- 
cording to his own Command, we call Chriſt, and 
Chriſt alone, our Maſter. So far are we from 
ſetting the Scriptures aſide as doubtful and obſcure, 
that we conſtantly, and with one Voice, appeal to 
them, as the plain, certain and infallible Standard 
of Truth, by which we are ſure all our Sentiments 
may, and we are willing they ſhould, be fairly tri- 
ed; deſiring no other Favour of thoſe, who unjuſtly 
make themſelves our Adverſaries, than that we and 
they may be judged and determined by the plain, 
obyious Senſe of Scripture, and the whole Tenor of 
Revelation. I 3 55 

NEITHER do we ſubſtitute human Reaſon in the 
' Room of Scripture, We are ſenſible of the great 
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Benefit of a Revelation, and thankful for the Light 
God hath cauſed to ſhine in our Darkneſs, which we 
are ſure could never have been ſtruck out by any hu- 
man Wiſdom, much leſs by the Wiſdom of a corrupt 
and degenerate World. Indeed, on the one Hand, 
we do not ſuppoſe Revelation, which contains the 
moſt excellent Knowledge, is intended to ſuperſede 
the Uſe of our rational Powers, nor, without a careful, 
ſerious Application of them, do we expect co find the 
true Senſe of Scripture : Yet, on the other Hand, ſuch - 
juſt Regard have we to Revelation, that, in Things 
we could no other way come to the Knowledge of, 
we dare uſe no Terms of Art, coined by human 
Wit; ſuch as the undivided Efſence of the Deity 
ſullſiſting in three diftinf? Perſons, Conſubſtantiality, 
neceſſary Emanation, mutual Circumplexion, hypoſta- 
tical Union, &c. ways of ſpeaking which the Spi- 
rit of God never taught-us, and which neither Mr. 


§. nor any other Man ever did, or can underſtand : ' 


But we adhere cloſely to the Words and Phraſes of 
Scripture, which we believe do fully and ſufficiently 
expreſs the Truth intended to be conveyed to our 
Minds, Such are our Regards to Revelation, that 
we dare not indulge our ſelves in framing unſcriptu- 
ral Suppoſitions, as the pretended Orthodox do, wha 
have, upon this Article, forged no ſmall Number 
of the moſt wild and incoherent Hypotheſes, with- 
out any Foundation in the Word of God, or the 
Nature of Things. Having once forſaken the on- 
ly Rule of Truth, they act over again the ſame 

Folly with the old Corrupters of natural Religion, 
and become vain in their Imaginations. Whereas we 
are content with what is plainly revealed, and dare 
neither add nor diminiſh, from the Fund of our 
own invention. Such Regard have wwe to Revela- 
tion, that we found our Explications of it, not u 

on the Figments of our own Heads, but upon the 
expreſs Authority of Jeſus .Chrift, amen 2 | 
3 | calon 


Reaſon and Underſtanding to be informed and en- 
lightned by his Divine Inſtructions; not upon any 
forced Senſe of Words, but upon the eaſy, natural, 
and obvious Meaning of Scripture, fairly compared 
with Scripture; ſo that any Perſons of common 
Senſe may plainly ſee the Truth in its full and juſt 
Light, would they but read, think and judge with- 
out Prejudice. Give me Leave to propoſe one 
ſingle Inſtance. Granting that diſputable Text, 
1 John v. 7. There are three that bear Record, or 


Witneſs, in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt. and theſe three are one: The Queſtion 


is, In what Senſe are theſe Three one? It is in the 
Greek, theſe three are % one Thing. How one 


Thing? As the Argument here turns upon a Scrip- 


ture Mode of Speech, ſearch the Scriptures and you 
will find ſix other Places, and no more, in the New 
. Teſtament, where this Manner of Expreſſion is ap- 


plied to two or more, Perſons, affirming that they 


are one; namely, Eph. ii. 14. 1 Cor. iii. 8. John 
Xvii. 11, 21, 22.—Xx, 30. Carefully weigh and 
compare theſe Places, and you will ſee the Senſe 
cleftly and fully determined by Scripture-Evidence. 


Let us begin with Eph. ii. 14.—v. 11. Wherefore 
remember, that ye being in Times paſt Gentiles in the 


Fleſh &c.—v. 12. that at that Time ye, Gentiles, 
were without Chriſt ; being Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, &c.—v. 13. But now in Chriſt 
Jeſus ye, Gentiles, who ſometime were afar off, out 


of the Pale of God's viſible Church, are made nigh, 


are taken into his Church and Covenant, 5 zhe 
Blood of Chriſt ;, v. 14. for be is our Peace, it is he 
who reconcileth us Gentiles to the Fews, who hath 
made both, Fews and Gentiles, ww, one. What? in 
Subſtance and Eſſence? Do we Gentiles, and the 
Fews, as many thouſands of Perſons as we are, ſub- 
ſiiſt but in one Subſtance, Sc. Nothing can be more 


extravagant. But Chriſt hath made both one, * he 
l at 
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| hath laid the Foundation of our Union, by taking 
down the Partition Wall, which kept the Fews and 


Gentiles at a Diſtance, and fo hath made us one ſpt-  * 


ritual Body, or Church, in the Unity of Faith, Pri- 
vileges, Worſhip, Sc. As it is in the next Verſe, 
v. 15. making in himſelf of twain one new Man; 
and v. 16. reconciling both unto God in one Body. 
This, I think, can admit of no Difpute. Now 
turn to 1 Cor. iii. 8.—v. 4. For while one ſaith, I 
am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are 
ye not carnal? v. 5. Who then is Paul, or who is 
Apollos, but Afiniſters by whom ye believed, &c. 
v. 6. I have planted the Goſpel firſt among you, 
Apollos watered,. he came afterward and further in- 
ſtructed you in it, but God gave the Increaſe. v. 7. 
So then, neither is he, Paul, that planteth any 
Thing, neither he, Apollos, that watereth, but God 
that giveth the Increaſe. v. 8. Now he, Paul, that 
planteth, and he, Apollos, that watereth, are % one. 
How? in Subſtance or Eſſence? As if theſe two 
Men had but one Subſtance, Sc. in which both 
their Perſons ſubſiſted? But one Body, and one 
Soul belonging to them both, in which both of 
them lived and acted ? that is impoſſible. How 
then were Paul and Apollos one? Evidently as they 
had the ſame Commiſſion, from the ſame Lord, as 
they. agreed in the ſame Work, preached the ſame 
Goſpel, for the ſame End. They two in their La- 
bours among the Corinthians were all one, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe who would have ſeparated them, 
and made them Heads of different Sects, as if they 
differed in their Doctrine. This will admit of no 
Doubt. Now take Jobn xvii. 21.-v. 20. Neti- 
ther pray 1 for theſe, my Apoſtles, alone, - but for 
them alſo that ſhall, at any Time, believe on me 
through their Word; v. 21. That they may all be d, 
one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be 5v one in Gi What? one Subſtance, 
| "2" 
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or Eſſence? Surely no. But one, as they are all 
united to Chriſt, and to one another, in the Bond of 

Faith, Holineſs and Charity; even as the Father 

and Son are united in Truth and Love, and mutual 

Concurrence. Another Text is John x. 30.—v. 

27. My Sheep hear my Voice, &c. v. 28. And I 

give unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never pe- 

riſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hands, 

or fruſtrate the Deſign of their Salvation. Ver. 29. 

And were 1t poſſible my Power ſhould fail, my Fa- 
ther, who gave them me, is greater than ALL, and 
none is able to pluck them out of my Father's Hand. 

Ver. 30. I and my Father are dr one, What? One 

Subſtance or Eſſence ? So that the Father and the | 

Son, though they are two different Perſons, or intel- 

ligent Agents, as much as Paul and Apollos, have, 

notwithſtanding, but one individual Subſtance or Ef- 
ſence betwixt them, in which they ſubſiſt, live and act? 

Learning miſapplied by Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion 

will darken the cleareſt Light. But this muſt appear 

abſurd in the laſt Degree to an unbiaſſed Judgment. 

T and my Father are one: That is, my Father con- 

curreth and acteth with me in the Salvation of good 

Men. I came not of my ſelf, but he ſent me: I am not 

alone, but 1 and the Father that ſent me. I am not 

alone, becauſe the Father is with me. He that ſent me 
is with me: The Father hath not left me alone: For 

I do always thoſe Things that pleaſe him. I do nothin 

F my ſelf, John viii. 16, 28, 29. xvi. 32. 4. d. 1 

«© have a ſtrict Regard to, and faithfully execute 

« his Will, and he approveth what I do, and will 

aſſuredly ſtand by me in it, and will make good 

* that eternal Life, which I have promiſed to all 

e who obey my Doctrine.“ This is plainly our 

Saviour's Argument. And this, Reader, is the ſo- 

lid and immutable Foundation of our Chriſtian 

Faith and Hope: Here we may ſecurel: 

Souls, and all our moſt valuable Intereſt 


Ter]: 


given us, will be executed to the full. For by the 
_ Father's Commiſſion he ated, and the Father's 


Power and Goodneſs will concur with him in execu- 


ting all the high and glorious Deſigns of Redemp- 
tion. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant Mercy 
hath begotten us again to a tively Hope ! 1 Pet. i. 3. 

| Now, by comparing all theſe Places together, 


it appears clearly enough, That when two or more 


Perſons are faid to be one, the Meaning is, not in 
Subſtance or Eſſence, but in Affection, Agreement, 
Work or Defign. As Gen, xi. 6. The Lord ſaid 
Bebold the People is one. But is it thus to be ap- 

ce plied to the Perſons in the Trinity? Ves: For our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf hath given us this Rule of 


firmly perſuaded, that the promiſe of Eternal Life, 
which Feſus, the faithful and true Witneſs, hath. 


Interpretation with his own Mouth, expreſly, fully, 
certainly, clearly, without any Difficulty or Obſcu- 


rity, in Foby xvil. 11. Holy Father, keep through 
thy Name thoſe whom thou haſt given me, that they 


may be one, as we are, Ver. 21. That they all 
may be % one, as thou, Father art in me, and 1 in 
thee, that they all may be in one in us, &c. Ver. 22. 
And the Glory which thou gaveſs me, I have given 
them; that they may be % one, even as we, the Fa- 
ther and the Son, are , one. Which infallibiy ſhows 
(if he be infallible, who 7s the Way, and the Truth, 
and the Life) that the Father and the Son are one in 


the fame Senſe as Chriſtians are one with Chriſt, and 


with one another: Not by an Union or Sameneſs 
of Subſtance or Eſſence, but of Affection, Agreement, 
and Defign. Here let bim that readeth lay his Hand 
upon his Heart, and ſeriouſly conſider, Whether be 
can rejeci this Interpretation without rejecting the Doc- 
TRINE and AUTHORITY of CHRIST. 

In all theſe Places the very ſame Manner of Ex- 
preſſion is uſed as in 1 John v. 7. Theſe three are one. 

. 1 And 


— 
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And this theſe three are- proved by the fulleſt and 
- moſt undoubted Evidence of Scripture to be one, 
not in Subſtance or Eſſence, as if all three were but 
one Cod, one Diwine Being; but one in Agreement 
and Deſen, viz. in bearing witneſs: For that is the 
1 Work the Text ſpeaks of. And theſe 


ing all the Places in Scripture, where two or more 
Perſons are ſaid to be one, in the Words of the Text, 
this muſt be the Senſe of i it; or, however, no other 
can from Scripture be proved to be the Senſe. For 
- whoever goeth fairly to work, muſt take thoſe paſ- 
ſages where the ſame Phraſe is uſed ; and he can 
take no other but thoſe I have produced : And I 

leave every body to judge, whether he can, in juſt 
Conſtruction, poſſibly take them in any other 
Senſe. TI think not. 
Bor it may be alleged. Unity of Agreement 
ee is intended in the next Verſe, — And theſe three 
& agree in one. But there the Apoſtle uſeth a dit. 
“ ferent way of Expreſſion from that in the 7th Verſe. 
In ver. 7. it is, y drt, are one: In ver. 8. & 90 
er do, are into, unto, or for one thing. Now, 
*. if the Senſe be the fame in both, and denotes 
„Unity of Agreement, why are the Phraſes diffe- 
« rent? And if the Phraſes are different, is not the 
& Senſe alſo different?” Ayſw. The Senſe. of the 
7th Verſe is inconteſtably eſtabliſhed by parallel 
Scriptures z and the different Manner of Expreſſion 
in ver. 8. is even a further Confirmation. of that 
Senſe, by the ſame Teſtimony of Scripture- evidence; 
as appears from Places, which in the like different 
way of Expreſſion are parallel to thoſe we have been 
examining. Thus the fame Idea, in effect, which 
the Apoſtle expreſſeth, Eph. ii. 14. Who bath made 
both Jews and Gentiles one, is expreſſed by - 65 is, 
into one, John xi. 52. Aud not for that © Nation of 
the Jews only, but ht alſo be ſhould gather together 
65 , into one, ibe Caen F God — are ſcat- 


tered 


* 


„„ PF ne 


tn} 7. Po 


tered abroad [among the Gentiles.] &, ene, and 


gathering them ci, into one, do not differ from, 


but explain each other. Again: The ſame Idea 
which our Bleſſed Lord thus expreſſeth, Fobn xvii. 
22. That they may be er one, as we are w one, he 
expreſſeth in the next Verſe by & , into one. 

Ver. 23. 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect ds 2, in one, or into one, Which 
in Senſe doth not differ from the former, but is ex- _ 
planatory of it. And theſe two being the only Paſ- 
ſages in the Greek Teſtament, which, in the like 
different way of Expreſſion, are parallel to the two 
Verſes under Conſideration, they muſt be deciſive 


of the Senſe; and I am perſuaded no man can, 


from Scripture-harmony, ſhew any other Way of 
ſettling it. I conclude then, that the different 

Phraſes, ver. 7. theſe three, r d, are one, in 
Agreement; and ver. 8. and theſe three, & Td det, 
are appointed unto one thing, or purpoſe, are ſo far 
from being different in Senſe, that the latter mani- 
feſtly explains the former. " INN, 

| Tavs the Senſe of this Place is ſettled by folid 


Proof of Scripture compared with Scripture. This, 


Reader, I have given as a ſingle Specimen of that 
juſt Regard we bear to Revelation, not only in this, 


but in all other religious Controverſies. 


AnD now let the cool and impartial judge how 
juſtly Mr. S. hath loaded us with the opprobrious 
Names of Arians, Heretics, Infidels, Deiſts, Agents | 


and Inſtruments of Satan, p. 6. I. 6. a confiderable 


Limb of Antichriſt, p. 1. I. 5. perverſe Men, p. 12, 
I. 6. Men of hardned Conſciences, p. 13. I. 7. blinded 
by the God of this World, p. 13.1. 13. A mean, con- 
temptible Arian Party, a ſorry, deſpicable Faction of 
Infidels, p. 17. I. 13. Abettors of Infidelity, l. 20. 
Adverſaries of Truth, p. 18. I. 35. Blind Guides, 
Pp. 19. I. 13. Fellow-Chriſtians! we appeal to you 


Hath this Gentleman any Reaſon to charge us with 


making 


: 1 
making the boldeſt Innovtions upon Scripture-dofirine, 
p. 2. I. 23. ſetting up human Reaſon to determine 


_ Faith, and decide Controverſies, l. 36. inventing 


whimſical and unſcriptural Schemes, p. 3. l. 4. Is 
there any Argument in theſe kind and generous Re- 
flections? What Proof hath he brought of this 
high Charge ? „ 

Rx AD ER, ſeriouſly review this one ſingle In- 
ſtance, out of many that might be given, of our 
ſteady Attachment to Scripture : See how diligently 
we ſearch, how carefully we examine, how exactly 
we compare, how naturally we deduce the Senſe of 
every Text, how willingly we bow to the Authority 
of our LoRD Feſus Chriſt; and fay, Is this the way 
for @ Deluge of Error to break in? p. 6. I. 19. or is it 
not the only way to diſcover and eſtabliſn the 
Truth ? Is this departing from the Faith? p. 7. I. 5. 
Rather, is it not contending for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints? In this Way can we maintain 
Errors ſubverſrvue of Chriſtianity, or inconſiſtent with 
ſaving Faith? p. 7.1. 16. Is this 10 introduce Licen- 
tiouſneſs, and Principles ſo extravagantly latitudi- 
narian into Chriſtian Societies, as to deſtroy the very 
Grounds upon which they are erefted? |. 23. 


What? to form our Judgment preciſely upon God's 


Word ? Is this the method to take away all Marks 
of Diſtinction between Chriſtian and . other religious 
Societies, whether Heathen, Jewiſh or Mahometan ? 
What ? to adhere to the plain and ſimple Truth-of 
the Goſpel? What? to ſubmit our Underſtandings 
and Conſciences to the expreſs Words and Decla- 
rations of the LoxD Feſus Chriſt ? Is this affecting 
a Liberty independent of the Divine Will and Law, 
caſting off the Yoke of Heaven, renouncing Allegiance ' 
ta the King of Sion? p. 8. l. 4, Sc. Impugning the 
moſt - fundamental Articles of our holy Religion? |. 20. 
Is this a deplorable Defection? I. 25. a woful Back- 


ding from our Reformation, and preparing 4 Re- 
| turn 


„ | 
turn to Antichriſt? I. 32. What? to ſtudy and 
ſearch the Scriptures fairly and impartially ; will 
he reckon this among the unfruitful Works of . Dark- 
neſs? p. 11.1. 33. Is this the Spirit of Error and 
Deluſion that is in falt ſtirring amongſt us? p. 17. 
1. 9. Would to God it might ſtir and preyail more 
and more! I am ſure every ſincere Chriſtian muſt 
join his hearty Wiſhes, that the Goſpel of our Sal- 
vation may ſtill be more highly revered, more ac- 
curately read, and more perfectly underſtood. _ 
Wu the Scriptures reveal concerning the Son 
of God, we acknowledge and believe. We own 
him in all his Offices, of Prophet, Prieſt and King 
as the one Mediator between God and Man, our 
Advocate and Interceſſor, the Surety of the better 
Covenant, the Captain and Author of our Salyation, 
the only Name given under heaven among Meng 
by which we can be ſaved, and who can fave to the 
uttermoſt: We are aſſured of his Incarnation, Death, 
Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, to heaven, where he is at 
the Right Hand of God, exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, and from whence he will come at the 
great Day to judge both the Living and the Dead. 
We believe all that he hath himſelf reported, whe- 
ther by his own Mouth, or the Mouth of his holy - 
Apoſtles, concerning his Perſon, Nature and Per- 
fections, his Offices and Works, We take him juſt 
as he is deſcribed in Revelation: We change no- 
thing of the Goſpel; deſignedly and knowingly we 
add nothing, we diminiſh nothing, but leave every 
thing to ſtand juſt as it is in the Word of God. 
With what Juſtice then can he ſuggeſt, that we are 
Blaſphemers, p. 5. I. 32. that throw contempt on 
the Redeemer, p. 12. 1. 6. profeſſed Demers of Chriſt, 
I. 20. Men fighting againſt, and oppoſmg the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, p. 14.1. 7. that believe in Mahomet as 
much as Chriſt, p. 17.1. 32. that bring in damnable 
Herefies, denying the Lord thai brought them, 1 11. 
| Bw 


1 
1 9. that In themſelves under a falſe Chrift, p. 19. 
I. 11, That our Principles are directiy oppoſe to the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and ſtrite ſo much at the Founda- 
tion of his Throne, that they may be juſtly called the 
Head and Heart of the Man of Sin, p. 9. I. 7. 
rhe Corruption and infectious Breath of the Son of 
Perdition, I. 16. Mr. S. can. write, and he can 
write thus: Theſe are his Arguments! this his Me- 
thod of confuting! quite indeed unanſwerable in kind. 
For what Man of Senſe and Modeſty can retaliate ? 
At this rate he may write on - to his Life's end : 
For, in' the greateſt Penury of Evidence, he can 
never fail of ſuch noble Materials. 
Ax when Scripture fairly explained ſo evidently | 
deftroys Mr. $.—*s Cauſe, which he builds princi- 
pally upon the Text I have been examining, what 
ground hath he to brag ſo much of his Orthodoxy, 
6. 1. 17. and of being inſpired with a juſt Zeal 
2 the Cl of of God the Redeemer, and fighting for the 
Preſervation of his Crown, and the Dignity of 
1 bis Prrſen? p. 9. And why that vain-glorious Boaſt 
I of his having made ſuch a Stand in Defence of the 
2 Truth, that the Adverſaries of the Goſpel (as he cha- 


1 ritably calls us) are ſilenced in point of Argument, 
= ap » gp ra out of the- Field of Truth," p. 44. 

i? 1. EG Thus he bravely Jeereeth him- 
q far a © 7 and wreatheth the Lawrel about 
= his own Sl for a Victory I am perſuaded he 
io will never be able to win. Thus much for our Re- 
1 gards to Revelation. 
1 Bur we teach People, it is their Duty to . believe 
 ' nothing but what they can comprehend, p. 3. l. 30. 
And again, p. 12. J. 27. Do they think to take 

f SanZuary in that vain Pretence, That it is above 
their Underderſtanding to comprehend, - how the one Su- 
preme, undivided Eſſence of the Deity, can ſubſjt in 
tbe Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, in ſuch a various 
manner, as to conſtitme * — Perſons 2 | 
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Will their not. being able 10 comprehend. the Manner 
of it, haw it is, be a ſufficient Excuſe for their not © 
believing the Truth and Fu of it, that it is,  fance 
this is ſo plainly revealed? To this I anſwer: 
That the ux DIVIDED Eſſence of the Deity ſubſiſts 
in this va RTIOUS Manner, is no where revealed in 
Scripture; and therefore whether we can, or cannot 
comprehend it, is 10 part of Cbriſtian Faith, But 
a Word or two about believing Propoſitions and 
Facts, which are incomprebenſible. 5 TY 

I Lay it down for a Truth, That no Man can 
believe either a Propoſition, or a Faft, which is 
| wholly and entirely above his Underflanding to com- 
prebend. For of that which is entirely above ur 
Underſtanding to comprehend, we have no Idea; 
and that of which we have no Idea, is no Object of 
Thought, and conſequently cannot be the Subject 
of Faith, or. of any other Act of our Minds, It is 
impoſſible a Man ſhould believe that which to him 
hath no Senſe or Meaning. I am apt to think it is 
above the Underſtanding of Mr. S. to comprehend 
the Senſe of thoſe Words, Gunebel balſamen eraſan. 


Now. ſhould it be revealed to him from Heaven, 


that they do contain a true Propoſition, Mr. &. 
would rightly think himſelf obliged to believe they 
did, although he were ignorant of their Senſe.” 
But what would he in this Caſe believe? A Propo- 
ſition above his Underſtanding to comprehend? 
By no means. He would believe only the Veracity 
of the Perſon, who aſſured him the Propoſition is 
true: But the Propoſition it ſelf, or the ſuppoſed 
Truth and Fact therein contained, he believeth not, 
bedauſe he knows not what it is. And if he knew 
as little of the Veracity of the Perſon revealing, as 
he doth of the Propoſition it ſelf, he could not poſ- 
ſibly believe either the one or the other. Now, . 

though the Words of Mr, S—'s Propoſition, rela- 
ting to the Trinity, ä of common Lan- 


 Suages -- 


* 


* * 
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guage; yet the Fact or Truth they are fuppoſed to 


FA ſignify and expreſs, is as much above his Under- 


ſtanding to comprehend, as the Senſe of the Sentence 
I have quoted out of Plautus. And therefore, al- 
lowing Mr. S. to believe it to be a true Propoſition, 
he only believeth God hath revealed it, and that 
there is ſome Truth or other in it ; but what that 
Truth is, he doth not know: He hath no Notion. 
or Idea of it; he cannot explain it; he cannot make 
another Man underſtand what he means by it. 
And therefore, if he doth believe the ſuppoſed Truth 
or Fault of the Propoſition, he muſt believe he knows 
not what. No doubt, it is highly reaſonable 
J ſhould believe a Fact, which God affirms. to be 
true, although it be above my Underſtanding to 
comprehend the Manner, how it is: For that, with 
reſpect to Exiſtence, we underſtand in no Caſe at all; 
no, not in our own Exiſtence. Thus ] verily be- 
lieve, upon the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, that 
all thoſe who are dead in their Graves, will be raiſed 
and brought to Life again. Which Fa# I do clearly 
underſtand: But the Manner, how it will be per- 
formed by the Power of God, is quite above my 
Underſtanding to comprehend, and therefore I can- 
not believe in what Manner, or by what kind of 
Operation it will be effected; only I believe it will 
be effected in ſome Way or other to me incon- 
ceivable. And if the F#&, That-the Dead will riſe 
again, were as much above my Underſtanding as 
the Manner how they will be raiſed, I could no 
more believe the Reſurrection of the Dead, than 
I do believe the particular Manner of effecting it: 
That is to ſay, 1 ſhould have no Idea of it; tome 
it would be quite unintelligible; it would have no 
"Senſe or Meaning: And that Fa# which is unintel- 
igtble, without Senſe or Meaning, is as little the 
Object of Faith, as the Manner, how it is. Now 
this is the Caſe of Mr. S—'s Fact. It is not only 
| 5 11 the 
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the Manner of it, how it is, that is not the Object 


of Faith; but the Fuer it ſelf, ibat it is, is as much 
above our Underſtanding to comprehend as the 


Manner of it, and therefore as much above our 


Belief. That the oNE SUPREME, UNDIVIDED 
Eſſence of the Deity ſubſiſts in ſuch a vaRiovs 
Manner as to Conſtitute THREE DISTINCT PER» 
SONS, or intelligent Agents; i. e. That the Eſſence 
of the Deity is uv DpIvIip ED, and yet at the ſame 
Time DIviDeD into three diſtinst Perſons: That it is 
abſolutely Simple, and yet ſome way or other Com- 
pounded ; That it is by Neceſſity of Exiſtence ' but 
Ox RE; and yet, as ſubliſting in three diſtinct Perſons, 
it iSMORE THAN ONE : That it hath but one Manner 
of Exiſtence, and yet admits of various Manners of 
Exiſtence : That two other Perſons are equal to him, 
who is Supreme, or aBove ALL,* This, as I take 
% . Ib -- 


This Diſtinction of Perſons in the Godhead, or Divine Eſ- 
ſence, is alſo attended with other very great Abſurdities, as ext 
plained by Divines. For they are conſtrained to allow and main- 
tain that every Perſon is diſtinguiſhed from the other two by his 
own peculiar Property; otherwiſe they would not be diſtinct or 
different Perſons, but one and the ſame Perſon. Accordingly 
they tell us, That every Perſon in the Divine Nature or 7; 


| fence is an intelligent Subſtance, 4 by it ſelf, and really 


diſtinguiſhed from the other tauo by its own incommunicable Pro- 
perty. And if fo, then it follows, that every Perſon in the 
Godhead, or Divine Eſſence, has ſome Property which the other 
two have not. For Inſtance; the incommunicable and diſtin- 
guiſhing Property of the Father is Ayemoria, or his being unbe- 
otten: which Property belongs neither to the Son, nor the Spirit, 
Pat to the Father alone; and being incommunicable can belong to none 
but him. The incommunicable and diſtinguiſhing Property of. 
the Son is Tevmnors, or being begotten ; which Property belongs 
neither to the Father, nor the Spirit, but to the Son alone; and 


being incommunicable can belong to none but him. The incom- 


municable and diſtinguiſhing Property of the Spirit is ExTopguots . 
or his proceeding from the Father.and the Son : which Prope 

belongs neither to the Father nor the Son, but to the Spirit 
alone; and being incommunzicable can belong to none but him. 


| Now, ſeeing every one of thoſe Perſons is ſuppoſed ta be, or ſub- | 


i 
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. is Mr. =. Fact. And it is not only the Mans 
der of it, but the Fact it ſelf, which is above our 
Underſtanding to comprehend. It is the Fust it ſelf 
of which we have no Idea, which hath no Senſe r 
Meaning; which is no more the Object of Thought 
than a Sentence delivered in an unknown Tongue, 
and conſequently no more the object of Faith. 
Here Mr. S. miſtaketh the Caſe: He rightly ſup- 
poſes a Fa# ought to be believed upon the Divine 
A Teſtimony alone, though we cannot comprehend 
4 the Mamer hoo it is; and then fallacioufly argueth, 
= we are obliged to do ſo, in the Caſe of bis Doctrine 
1 of the —_ But in * nne of the Trinity 
Ss - | the 


an in \ the Divine Efence; i it follows that every one of theſe Proper- 
ties, which belong to theſe Perſons, muſt alſo be in the Divine Eſ- 
ſence. And certainly every Property in the Divine Nature or Eſſence 
muſt be a Perfection. For in a Nature infinitely perſect, no 
Property can poſſibly be a Defeft or Imperfection. Whence it 
follows, that every one of the Perſons ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt in the 
- Godhead or Divine Eſſence, muſt have! at leaſt one Perfection, 
which the other two want; and muſt want at leaſt two Perſections 
Which the others have. Conſequently, no one of the Perſons, 
upon this Scheme can be abſolutely Perfect, (becauſe every one 
wants at leaſt two Perfections,) and ſo, no one of the three Per- 
ſons can be the one true God, or the neceſſarily all. perfect Being. 
Ir it be ſaid; That all the three Perſons together make t 
'one true God: Then i is it evident, That the Eſſence of the one 
rhe God is compounded of Perfections and Defe#s ; ſeei 
Perſon in the Divine Eſſence cant two Perfections, which 
th other have, or hath one Perfection which the others cant. 
t this is abſurd; and inconſiſtent with the all- perfect Nature 
'of God.—Nay, further, it will follow that the Eſſence of the 
one true God muſt admit of Contradiftory and oppoſite Pro- 
| perties or Perfections. For one Perſon in the Godhead or Di- 
vine Eſtencę will be endowed with the Property of being Unheget- 
ten, and another Perſon with the contrary and oppoſite Proper- 
ty of being Zegatten. One Perſon will proceed, and the other 
two will nat proceed. So that it will at the ſame time be true of 
the Divine Eſſence that it is Sego#ren and not begotten, that it 
roceeds and doth not proceed, which i is abſurd, ang altogether 
1 with the all- perfect Nature of God. 
Tavs this Scheme terminates in Atheiſm, or W of 
the e one only Lord God. Jude 4+ 
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the Fart it felt is as much above bur Underſtanding 


to comprehend; as the Manner of it; and therefore 
neither Fa#.nor Manner are the Objects of Fail. 
Bur this is not all. We not only cannot com- 
ehend the ſuppoſed Fa# — in his Propo- 
tion relating to the Trinity; it is not only np 
unintelligible, but further we do clearly underſtand 
and comprehend, that it is poſitively and abe, 
unintelligible z that it is a Contradiction, which ne 
ther is, nor Poſſibly can be true, and conſequent] 
cannot poſſibly be comprehended by any Underftand- 
ing whatſoever, It is of the fame kind with" this 
Propeſition, TaaT a TRHINOG IS WHAT IT 18 


nor. And they who believe his Propoſition, do 
believe it with the ſame ſort of Faith as thoſe Chri- 


ſtians who believe Tranſubſtantiation, or that the 


one undivided Body of Chriſt may ſubſiſt in a thou- 


ſand various Forms and Places at the fame Inſtant 
of Time, „ N OO TT 
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Fox this Error, great as it is, Mr. S. may plead 


Authority, Education, Prepoſſeſſion, Sc. And the 


Plea entitles him to Charity, and favourable AE 


lowance. But I fear he can lay but little Claim to 
Candour for what follows. In the Beginning of my 
Prefatory Diſcourſe, I give a brief, but honeſt and 
Impartial, Hiſtory of the progreſſive Corruption of 
Religion, till it was formed into the Kingdom and 
moſt cruel Tyranny of Antichrift, © I was ſenſible 
this would touch thoſe who are not willing we ſhould 
examine how far Reformation hath advanced among 


us, and whether we really have retrieved Chriſtianity 


from every part of that deplorable Depravatien, 


which had perverted almoſt the whole. Mr. S. 


feels the Force of my tacit Argument. And what 
doth he do? Deny the Truth of any Part of 'my 


Account? That he could not do: The Facts are 
ſo well known, and ſo generally admitted among 
Proteſtants, that with all his Fire and Courage he 
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15 62 1 
not ventured to deny one Fact. But what doch 


be do? Why, by a mean, inſidious Trick, he 


takes my Account, and the very Expreſſions I uſed, 


and turns both upon thoſe he unjuſtly. calls Arians. 
Bat _ awkwardly! how falſely! how ridicu- 


J ay, A new kind of Learning was invent- 
ed, ang of ahſtract Notions, | He turns it; 
A new kind of Light was invented, conſe Ning of con- 
tradictory Notions. A very odd fort of Light! 
As he deſcribes it, it is perfect Darkneſs.—I fay, 
Aayſtery was made a convenient Name and Cover 


15 for Abſurdity: He, Reaſon was made a convenient 


Name and Cover for Abſurdity ? —The unfitteſt Cover 
Mr. S. could have invented! What? Reaſon a Cover 
for Abſurdity ?—l ſay, commanding an implicit 
Belief of whateyer the Church pronounced to be 
Faith: He, commanding an implicit Belief of what 
ſhe, Reaſon, pronounced to be Truth. —A fine Defini- 
tion of implicit Faith! Tis believing blindfold 
with your Eyes wide open. I ſay, Human Tra- 
dition and Authority were ſtubſtituted in the Room 


of Scripture : He, Reaſon was ſubſtituted, &c. 


1 ſay, a pretended infallible Fudge was ſet up to deter- 
mine Faith: He, Reaſon was ſet up, &c. I ſay, 
the Papal Authority exerted it ſelf: He, Reaſon, 
exalted above its due Pitch, exerted it ſelf. Thank 


you, Sir; we readily accept Re Asox in exchange 


for Human Tradition, and Papal Authority. But 


pray tell us, when, and how Reaſon can be exalted 
above its due Pitch? I ſee how human Reaſon may 


be debaſed, by being miſapplied and abuſed. But 


can there be an Exceſs in the Exerciſe of Reaſon? 
or any Caſes offered to our Minds in Nature or Re- 
velation, wherein Reaſon ought not to be em- 
ployed? 46 

Bur theſe are ſmall Things: His 8 Deen 


is to make the Simple and Unwary believe, that the 


nd een of — which hath prevailed 
for 


= [ 64] | 
for more than a thouſand Years/\(p--2.7. 6. was 
begun, perfected, and ſupported by Arians; whereas 
it is known to all Mankind, That the Oribodam, on 
Cathbolicks, as they called themſelves, quite over- 
powered the Arians, and went on, as they had, 
begun, with a high Hand to finiſh the Corruption 


of Religion, and to ſet up the Man of Sin, je. 


Romiſh Hierarchy, The Orthodox begun, and the 
Orthodox finiſhed the Corruption of Religion. 
The Church of Rome is the grand Apoſtaſy fore- _ 
told in the Revelatiof which hath prevailed, and 

perverted the Goſpel for more than a thouſand Years; 
And it is notorious, that the Church of Rome, du- 
ring that Space of Time, always was, and ſtill is, 
to this Day, in the Aubanaſian, orthodox Scheme; 

the very Scheme which Mr. S. with ſo much Zeal 
eſpouſeth (though .I think he has, at leaſt in his 
manner of Expreſſion, carried it ſtill further from. 
the Truth.) Can Mr. S. be ignorant, either that 
Popery is the grand Corruption of Religion, or that 
Papiſts ever were no other than Orthodox ? All 
the World knows the pretended Orthodox did lay 
the Scriptures aſide, and ſubſtitute human Tradi- 
tions, and an infallible Judge in their Rpom : But 
with what Front can Mr. S. ſay the Arians did ſo? 
P. 2.1. 34. How can he inſinuate that the Men 
of Learning and Diſtinftion in the corrupt Church 
were Arians; when, from thoſe very Men of 
Learning, he himſelf deriveth, and holds perhaps 
the greateſt Part of his Divinity ? How can he fo 
boldly affirm, that by the Men of Learning amongſt 
the Arians, a thouſand idle Books were written? 
Four or five Scraps of Books written by the Arians 
are now extant, viz, the Fragments of Philoſtor- 
gius, Eunomius, Aetius, Aſfterins,' and the Author of 
the imperfelt Work upon Matthew. But, beſides 
_ theſe, I queſtion whether Mr. S. can name five 
Arian Authors, that wrote during the long Is 
DE IX — 
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were, many Ages before the Refor 
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| pr 1108 "Years from 312, when Arius diflinguiſhed | 


himfelf, to the Tear 1500, about which Time the 
Reformation began. And if he could make out ten 

Aim Books, his Friends muſt be very good, if 
they throw in the odd 990, (a trifling Sum i) to ſe- 
cure him from the Charge of MAK IxOG HisTory,, 
and to reconcile his Aſſertion with Truth. But the 


World hath long groaned under Loads of idle 


Books, the Produce of the | Orthodox Schools.“ 
The pretended Orthodox were the Authors: of the 
lion, and have employed that cruel Engine 

f Spiritual Tyranny in Support of their Principles 
for near five hundred Years. But Mr. S. cannot 
but know there never was ſuch a Thing as an Arian 
Inquiifition, p. 4.1. 14. He cannot but know that 
our firft Reformers did not reform from Arianiſm, 
or Arian-Popery ; but from the Church of Rome, 


Which was as violent an Enemy to Arians as the 


Reformers themſelves, and indeed had quite op- 
preſſed and ſunk them into Obſcurity, if any there 
3 He 


cannot but know, that the Firſt Refurmers, what- 
ever other Part of Popery they corrected, made not 
the leaſt Amendment upon the Article of the Tri 
nity ; but brought it with them out of Popery in the 
Rough, juſt as it was taught and eſtabliſhed in the 


Church of Rome: And ſo it hath ſtood in Proteſtant 


Confeffions from that Day to this, inforced by the 
Authority of human Laws, and the ſevereſt Penal- 
ties. Thus he hath not only betrayed himſelf into 


the greateſt inconſiſtencies, but alſo into the moſt 


notorious Falfification of Hiſtory, by fraudulently 


endeavouring to rob me of my Argument, and the 


Force of my juſt and upright Language. I own 
am not Aifpleaſed . Shoe fits his Foot no 
better; and am inclined to wiſn him the ſame Suc- 
ceſs, if ever he attempts 6 0 be fl my Language to 
his preſent Principles : Por; plain, I "to 1 

5 E 


E.66 Þ ES. 
| like any thing of mine ſhould be employed in the 
Service of ſo bad a Cauſe . 
Tuouvc we have no Accounts of the Arians but 
from profeſſed Enemies, yet, having been firſt grie- 
vouſly perſecuted by the Orthodox, who opened the 
bloody Scene in the Days of Conſtantine, they might 
retaliate when they had Power, But Mr. S. cannot 
From hience fix the Charge of Perſecution upon us; 
who not only profeſſedly diſavow it, but do every 
where live in peaceable Communion with all our 
Fellow-Chriſtians. And it is not in his Power to 
produce any Inſtance ſince the Reformation, where: 
thoſe he invidiouſly calls Arians, have given any 
Diſturbance to Chriſtian Aſſemblies, but what they 
have weakly, and unneceſſarily given themſelves. 
We judge all Parties of Chriſtians have too Jon 
abuſed and worried one another, and that it is higt 
time to ſtudy Love, Peace, and Unity; and are 
ſorry Mr. S. and his Party are not dipoſed to come 
into theſe Sentiments, ſo perfectly agreeable to the 
Spirit of the Goſpel. However, it giveth us ſome 
Comfort, that where-ever the Truth lieth in this 
Controverſy, the World may ſee Perſecution and 
Uncharitableneſs are wholly. on Mr, S—'s Side of the 
Queſtion, He hath actually excommunicated a 
Chriſtian Brother for only Difference of Sentiment: 
He never heard that thoſe he falſely calls Arians, 
either excluded, or withdrew from their Fellow- 
Chriſtians upon that Account. The Principles of 
Perſecution he is now actually and publickly defend- 
ing; and I am now actually and publickly oppoſing 
them, and endeavouring to eſtabliſh thoſe of Unity 
and Concord, Charity and Brotherly-kindneſs. 

Bur he ſhelters himſelf under the Creeds and 
Confeſſions of the Firſt Reformers : p. 4. I. 31. Our 
_ Firſts Reformers — tranſlated the Scriptures, — and 

aſſerted them to be the only Rule of Faith and Do- 
Brin: — They gave clear Explications of them in 
TR. + Conner 
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1 661 | 
Commentaries, Syſtems of Divinity, &c. Thus the 
Minds of Proteſtant Countries were univerſally irra- 
diated with Divine Light, and very ſoon the Glory and 
Beauty of the Churches of Chriſt began to ſhine in the 
Unity of their Faith, and Harmony of their Creeds 
and Confeſſions. By an inverted Gradation Mr. &. 


_ aſcends from the Scriptures to Creeds and Confeſſions, 


and there fixeth his Argument, and the Glory 
and Beauty of the Churches of Chriſt, But what 
are Creeds and Confeſſions ? They are like 


unto artificial Glaſſes, whereby the ſcattered Rays of 


Divine Revelation are collected, that the Light thereof 


may ſtrike the weak Eyes of the dark Minds of pri- 


vale Chriſtians with a more forcible illumination, 
6. l. 12. I miſlike not this Deſcription. His 
Eresds, and his Confeſſions, are fitly compared to 
Glaſſes, made by the Art and Device of Man. 
But our Reformers were not the firſt Contrivers of 
theſe artificial Glaſſes. The firſt Pair of Spectacles 
of this kind was made in the Nicene Council, Anno 
325, by a Faction of proud, contentious Biſhops, 
who had got Poſſeſſion of the Emperor's Ear, and 
who condemned and excommunicated all that were 
unwilling their Sight ſhould be directed by them. 
The ambitious Prieſts, finding the Device of ſin- 
gular Uſe to ſupport their Uſurpations, continued 
the Trade of making or altering theſe Glaſſes, as beſt 
ſuited their tyrannical Views; and always enforced 


the Uſe of them by heavy Anathemas, and ſevere 


temporal Penalties. In this Way they were brought 
to a ſurprizing Degree of Perfection, about rhe 
Times of the Reformation. You had Glaſſes then, 
(and fome Chriſtians are fond of them till) in which 
you might plainly diſcern the VI ROIN Maxy's 
Equality to Gop in Power and Glory ; the Pope's 
Authority, as the Supreme Head of the Church upon 
Earth ; a religious Veneration belonging to Pieces 
of Wood, Nails, Rags, Bones, Cc. Our Reformers 

judging | 


[67] 
judging thoſe Glaſſes enormous, broke them in pieces 
But having always been uſed to this Way of Sight, 
thought ſomething of the ſame Nature neceſſary to 
the Preſervation of true Faith. Accordingly, to work 
they went ; prepared the beſt Glaſſes they could, 
and impoſed them upon the Eyes of all within their 
Power, This is a brief Hiſtory of theſe Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Spectacles, which for many Hundreds of 
Years have illuded the Sight of the Chriſtian World, 
The Nature and Uſe of them we learn from Mr. 
s Account before us. There are two Ways of 
Illumination among Chriſtians : The one of Divine 
Inſtitution, whereby with open Face and naked Eye 
we behold the Glory of the Loxp in his Word: 
The other of Human Invention, by the Interpo- 
ſition of theſe Artificial Glaſſes, In order to the 
proper Uſe of which, Mr. S. intimateth ſome Things 
are previouſly to be admitted: As, I. That the 
Rays of Divine Revelation are ſcattered, i. e. faint and 
feeble, which give but a dim, imperfect Sight of 
Objects, as they lie in Scripture, p. 5: J. 13. and, 
conſequently, that they want the Aid of thoſe Glaſſes 
to collect them into a Light ſufficient for Illumina- 
tion. II. That private Chriſtians, i. e. all Chri- 
ſtians, excepting the learned Prieſthood, have weak 
Eyes, and dark Minds, |. 17. are very defective in 
their Intellectuals, and void of Faculties ſufficient to 
diſcern the Truths of Revelation. A firm Perſua- 
fion of this Article, as well as the former, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to convince you of the Importance 
of the Glaſſes, and to bring you to a humble Sub- 
miſſion of your Conſciences to the Prieſts, in the Uſe 
of them. III. You muſt ſtedfaſtly believe upon 
Mr. S—'s honeſt Word, That theſe Glaſſes do Bold 
forth the genuine Senſe of Scripture, l. 25, 35. P. 6. 
L. 18. and therefore that Things, Perſons and Facts, 
are in Truth juſt as the Glaſſes repreſent them, and 
no otherwiſe, If you cordially admit theſe three 
«Ay I Points, 
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Points, you are thoroughly prepared for the Uſe of 
the Glaſſes : Which according to Mr. S. is fourfold. 
1. To ſtrike your ' weak Eyes and dark Minds with 
a more forcible Illumination, Thus, with open 
Face, you read, God created all Things by Jeſus - 
Chriſt, Eph. iii. 9. Apply your Glaſſes, and it 

ſtands in a different View: Thus; Beides Feſus 
Chriſt there is no other ſupreme God, no, not that 


| God who created all Things by him, p. 13. l. 30, 


See many Texts thus forcibly illuminated, in Mr, 
S 's Sermons. 2. Another Uſe is to direct the juſt Ex- 
erciſe of Chriſtian Charity, p. 5.1.19, With naked Eye 
we read in Scripture, that Love and Good-will to all 
Men, even to Enemies, is eſſential to Chriſtian Charity. 
Put on Mr. S—'s Spectacles, and you will ſee, that 


Love to all Mankind is a mere heatheniſh Humanity, |. 


23. In the Scriptures we plainly ſee we ſhould not 
judge, or ſet at nought our Brother, being all 
Members of the Body of Chriſt.— Apply his Glaſſes. 
Now what do you ſee ? A Baſtard-Charity, p. 19. 
I. 8. a pitiful Tool! p. . l. 27. an Heretic, a ſcanda- 
tous, notorious Offenter p. 10. I. 7. a rotten Member! 
p. 4t. Excommtinicate him. 3. Another Uſe js 10 
guard againſt the pernicious Errors of the Age, &c. 
P. 5.1. 27. In moſt Ages of the corrupt State of 
the Church, God hath raiſed up his Witneſſes, Men 
of Knowledge and Integrity, to proteſt againſt the 
growing or continued Depravations of Religion. — 
Apply theſe Glaſſes, — What are they now? 
PESTILENT ARITANS, RorTEN ARMINUE 
ANS, &c. Thus you are happily guarded a- 
gainſt all the Evidence they offer. 4. The laſt 
Uſe is to enable Chriſtians to make an open Profeſſion 
of the Doctrine of the Gofpel, as not being aſhamed of 
them, J. 32. For being fully perſuaded all is Goſ- 
pel you ſee through theſe Glaſſes ; that Fathers and 
antient Doctors approve, and moſt Chriſtians uſe 
them; this giveth the utmoſt Aſſuranee in _ 
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ſing the moſt ſhameful Abſurdities; and, inſtead of 
being covered with Confuſion, you are inſpired 
with the moſt intemperate Zeal in their Defence. For, 
by the way, theſe Inſtruments, partaking of the Na- 
ture of Burning-Glaſſes, are very apt to inflame the 
Paſſions, as well as deceive the Sight. I ſnall only add, 
that as People are carefully taught to wear them 
from their earlieſt Vouth, they are with difficulty 
perſuaded to lay them aſide, as not knowing how 
to ſee without them. Hence it is, that moſt Chri- 
ſtians, whatever they pretend, make little or no 
Uſe of any other Means of Sight, beſide theſe Ar- 
tificial Glaſſes. | : LE 

Bur how much ſoever the Chriſtian World va- 
lueth theſe Artificial Glaſſes, theſe Creeds and Con- 
feſſions, I confeſs, for my own Part, I have no 
Opinion of them: And the Name, Proteſtant, is 
ſo far from ſanctifying, that it ſinks them ſtill lower 
in my Eſteem. But Mr. S. tells us, They were ge- 
_ nerally (he could not ſay, always) drawn up by the 
ableſt Divines, p. 5.1. 9. But how doth he know 
they were generally the ableſt Divines? Are Divines 
in Vogue and Power commonly the moſt knowing 
and upright ? But granting they were in thoſe 
Times the ableſt Divines; the ableſt Divines educat- 
ed in Popiſh Schools, notwithſtanding any pretended 
Learning, might comparatively be very weak and 
defective in Scripture-Knowledge, which wasa Thing 
in a manner new to them : As the ſtrongeſt 
of ten weak, ſickly Perſons, may be very feeble, 
in compariſon of thoſe who are in full Vigour 
of Health. In Times of great Ignorance they 
might be Men of Eminence, and yet far ſhort of 
being qualified to draw up, and decide the true and 
preciſe Rules of Faith for all Chriſtians, Lea, 
their very attempting to draw up, decide, and 
eſtabliſh ſuch Rules of Faith, is an inconteſtible 
Evidence of their ſurprizing Ignorance and Weak- 


ness. 
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1 70 
neſs. How could they be able Divines, when they 
impoſed upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians their own 
Deciſions, concerning Goſpel- Faith and Doctrine? 
Was not this in fact to teach and conſtrain Chriſtians 
to depart from the moſt fundamental Principle of 
their Religion, Subjection and Allegiance io CHRIST, 
the only Teacher and Lau giver? But if they were 
Able Men, were they Infallible ? No; They publick- 
ly affirmed their own Fallibility. And if they had 
not, the demonſtrable errors of their Confeſſions 
would have proved it. And if they were not infal. 
lille, they might be miſtaken: And, if fo, all that 
Mr. S. faith concerning their holding forth the Light 
of Scripture, and guarding againſt Error, cometh to 
nothing. They were but fallible Men, that might 
be miſtaken : And yet they acted as if they were 
infallible, and could not be miſtaken in preſcribing 
Faith and Doctrine. So little Care, or ſo little Un- 
derſtanding had they to guard againſt a moſt glar- 
ing Inconſiſtency! But if they were infallible, who 
gave them a Commiſſion to do what the Spirit 
of God had already done? Could the Firſt Refor- 


mers hope to deliver the Truths of Religion more 


fully and more clearly than, the Spirit of God ? Had 
they found out more apt Expreſſions than occured 


to the Spirit of God? The Son of God pate not of 


himſelf ;—but as the Father ſaid unto him, ſo he fpake, 
John xii. 50. The Spirit of Truth ſpake not of hin- 
felf ; but whatſoever he heard, that he ſpake, John xvi. 
13. The Things of God the Apoſtles ſpake, not in 
the Words which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 1 Cor. ii. 13. And if the 
Chriſtian Revelation was handed down to us from 
the Fountain of Light with ſo much Care and Ex- 
actneſs, both as to Matter and Words, by the 
Son of God, by the Spirit, and by the Apoſtles, Who 


were the antient Doctors and Biſhops? Or who 


were the Firſt Reformers? Or who were any Synods 
2 . | 0 
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1 
or Aſſemblies of Divines, that they ARE D to mo- 
del Chriſtian Faith into their own invented Forms, 
and impoſe it upon the Minds of Men, in their 
own deviſed Terms and Expreſſions? Hath Chrif 
given Authority to all his Miniſters, to the End of 
the World, to new-mould his Doctrines by the 
Rules of Human Learning, whenever they think fit? 
Or hath he' delegated his Power to any particular 
Perſons? Neither the one, nor the other. His 
Doctrines are not of ſuch a ductile Nature, but ſtand 
fixed, both as to Matter and Words, in the Scrip- 
ture. And it is at any Man's PRRIL, who pretends 
to put them, as ibey are Rules of Faith, into any 
new Dreſs or Shape. I conclude therefore, that the 
Firſt Reformers, and all Councils, Synods and Af 
ſemblies, who have met together to collect, deter- 
mine and decide, to preſcribe and impoſe Matters 
pertaining to Chriſtian Faith, have acted without 
any Warrant from Cnri1sT, and therefore have 
invaded the Prerogative of him, who is the ſole 
Prophet and Law-giver to the Church. Peace and 
Unity, I know, is the pretended good Deſign of 
thoſe Creeds and Confeſſions. But as God never 
ſanctified them for thoſe Ends, fo all the World 
knows they have produced the contrary Effects, 
Diſcord, Diviſion, and the Spilling whole Seas of 
Chriſtian Blood, for 1400 Years together. 

Bur they-hold forth the genuine Senſe of Scripture, 
P. g. J. 33. How comes Mr. S. to know that? 
Speaks he at random, or hath he examined the 
Truth of thoſe Confeſſions? And will he allow us 


alſo to examine? Or muſt we believe him and them 
blind- fold? He cannot inſiſt upon that. It is our- 


Privilege and Duty to examine. And by what 
Rule? I take upon me to anſwer, By the Scrip- 
tures: For we have'no other Rule of judging whe- 


ther their Senſe be agreeable to Scripture. And if 


we muſt judge from Scripture, Whether c_ 
0 ff. 


L934 
and Confeſſions do hold forth the genuine Senſe of Srrip- 
ture; then the genuine Senſe of Scripture may be 
known from it ſelf, and ſo there is no need of Creeds 
and Confeſſions to aſcertain it; but, if they can ſerve 

no better Purpoſe, may very well be laid aſide as uſeleſs, 
- THr1s brings to mind his Note, p. 50. There 
he chargeth, me with drawing a falſe conſequence 
from his Anſwer to Rus Queſtion : And then, 
after two long, confuſed Sentences, giveth the Re- 
ſult of them in theſe words. Now any one with half 
an Eye may ſee, that this is not to make the Words of 
Creeds and Confeſſions a Rule, by which the Senſe of 
Scripture- words is to be judged ;, it is only to make them 
a Mean to help to judge Perſons, whether. they take the 
Scripture-words in their true Senſe or not; — Very good 
indeed! Pray, where is the Difference between 
Judging of the Senſe of Scripture- words, and judging 
whether Perſons take the Scripture-words in their true 
Senſe ? If Creeds and Confeſſions are not a Rule by 
zohich the Senſe of Scripture-words is io be judged, 
how can they be a Mean to judge Perſons, whether 
they take Scripture-words in their true Senſe? And if 
they are a Mean, or Rule, 10 judge whether Perſons 
tale Scripture-words in their true Senſe ;, then ſurely 
they are a Mean or Rule by which the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture-words is to be tried, or judged: For that is the 
very Thing to be tried or judged, namely, whe- 
ther Scripture-words are taken in their true Senſe, So 
that after all, the Affair reſts juſt where it was, and 
Mr. S. hath taken a great deal of Pains to ſhew 
my Deductions are good, viz. If Creeds and Con- 
feſſions are more ſufficient than Scripture- words to judge 
whether Mens Sentiments are according to Scripture, then 
Creeds, Sc. are a neceſſary Rule by which - the Senſe 
ef Scripture-words is to be tried and judged: And then 
Scripture- words are not. ſufficient to aſcertain their own 
Senſe : And then Scripture-words have no certain Senſe 
' withgut Creeds, c. And then they are a Rule, 4 
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fo far as they are regulated by another Rule : And then 
the Scriptures are not the.only Rule of Faith, nor in them- 


ſelves any Rule at all. Thus Popiſh Principles, under 


what Form ſoever profeſſed, always turn out in the Ruin 
of Revelation, and the Advancement of human Wiſdom 
and Authority, above that which is divine. 25 
Bur he faith, Creeds and Confeſſions are a Mean to 

help to judge Perſons, whether they take the Scripture- 
words in their true Senſe or not; and thoſe who uſe Creeds 
and Confeſſions right, uſe them for that End. Mark 
well; Creeds, &c. are a Man to judge Perſons, There 
is the Comma and Emphaſis. To judge Px RSO; 

That is it; to judge Heretics, to N and intangle 
ſuch as dare not carry their Faith beyond expreſs . 

Revelation. Scripture-words will not do to detect 
and judge a Heretic of this perverſe Kind. No; he will 
readily aſſent to the Whole of Revelation. What 


then muſt be done ?—Produce human Schemes, 


Creeds and Confeſſions, and ftrenuoufly inſiſt upon 
his Aſſent to them. And if the preſent received 


Schemes will not do, never ſcruple to form new Pro- 


poſitions adapted to the particular Turn the Hereſy 
ſhall take. Mr. S. will warrant the Practice 
goon, © 2 | 1 
Tus is the true Secret of detecting and judging 
Heretics: A Work Mr. S. hath very much at Heart, 
and rejoiceth over his Creeds and Confeſſions, as being 
particularly adapted to diſcover the Errors, and detet? 
thoſe lurking Hereſies, which are the Bane of Churches, 
and poiſon Chriſtian Societies, p. 6. I. 12.—In this I a- 
gree with him. I readily acknowledge Creeds and 
Confeſſions are admirably well adapted to detect the 
Hereſies he ſpeaks of, and that Scripture- words are 


= 


not a ſufficient Mean for that Purpoſe. But then 


I aſk Leave to prove, that the Work of detecting 
Heretics, for which Scripture-words are not ſufficient, . 
is not a good Work. And I undertake to do it from 

that Text, 2 Tim. iii. 16, = All Scripture is given 


ao 
"A 


HM]: 
ty Inſpiration-of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for 
Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction, in Righteouſneſs : 

That the Man of God, the Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works ; 
or, unto every good Work. Now, if the Miniſter 
of the Goſpel is, by the Inſtruction of Scripture, 
thoroughly furniſhed to every good Work, any Work 
he undertaketh, for which Scripture is not ſufficient, 
without the Help of human Schemes, Sc. can be 
no good Work. But Mr. S. hath detected, cited and 
tried a ſuppoſed Heretic; for which Work he con- 
feſſeth Scripture-words were not ſufficient : There- 
fore it was no good Work: And I reckon my ſelf 
at Liberty to ſay, it was an evil Work: And further; 
that Creeds and Confeſſions are of no Service in de- 

tecting Heretics, fo far as it is a good Work; ſeeing 
the Scripture is compleatly ſufficient for every good 
Work without them. Satan, the Arch-Heretic, at- 
tempted to pervert our Lox Dp himſelf, and to that 
End abuſed a Scripture Quotation ; He ſhall give bis 
Angels Charge concerning thee, &c. Mat. iv. 6,. And 
how did the Son of God confute the Sophiſtry of 
this Heretic ? Not by the Comments and Schemes 
of Men, which are no ways eſſential to the Rule 
of Faith; but by comparing one Part of Scripture 
with another, the only right Method of underſtand- 
ing any Writings, v. 7. Feſus ſaid unto him, It is 
' oritten again, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God, 
1. e. Tho? God hath promiſed to protect good Men, 
* we are not to inſiſt or expect he ſhould work 
Miracles for our Preſervation, whenever we in Wan- 
tonneſs or Unbelief demand them. Compare Deut. 
vi. 16. with Exod. xvii. 2. Which Scripture- proof 
evidently detecting the Fallacy of the Arch-Heretic, 
I conclude, upon this Example of the great Chriſtian 

Lawgiver, that Scripture-words alone, without hu- 
man Schemes are abundantly ſufficient to ſhew, whe- 
ther the ſubtleſt Heretics take them in enen e 
ccord- 


WE; [ 75 ] X 
According to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſearch the Scrip- 
tures ; what is written? How readeſt thou ? is an infal 
lible Guide in Matters of Faith, and the ſureſt 
Guard againſt all Error. AS 1 5 8 
TH1s inconteſtable Evidence of the Sufficiency 
of the holy Scriptures Mr. S. applieth in Support of 
a fallacious Argument, which in effect deſtroys the 
Uſe and Authority of them, p. 51. at the Bottom 
of the Note. The Scriptures, ſaith he, in themſelves 
| have a certain Senſe , and when taken in that Senſe, 
are a Rule of Faith; but ſtript of that Senſe, and 
taten in another Senſe, contrary to that affixed to them - 
by the Spirit, the Words of Scripture in that Caſe, are 


Jo far from being the Rule of Faith or right Sentiment, | 


that they are the Diftates of Satan. This is a great 
Miſtake. - The true Senſe affixed by the Spirit to 
the Words of Scripture doth conſtitute the Rule 
of Faith : But not their being TAKEN or under- 
ſtood in that true Senſe. For whether we do, or do 
not tate the Scriptures in their true Senſe, ſtill they 
are a Rule of Faith z their being ſuch a Rule de- 
pending not upon any Judgment we form of them, 
but upon their own intrinſic Truth and Evidence. 
Satan uſed thoſe Words, He ſhall give bis Angels 
Charge concerning thee, &c. in a Senſe contrary to that 
affixed to them by the Spirit, What follows? That 
thoſe Words, He ſhall give bis Angels, &c. are 
therefore no Rule of Faith, but the Di#ates of 
Satan? God forbid. Not the Words, but the 
Senſe in which Satan would have them underſtood is 
the Dictate of Satan. The Scriptures are ſtill a 
Rule of Faith, tho* underſtood in a wrong Senſe: 
only that wrong Senſe is not the Rule of Faith, 
No, nor the right Senſe neither, conſidered as un- 
derfiood by us. Indeed the right Direction of my 
. Conſcience and Actions depends upon my under- 
| ſtanding the Scriptures in a right Senſe. But the 
right Senſe of the * underſtood by me, is 
3 | 2 ; not 


| ad} 
not the Rule it ſelf, nor maketh it to be a Rule, 
It was a Rule before I underſtood it; it would 
have been a Rule had I never underſtood it; and it 
is a Rule now that I do underſtand it, not becauſe I 
underſtand it, but becauſe it is a Rule in its own 
Nature. So my ſteady ruling the Lines in a Book 
by a ſtreight Rule maketh the Lines to be ſtreight 
but doth not make the Rule to be a Raule; for it is 
a Rule, whether I uſe it with a ſteady or ſhaking 
Hand. Further; If the Scriptures are a Rule o 
Faith only fo far as they are vałen in the Senſe affixed 
to them by the Spirit, then their being a Rule of 
Faith evidently depends upon Mens 7aking them in 
that Senſe. And then, ſome Men muſt take them 
in that Senſe, or they are no Rule at all to us, 
And 7Zhen the Judgment of thoſe Men who take 
them in that Senſe, conſtituteth the Rule of Faith: 
And conſequently, if there is any Rule of Faith in 
the World, ſome Men have a Right to propoſe 
their Judgment as conſtituting the Rule of Faith to 
all other Men. Thus, Mr. S. is once more fairly 
landed upon the Popiſb Coaſt ; For this is the very 
Foundation-ſlone of Popery and all ſpiritual Tyranny. 
Mr. S. tells you his Reaſoning, which I am now 
conſidering, ſhews, The Scriptures. being the only Rule 
f Faith, is conſiſtent enough with the Words of Creeds 
and Confeſſions being neceſſary, in order to know whether 
"Perſons take the Words of Scripture in that true Senſe 
affixed to them by the Spirit, &c. His Reaſoning 
ſhews more than this. Suppoſing thoſe Creeds and 
Confeſſions give us the true Senſeof Scripture, it ſhews 
that they make the Scripture to be a Rule of Faith: The 
very Thing which 1 charge upon his Principles, 
.and which he is here endeavouring to remove. 
. TrzRE is another Argument in the ſame Note, 
p. 52. which deſerveth our Attention.— I doth not, 
fairh he, in rhe leaſt, ſuppoſe a want of Perſpicu- 
ih in the Scriptures, or their Inſufficiency to * 
5 85 ; them: 


Cr 

themſelves, that - Miniſters. appeinted: of God for ' that 
Works of human Compoſure, to find out the certain Senſe 
io which the Scripture-words may and ought to be redu- 
ced. Therefore it is not diminiſhing of the Light 
or Authority of Scripture, to uſe the Words of 
Creeds and Confeſſions of human Compoſure as Stand- 
ards and Teſts of Chriftian Faith. This muſt be 
Mr. 8's Argument, if it is any Thing to his Pur- 
pole, Now it is granted any Means of explaining 

Scripture, and Scripture Doctrine, are uſeful and 
neceſſary. But is there no Difference between 
inſtructing the Mind and impoſing upon the Conſci- 
ence? To the beſt of my Ability I explain the 
Scripture, Very well, But what would Mr. S. 
ſay, if I ſhould turn my own. Explications into Rules 
of Faith and Standards whereby to judge of the 
Soundneſs of the Faith of all Chriſtians ? What if 
I require all within my Reach, under Pain of Ex- 
communication, or ſomething worſe, to aſſent, ſub- 
ſcribe. and ſwear to my Thoughts and Judgment, 

. as the preciſe Senſe of Scripture, and the true 
Form of Goſpel] Doctrine? Here I do more than 
explain the Rule of Faith; I turn my own Explica- 
tions, what I think and judge, into that Rule ; as 
if the Truth were as certainly and fully contained 
in my Comments, as in the Scripture it ſelf. Un- 
der Pretence of giving the true Senſe of Scripture, 

which is infallible, I arrogate to my ſelf Infallibility, 
and aſcribe to my own Notions the Light and Au- 

_ thority of Scripture. I am no longer an Zxpoun- 

der, but a Maker of Doctrine. I no longer teach, 
Submiſſion to CHRIST as Lord and Lawgiver, but 
ſtep into his Throne and aſſume that Honour to 
my ſelf. It is the Work of Miniſters to open the 
Scriptures as well as they can; to point out the 

Light ſhining in them, which otherwiſe might be 

overlooked by thoſe whoſe Hands are commonly 
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filled with temporal Affairs: And the Hearers are 


to examine and judge, whether what they teach be 
agreeable to Truth. The Beroeans are honoured 
with. a high Character, becauſe they ſearched the 
Scriptures daily, whether the Things which even 
the Apoſtles taught were ſo, As xvii. 11. Not 


that wwe bave Dominion over your Faith, 1 Cor. i. 24. 
I eat as to wiſe Men; judge ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. 


x. 15. So the Apoſtle. But you ſhall not judge 
What I fay : You ſhall take it implicitly upon my 
Word. The Scriptures you may ſearch ; but you 
ſhall find no Senſe in them but mine. I make it 


2 Crime for any Man to diſpute what I affirm, or to 
be wiſer than I am. No, your Underſtanding 


ſhall, after the Procruſtian Method, be either cut 
or ſtretched” exactly to the Dimenſions of mine. 
Cannot Mr. S. ſee how unreaſonable and enormous 


this is? And yet this is the real Caſe of all Creed 


and Confeſſion-makers, from the Council of Nice, 
in 325, to the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminiſter 
in 1643. I ſhall confine my ſelf to the Reformers: 
And chooſe to fix my Eye upon a memorable Act 
of the Synod of Aex in France, 1620, which you have 
at large in Quick*s Synodicon Gal. Reform. Vol. II. 
p. 37. The Synod of Dort afiembled to decide Mat- 


ters of Faith in 1618, They ſubſcribed their own 


Deciſions, declaring they ſo thought and judged : Then 
in order to excommunicate all of different Senti- 


ments; called in the ſecular Power to eſtabliſh their 


Thoughts and Judgment, and the ſecular Power did 
confirm them by the uſual Methods of Baniſh- 


ment, Fines, Impriſonment and Death. In the 


foreſaid Synod of Alez all the Paſtors and El 
ders deputed thereunto ſwore and proteſted their 
Conſent to the Doctrine of the Synod of Dort, That 
they would defend it with the utmoſt of their Power, 
even to their laſt Breath, And moreover decreed, 


that the following Oath ſhould be taken and ſub- 


{ſcribed 
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ſcribed by all Paſtors and Elders in the French 
Churches, and by the Doctors and Profeſſors of their 


Univerſities, 5 7 Pain of being excluded out of 
m 


ployments in either. The Form 
of the Oath, ſo far as it relateth to the Synod of 
Dort, is this.— J. N. N. do ſwear and proteſt before 
God, and this holy Aſſembly, that. I do receive, approve 
and embrace all the Doftrines taught and decided by the 
Synod of Dort, as perfettly agreeing with the Word of 
God, and the Confeſſion of our Churches. . I ſwear and 


promiſe to perſevere in the Profeſſion of this Doctrine du. 


ring my whole Life, and to defend it with the utmoſt of 
my Power, and that I will never, neuber by preaching 
nor teaching in the Schools, nor by writing, depart from 
it.—And ſo may God help me, and be propitious to me, 
as I ſwear this without any Ambiguity, Equivocation, and 
mental Reſervation. . Behold ! a Decree, which with- 
out doubt was executed, that a whole Nation .of 


Proteſtant Divines, Profeſſors in Univerſities, Paſtors 


and Elders in Churches, ſhould be ſolemnly ſworn 
never in effect to ſee or know more than the Synod 
of Dort : But, if they ſhould diſcover any Truth, 
which the Synod might poſſibly overlook or mi- 
ſtake, to reſiſt and ſuppreſs it, contrary to any poſſi- 
ble future Light of {> Ag and the Convictions 
of their own Conſciences. Behold! one Proteſtant 
Synod pronouncing with an Air of infallibility, that 
another Proteſtant Synod had perfectly and infallibly 
gathered the Doctrines they taught and decided 


from the Word of God; though both, as Prote- 


ſtants, openly diſclaimed Infallibility ; and though 
every Body knows, that in ſuch Synods and Af- 
ſemblies, Doctrines and Points of Faith are decided, 
not by Force of Evidence, but hythe Number of Votes, 
the moſt uncertain Way of aſcertaining the Truth. 
AnD further, it muſt be the Perſuaſion of both 


theſe Synods, that to preſerve the true Faith and Do- 


ctrine of Chriſtianity, it was more fit and right to 
N He aſſent, 
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aſſent, ſubſcribe and ſwear to, the Doctrines taught 
and decided by the Synod of Dort, than to ſearch 

and ſtudy the Scriptures ; although it is an expreſs - 
Article in the French Confeſſion of Faith . Ar- 
ticle V. Me believe, that the Doctrine contained in theſe 
Books [of the Holy Scriptures] proceeded from God. 
And foraſmuch as it is the Rule of all Truth, re» | 
all Matters neceſſarily required for the Worſhip of God, 
and our Salvation, it is in no wiſe lawful for Men nor 
Angels to. add unto or take from this Doctrine, or to 
change it. And hereupon it follows, that it is not lawful 
zo oppoſe either Antiquity, or Cuſtom, or Multitude, or 
human Wiſdom, Fudgments, Edit#s, or any Decrees, or 
Councils, or Viſions, or Miracles, unto this Holy Scrip-- 
ture: But rather, that all Things ought to be examined 
and tried by the Rule and Square thereof. And yet, 
notwithſtanding this Declaration, this ſame Church 
of France obliged all Miniſters to ſubſcribe other 
Articles of Faith, containing the Thoughts and 
Judgment of John Calvin who drewthem up. The 
_ tenth Canon of the firſt Synod at Paris, 1559, runs 
thus: + If a People, not having the Miniſtry of the 
Mord of God ſetiled amongſt them, ſhould chooſe unto 
themſelves a Paſtor ; the neighbouring Church ſhall ami- 
cably and earneſtly intreat him to confer with them, and 
exbort him to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and Church- 
Diſcipline, eſtabliſhed among us: And in Caſe of refuſing 
fuch Subſcription, three or four Miniſters of the next 
Churches ſhall aſſemble together woith their Elders, and 
ſhall then declare bim a Schiſmatic, and the People ſhall 
be adviſed to avoid ſuch a Perſon, i. e. They, who at 
the ſame Time openly and ſtrongly profeſſed there 
was no other Rule of Faith beſides the Holy Scrip- 
tures, by this Canon directed Miniſters and People 
to do all in their Power to ruin the Man, who re- 
fuſed to ſubſcribe the Thoughts and Judgment of 
Jobn Calvin, which he had modelled into a Formu- 
uick's Syod, Vol. I. p. 7. + Synod. Vol. I. p. 3. 
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lary of Faith. But this is the manifeſt and publick 

Inconſiſtency in which all, or the greateſt Part of 
the Reformed Churches have perſiſted to this Day. 
They all profeſs the Scriptures to be the only Stan- 
dard of Faith and Truth, by which all the Decrees, 
Schemes, and Doctrines of Men are to be tried; 
And yet all of them require thoſe whom they accept 
for Miniſters to ſubſcribe certain Articles or Con- 
feſſions framed by fallible Men, and taken, for 
the moſt Part, from the faid Jahn Calvin's Scheme, 


as containing the true Chriſtian Faith; excluding 


all thoſe Miniſters from publick Offices and Emo- 
lumencs who refuſe ſuch Subſcription. Thus, accor- 
ding to our Proteſtant Eſtabliſhments, even in thoſe 
Churches, which boaſt of the greateſt Purity, the 


Integrity of Miniſters in their Youth, and at their 


Entrance upon the facred Work, is grieyouſly 
wounded. The firſt ſtep they take is proftituting 
their Conſciences to the unjuſt Commands of hus 
man Authority, and the ſordid Motive of tem- 
ral Gain. Thus, ſo far as the greateſt Part of 
roteſtant Eſtabliſhments have prevailed, Miniſters 
have not been allowed freely to 5 the Scriptures, 
or to examine the Doctrines which Men and Synods 
have decided, either before, or after their En- 
trance upon the Miniſtry. For, as few People care 
for that Honeſty, which is the Mother of Pover- 
ty; ſo who would like to fee any Truth in Scrip- 
ture, the Profeſſion of which would reduce a Man 
to a ſtarving Condition? Or to what Purpoſe 
ſhould he take a Bible into his Hands, who muſt 


find nothing in it but what Calvin judged to be true, 


and is ſworn to wink hard at all the reſt? Any 
further Light or Truth muſt appear, not amiable - 
and welcome, but ſhocking and hateful to a Man 
in ſuch Circumſtances. Thus Miniſters are,. in ef- 


fect, by the folemneſt Ties engaged, and by the 


ſtrongeſt Motives of temporal Intereſt conſtrained, 
; pee "oe 


[ 82 ] 

to wreſt the Word of God, and make it ſpeak the 
Senſe of Jobn Calvin, or of any other human 
Scheme they have ſworn and ſubſcribed to believe 
and maintain. Thus, prompted by the Deſire of 
popular Eſteem, and the Shame of being publickly 
3} out of Congregations, Miniſters have been 
afraid of free Enquiry, diſpleaſed, if not entaged 
at any that offered to convince them of an Error. 
Hence their whole Study was to confirm themſelves 
in the Points they had folemnly embraced. Hence 
they were ready to catch hold of any Twig to ſup- 
port thoſe Points, and to magnify any Thing in the 
Scriptures, which ſeemed to favour of them, into a 
Demonſtration, Thus Mens Wits have been ſet 
upon the Rack to invent Hypotheſes or Suppoſitions, 
to make their Necks as eaſy in the Collar as poſſible; 
and he hath been applauded as the moſt excellent 
Genius, that could give an Error the greateſt Sew 
of Probability ; and Divinity hath been a Trial 
of Invention and Subtilty, more than a Know- 
ledge of the Truth. Thus Abſurdities have multi- 
plied upon us, and the Learned in endeavouring to 
ſupport one, have created many. Thus the whole 
Body of original Ignorance, which our firſt Refor- 
mers, or rather Calvin alone, brought out of Po- 
ry, hath not only been eſtabliſhed, and made 
the due Boundary of Faith and Knowledge, but en- 
larged. And had it not been for ſome excellent 
Men of uncommon Underſtanding and Courage, 
who dared to peep beyond the Pale of the 
_ Encloſure, where, like Cattle, we are all impounded, 
who can tell to what Degrees of Ignorancewe had by 
this Time arrived ? Thus Deiſm hath increaſed upon 
us, through the obſtinate Defence of manifeſt Incon- 
ſiſtencies, as belonging to the Chriſtian Faith. 
Thus Miniſters have been brought into Contempt, 
and they and their People have fallen into a thought- 
leſs, unenquiring State. Inſtead of fearching the 
5 5 Scrip- 
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Scriptures, and taking due Pains to draw Water out of 
the Wells of Salvation, they have acquieſced in the 
Forms provided to their Hands; and fo Miniſters 
have been learned, fluent Preachers, and People 
good Chriſtians, upon a ſmall Stock of Scripture- 
Knowledge. Thus we have retained the Name 
without the Reality of ſtudying the Scriptures. 
Thus the Schemes of the Reformers, under Pretence 
of being drawn from Scripture, have been ſub- 


ſtituted in the Place thereof. Thus Congregations 


have in Time, and by the Force of Cuſtom, turned 
that into a Rule, which was at firſt impoſed upon 
_ them in the Days of their Ignorance; and at length 
are brought to think, it is their Duty to condemn 
and eject thoſe, as unſound, who have Senſe and Cou- 
rage enough to diſclaim commonly received Errors. 
Ay from all this we may judge, how Errors 
were introduced, and how they have been retained 
and defended. They were introduced by a De- 
fect of Knowledge in the firſt Reformers, and have 
been ſupported by Cuſtom, and the Tyranny of hu- 


man Power. Laſtly, Thus Mr. S. may clearly ſee * 


the Difference between a Man's preaching or writ- 
ing for the Inſtruction of others, and his forming 
his Sentiments into Rules of Faith, and impoſing 
them upon the Conſciences of thoſe who are ob- 
noxious to him. | | 
IT is no Pleaſure to me to dwell upon the Faults 
or Defects of our Reformers. I am ready to give 
them all the Praiſe and Honour due to Men who 
made a brave Stand upon the Uſurpation of the 
Church of Rome. But it is impoſſible we ſhould 
correct the Diſorders and Clogs upon Religion, 
which have deſcended down from them, without 
expoſing and cenſuring their Miſtakes ; which yet 
are open to all the World, and have been a ſtron 
Bar in the Way of Reformation, and the 3 
of true Light. But which Way ſhall you look with 
| 9 L 2 1 
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which ſtands neither in Numbers, 


and fetch Doctrine and Faith truly and imparti 


yy ; * 
. 1 
any Hopes of a Remedy? Diss TER, you 
have taken the moſt ſolid and juſtifiable Steps to- 
wards the Cure of our Diſtempers. You may re- 


form what is yet amiſs. And conſider, if it is not 


the Part aſſigned to you, whom a kind Providence 
hath in a great Meaſure freed from the Slavery of 
human Impoſitions, to perfect this good Work ? 
Is not this the beſt Way of vg your Intereſt, 

Power, Wealth 
or Policy, but deriveth its Dignity and Strength 
only from the TRV TH known, profeſſed and pra- 
ctiſed? Doth not God juſtly expect Reformation 
from you for the Favours he hath conferred for 
many Years Paſt ? Will'it not be your Glory and 
Honour to the End of the World? 

„ Bur what would you have us do?” — Think 
not you are ſo pure as to need no further Waſhing, 
or that you are got perfectly clear of Romiſb Prin- 


ciples, becauſe you have renounced external Com- 


munion with the Church of Rome. Not only pro- 
feſs, but in Faft make the Scriptures the only Rule of 


Chriſtian Knowledge and Practice. Uſe them every 


Man for the Enlightening and Direction of his own 
Mind, and not for judging and impoſing upon his 
Chriſtian Brother. Let Charity be the Soul 
of your Profeſſion. Hate, and put away from you 
all Wickedneſs, and then think of cenfuring and 
condemning erroneous . Judgments, when you are 
ſure you are free from Error your ſelves. Caft out of 
your Academies Syſtems of Divinity compoſed upon 
the whimſical Learning of the Popiſh Schools. There 
is more Truth in one Paragraph of the Apoſtolic Writ- 
1ngs, than in whole Cart-Loads of ſuch Lumber, 


which ſerveth only to confound the Underſtanding 


and clog the Conſcience. Let the New Teftament 
be the Plan of educating Youth for the Miniſtry, 
'Let them learn to underſtand thoſe divine 3 

ly 


from 
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from thence. Throw off your Prejudices and Pre- 


| Js — Have your Minds open to the Truth. 
Int upon it that your Miniſters reject human 
Schemès; that they ſtudy impartially, and profeſs 


and preach freely, what they find in the Word of 
God. And do you herein join Iſſue with them, 
and on your Part diligently read, and carefully en- 
deavour to gain the genuine Senſe of Scrip- 


“ But will not ſuch Liberties introduce a Vas 
«© ety of Sentiments, and conſequently Contentions 


«© and Diviſions? * How can this be, if all cloſe- 
ly follow one Rule? To thoſe who are under any 


wrong Byaſs, Scripture Knowledge muſt be per- 
plexed and uncertain: but to the unprejudiced, it 
will be as the ſhining Light, that fhineth more and 
more unto the perfect Day; and we ſhall find, that 
as it was from one end to the other indited by the 


fame Spirit, ſo it contains invariably the ſame Truth; 
and that they who amicably endeavour to diſcover 
it will be enriched with an ineſtimable Treaſure ; 
and where they differ will learn to bear with one 
another, and to cultivate Peace, Love, and Bro- 
therly-Kindneſs, Virtues ſuperior to the higheſt 
Attainments in Knowledge. In this Way, indeed, 


you muſt diſcard ſome of the Principles, which you 


haye embraced as Fundamental to Chriſtianity, 


when in Truth they have nothing to do with it. 


But ſurely it will be a happy Exchange to gain the 
ſolid Wheat, by throwing away the Chaff, which 


hath ſerved only to ſtarve the Mind. 


WHrarT I have ſaid concerning the Principles and 
Practice of our firſt Reformers, I am ſenſible may 


be taken as an Apology for Mr. S. And I am | 


freely willing it ſhould, I own he hath ated in 
Mr. R—v's Affair upon the Principles, but the worſ 


Part of the Principles, of the Reformers : Not the 
Principles -upon which they ſeparated from the 


Church 


* 


| VE [ 86 ] | 
Church of Rome, but wherein they conformed to 
her; the Principles of ſpiritual Tyranny and Perſe- 
cution. And I am ſorry to find Mr. S. carried ſo 
far away with them. That Sentence of his, p. 6. 
J. 20. giveth me no ſmall Diſguſt.— As the Wiſdom - 
of civil States hath thought Gibbets, Fines and temporal 
Puniſhments neceſſary for the preſerving the Peace of 
tbe State ; ſo Feſus Chriſt bath appointed Church-cenſures, 
for the preſerving the Peace and Welfare of religious 
Societies, I wiſh thoſe Gibbets and Fines had ſtood at 
a greater Diſtance from Church-cenſures, Had 
this come from any other than a Proteſtant Pen, I 
ſhould have ſaid it looked with too favourable an 
Eye upon the cruel Apparatus of the Inquifition. But 
Mr. S. declareth, p, 63. That a revengeful Diſpoſition, 
in defering the Deſtruttion of the Bodies of Men, is con- 
trary to the Command of God, and the true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity. And yet I fear this, which ſeems to be 
extorted by the Force of Argument, will nat ſtand 
for much, if we conſider, that his Cauſe muſt be do- 
fended; and that it can be defended only by Argu- ' 
ment or Perſecution. Upon the Foot of Argument 
R- proved ſuch a ſtubborn, litigious, wrangling Per- 
ſon, p. 47. and put ſo many Queſtions, which Mr. 
S. could not anſwer, that they could never bave 
brought the Matter to any Iſſue had they indulged him 
in that Way. Men of Mr. Ss Spirit have the 
ſtrongeſt Averſion to Argument. One ſenſeleſs Que- 
ſtion authoritatively propoſed hath ever done more 
Execution upon Heretics than an hundred of their 
Arguments. Their Heads are not turned for Ar- 
gument; their Cauſe will not bear it. But bad as 
it is, it muſt be defended; and there remains no other 
Way but Perſecution: Firſt III-will, Ill-words, 
Church-cenſures. And what if thoſe will not do? 
What if his Cauſe is rather hurt than helped by 
them? Why, ſtill it muft be defended, Here the ſe- 
cular Arm muſt be called in, and the wholeſome 
> Diſcipline 
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niſh Waters upon Pain of DEATH : Which was 


' Diſcipline of Impriſonment, Fines, and Gibbets, This, 


whatever Men profeſs, yea, though they have felt 
the Smart themſelves, is the ordinary Progreſs of 
this bitter, antichriſtan Spirit, where-ever it hath 


Power . The Independents of New England fled 


thither from the Zaudian Perſecution here at Home. 
When their Chriſtian Brethren, the Quakers, begun 
to come over into that Country, they were treated 


with the utmoſt Rigour by the Miniſters and Magi- 
ſtrates. In the Year 1656. a Law was made at 


Boſton, prohibiting all Maſtersof Ships to bring in any 
Quaters, and themſelves from coming in, on Penalty 
of the Houſe of Correction. One Nic. Upſal, arguing 
againſt the Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a Law, was 
fined, impriſoned, and laſtly baniſhed, This Law 
not proving effectual, another more cruel was made 
in 1658. That whoever brought in any Quakers 
ſhould forfeit one hundred Pounds: And whoever 


. entertained them, forty Shillings for every Hour; 


and both be impriſoned till Payment was made. 
And that every Male-Qyaker who came in, or 
ſhould ariſe among them, for the firſt and ſecond 
Offence ſhould have, firſt the one, then the other 
of his Ears cut off. A Female for the firſt OE 
fence was to be whipped ; for the ſecond, one of 
her Ears cut off; for the third Offence he or ſbe 


ſhould have their Tongues bored thro? with a hot 


Iron. And after each of theſe Inſtancesof Puniſhment, 
he or ſhe were to be kept at Work in the Houſe of 
Correction till they could be ſent away at their own 
Charge. Upon this Law ſome were ſcourged in a 
moſt barbarous Manner. But a Spirit of Perſecu- 
tion, where its Hands are at Liberty, never flops ſhort 
of - Death. This was till too mild. Norion and 
others of the Miniſters petitioned for a Law to ba- 


ob- 


* Chandler's Hiſt, Perſte. p. 396, 4 Book which ould be in 
every Family. 85 75 1 
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obtained. The Crimes in this Law laid to their 
Charge, were denying civil Reſpect to Equals, and 
Superiors, and withdrawing from the Aſſemblies of 
theſe Independent Perſecutors, and inſtead thereof 
frequenting their own Meetings in Oppoſition to 
their Church order, and holding Tenets oppoſite to 
the Ox THoDOX, received Opinions of the GopLy, 
And with theſe Quaters they joined any that ſhould 
vindicate them, or condemn the Proceedings of 
that Court, who made the Law, as equally guilty 
with the Quakers themſelves. Upon this Law they 
inhumanly murthered ſeveral innocent Perſons, ſeve- 
ral of their Prieſts ſtanding by to ſee them execu- 
ted. Thus V. Robinſon, Merchant, Marmaduke 
Stephenſon, Mary Dyer, and V. Leddra, were hanged 
at Boſton, for no other Crime but being Quakers, 
And they would have gone on in this religious 
Butchery, had not K. Charles II. put a Stop to thoſe 
bloody Proceedings by his Mandamus. Various 
were the Cruelties theſe Poor People ſuffered from 
Men, who had been perſecuted themſelves, who 
had fled to diſtant Countries from Perſecution ; from 
GODLY, ORTHoDox Men, who yet appeared to have 
no better Principles, no more Charity, Forbear- 
ance, Compaſſion and Humanity than Biſhop Laud, 
or any of his Brethren, againſt whom they fo bit- 
terly exclaimed. _ F | #) 
- TexorRance and Perſecution of true Religion 
are conſiſtent with a high Profeſſion of 'Godlinefs 
and they may really hate Goodneſs and good Men, 
who yet pretend no ſmall Love to both. They 
who ſlew the Lord of Life thought themſelves at 
the Top of Piety and Religion, and faid, :1f zoe 
had been in the Days of our Fathers, «ve would not 
have bern Partakers with them in the Blood of the Pro- 
phets, Mat. xxiii. 30. So much need have we all 
to conſider ſeriouſly of what Spirit we are. A 

blind Zeal will carry religious People to the To 


4. Bree 
of Actions. Mr. S. thinks Mr. Ru and his Friend 
deſorve to be expoſed, and feverely animadverted upon, 
p. 16. I. 22. Pray, Sir, a little Tenderdeſs and Gompaſſion 
for your Fallow-chriſtians ! But can he by virulence 
Language expoſe us worſe than he hath done? I hope 


ſecutions Will he ſeverely animadyert upon us by 
ſolid; nervous Arguments ? Let them be produ- 
ced. But I fear he means ſomething further, which 
he thinks we. deſerve, but, Thanks be to God, 
and a good Government, is not in his Power to 
inflict.—I wiſh my Friend Mr B- (for whom my 
Heart bleeds, that in his old Days he ſhould be 
drawn into ſuch unchriſtian Meaſures) the Deacons, 
and Elders, and the whole Church would examine 
their Hearts, duly weigh the Nature of the Cauſe 
in which they are imbarked, and how far ſuch a 
Spirit might poſſibly carry them. They have ſub- - 
ſcribed before all the World, that ſome of them _ 
were ready to think Mr. S. erred on the mild and chart- 
table Side, with Reſpect to Mr. R, p, 69. Alas, 
poor Souls! their Minds were upon the Spring, 
and, fluſhed with an ignorant Zeal, ready to W 
further Excurſions. 5 


"PB 


bs Catechiſm, (where is his boaſted Regard mn 
primitive Reformers, and to the Harmony 
Creeds and Confeſſions?) inſtead of Power and Glory 
inſerting all divine Perfeftions ; and moreover he 
framed a new Propoſition of his own, That the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is the one, true, ſupreme God, &c. quite 
different from all other Creeds and Confeffions. 
This he owns, and giveth a Reaſon for it, viz, That 
the Queſtions might anſwer the particular Turn the Arian 
| Controverſy bath taken at this Day, that they meg 
much the better detect R—n's Hereſy, p. 10. I. 6,-So 
iy, If this Gentleman cannot perſecute his 


ow-chriſtians upon old Creeds, he both can and 
| . M | will 


Yo of W c Be 


we have had our full Share of that Kind of Per- 5 


Mz. 6. dee che oth Propolion n eee, 


( 90 ] 
will coin new ones. See in this Inſtance how the Per- 
verſion of Religion was begun and carried on. 
Thus Hiſtory informs us, the Nicene Biſhops, being 
reſolved to cruſh the Arians, twice changed their 
Creed to make it ſtrong enough for the Purpoſe. 
And other Councils in After-times, upon no better 


= Principle, made what Alterations they thought fit. 
#40 But the Athang/ian Creed hath long been judged, 
oy even by Papiſts, the higheſt Pitch to which the Faith 
. can be ſkrewed. I grant Mr. $*s tacit Plea, p. 10. 
3 J. 10. That he hath zow as good a Right to frame 
i and alter Confeſſions of Faith, as ever any Church had. 


But upon a Review it muſt ſhock him a little, that 
he hath delivered a Chriſtian-brother to Satan for 
not believing what no Creed-compilers ever yet in- 
ſiſted upon. Did the very Bonners or Beetons in the 
Marian Perſecution ever change the Terms of Po- 
iſh Creeds to enſnare Heretics? And why did 
Mr. S. change the Words of his Creed? To ſuit 
and adapt them in ſuch a Manner as, might anſwer the 
particular Turn the Arian Controverſy hath taken at this 
Day. For, ſaith he, p. 10:—the modern Arians,—aſ- 
cribe to the Son all the divine Perfections, except Self-ori- 
gination, neceſſary Exiſtence, Independency, and abſolute 
Supremacy. And for this Reaſon, becauſe he is the 
Sox, the only begotten Son of Gop. God is his 
Go and FaTHER, How then can he be ſelf-ori- 
_.ginated, or have his Being from none? Self-origina- 
_ tion, Independency, and abſolute Supremacy, are in Scrip- 
ture conſtantly aſſigned to the Father alone, and 
to the Son always the contrary to theſe expreſly and 
poſitively. Thus the Men, he calls Arians, judge; 
and one would think very truly. But theſe ima- 
ginary Arians, are Heretics; and Mr. S. will detect 
their Hereſy. How? By the Rules of Truth? 
No, but by framing Propoſitions of his own in 
direct Oppoſition to what thoſe Arians hold, and 
by compelling their Aſſent to them, Becauſe his 


ſup- 
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ſappoſed Ariant deny Cbriſt is ſelf. exiſtent, indepen- 
dent, and abſolutely ſupreme, therefore Mr. S. af- 
firms, and will conſtrain them to affirm, that he 
is the one, true, ſupreme God. Cannot Mr. S. ſee 
how abſurd this Conduct is? Suppoſe the Arians 
ſhould prove, that if Feſus Chriſt is the one, ſupreme 
God, OVER ALL, and ABOVE ALL, there can be 
no other Perſon or Being equal to him; then this 
Gentleman, and his Society, (for here he joins them 
with himſelf,) to maintain the Supremacy of the 
Son, and to detect the Heretic, muſt change the 
Terms of their Queſtion again; and affirm the 
Son's Superiority to the Father, and the Father's 
Subordination to the Son. For it ſeems it is a Rule 
with them ever to turn wrong as the Arians turn 
right, And who can tell how that Faith may chop 
and change, which is modelled by a Spirit of Con- 
tradiction? But are not Mr. S. and his Society Chri- 


ſtians? And where is their Regard to the legiſla- 


tive Authority of the Lord Feſus Chriſt? Who 
2 them a Power to ſuit and adapt the Rule of 

aith at their Pleaſure ? Is not the Rule one, and 
the Words and Terms unalterably fixed ? Is he and 
his Church a Society wnited to improve upon old 
Errors, inſtead of peaceably following tbe Truth as 
it is in Feſus * Then methinks it is a Favour to be 
turned out of ſuch a Society, and I congratulate 


Mr. Rawſon upon his happy Deliverance from it. 


In the reſt of his prefatory Diſcourſe I ſee nothing 
fit to be further taken Notice of, except that Ar- 
gument, p. 13. We ſay, The Son of God emptied 


and humbled himſelf , that the Word became Fleſh, and 


dwelt among us; that being rich, for our Sakes he be- 
came poor, &c. This is expreſs Scripture. And 
how doth Mr. S. reconcile it with his Scheme? 
Thus: Hath the God of this World ſo blinded their Eyes, 
as not to be able to ſee that theſe Things are perfettly 


conſiſtent with the * of the divine Nature 
ve, 2 . 


a ] 
of the Word; which being united to bis 18 Nutur: 
in one Perſon, thoſe Properties which-import Chang eable- 
neſs and Mutability, as belonging to his human Nature, 
which he aſſumed, come to be AFFIRMED F bis 
whole Perſon ; as on the other Hand, Perfections, which 
are peculiar to his ſupreme divine Nature, are AFFIRM- 
ED of bis WHOLE PERSON alſo and of all this THE 
Un1on of bis two DISTINCT Natures is the FOUND a- 
TION f— 

Tux true State of the Caſe is this. When the 
Compilers of Creeds and Confeſſions had made the 
Son of God ſuch a Being as could not poſſibly be 

ſent of God, or be made Fleſh, or become poor, or 
empty himſelf : When they had made him in all Re- 
ſpects equal to his God and Father, who cannot poſſi- 
_ ( bly undergo any of theſe Changes, being neceſſarily 
and eternally unchangeable; they found themſelves 
miſerably diſtreſſed by the whole Current of Scrip- 
ture; eſpecially thoſe Texts which expreſly- affirm, 
that the WorRD, who was in the Begining with 
God, and was God, by whom all Things were created; 
chat this ſame Being, this very Word was made 
Hab, became a Man, and develt among us, John 
i. 1, 2, 3, 14. That being rich, he became poor, 
2 Cor. viii. 9. That being in the Form of God, be 
thought it not Robbery, a Seizure, to be equal, to be 
Uke, 10 God, but emptied himſelf, ſo it is in the Greek; 
be humbled bimfelf, Phil. ii. 6, 7. That zbe San of 
God, appointed Heir of all Things, 4 whom alſo God 
made the Worlds, «who was the Brightneſs of his Glory, 
the expreſs Image of his Perfon, an en all Things 
by the Word of bis Pomer; that this very fame, 
moſt excellent and glorious Being, the Son of God, 


did by HIMSELF Purge our Sins, and afterward ſat 
down on- the right Hand of the Majeſty on biph. And 


how. can the pretended Ortbodes poſtibly reconcile 
the expreſs Words, and moſt evident Senſe of 
webe Texts with their Scheme ? Error is ever fruit- 


ful 


it is aid of him in his be. Capacity, ot divine N. 
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| ful of Error, and learned Men, when they under- 


take to defend it, are never at a Loſs for one Eva» 
ſion or other. Thus they go to Work. Beſides 
the divine Nature of Chriſt they ſuppoſe a human 
Nature, conſiſting of a human Soul and - Body, 
Being thus provided of a Being, a Perſon, which 
could be born into the World, be tempted and 


ſuffer, they tell us, ſo far as I can underſtand 


them, that CHRIST, the Son of God, aſſumed 
this human Being or Perſon; this human Soul and 
Body, fo that his wwor x PERSON conſiſted of two 
PeRsoONs, or NaTUuREs, the Divine, which was 
the Son of God, perfect God, equal to the fupreme 
God in all Perfections; and the human Natare, 
which was born of the Virgin Mary, a perfect Man, 
of a reaſonable Soul and hnman Fleſh ſubſſting.— And 
how did the Son of God aſſume this human Soul 
and Body ?—His divine Nature was united to the 
human in one Perſon, by a peſtatical Union. _And 
what Sort of Union is that ?—lt is a Myſtery above 
our Underſtanding to comprehend —But do the 

Scriptures any where teach, that the Son of God 
was made Fleſh, or became a Man, only as he was 
bypeſtatically united to Man Jeſus No; but 
Things will not bear without ſuppoſing this p. 
tical Union. It is the Pillar of the whole Cauſe.— 
And to what Purpoſe doth it ferve?--It furniſheth 
a Rule of Interpretation; a Key to open the Senſs 


of Scripture. For upon the Foundation of this Union, 


the Properties of the human Nature, ſuch as 5. 
rance, Changeableneſs, Poverty, &c. may be AFFIRM- 
BD of his wnoLE PERSON, and confequently” of 
the divine as well as human Nature. And the 
Properties of the divine Nature, ſueh as Ulthangeds 
bleneſs, Onmiſcience, &c. may be ATI RM ED alls 
of his WHOLEE PERSON, and hots of the hu. 
man as well as divine Nature. And therefore when 


ture, 


| [94] . 
ture, that he was made Fleſh, emptied himſelf, and 
became poor, it is true, and, according to this Rule 
of Interpretation, is to be underſtood only of his 
kuman Nature. 0 . 
Bur I aſk again; Do Chriſt or his Apoſtles give 
us this Rule of Interpretation? Thoſe unjuſtly cal- 
led Arians take their Rules of interpreting Scripture 
from the Scripture it ſelf. But whence do the pre- 
tended Orthodox take this Rule ? They tell us it is 
neceſſary to explain the fundamental Article of 
Faith, upon the right Underſtanding of which our 
eternal Salvation depends. And why then hath 
the merciful Saviour, the faithful and true Wit- Tz 
neſs, no where given us this Rule? Can we ſuz - 
poſe he would leave us utterly at a Loſs how to judge 
and think in a Matter, upon the underſtanding of 
which our eternal Salvation depends; and which 
to our narrow Minds is attended with inſuperable 
Difficulties? And yet in all his Diſcourſes we have 
not the leaſt Intimation of this Rule, notwithſtand- 
ing the many Caſes which gave him Opportunity, 
and indeed made it neceſſary, to hint it, had it 
been a real and true Rule. Never doth he ſug- 
geſt, this is to be underſtood of my human, that 
of my divine Nature; or the Properties of my Bu- 
man Nature may be affirmed of my whole Perſon. 
A Demonſtration to me, that he did not think 
this Rule needful ; and that every Thing relating 
to his Nature or Perſon may be fully underſtood 
without it. | 
Bur further; this Rule labours under another 
great Inconvenience, viz. That it cannot be applied to 
the Texts it is intended to explain. For, whereas the 
Fouxp AT ION of it, as Mr. S. tells us, lieth in the 
Un rox of the divine Nature with the Human, theſe 
Texts ſpeak only of the divine Nature, not as in 
Union with the buman, but by it ſelf, ſingly and 


ſeparately conſidered, It was the Wop, not - 
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. 
he was already in Union with a Man, but the 
Word, in himſelf conſidered, the Word that was in 


tze Begining with God, and was God, by whom all Things 


were made; it was that Being or Perſon conſidered 


prior to his becoming a Man, who was made Fs, 


and dwelt among us, It was not a Perſon iq menſely 
rich, united to a Perſon very poor, who might 
upon the Foundation of that Union be affirmed. 
to be poor. No; but it was the rich Perſon con- 
TH himſelf, and by himſelf, before he came 
into the World in a State of Poverty; it was that 
rich Perſon diſtinctiy conſidered, who afterwards, 
thro* his unſpeakable Love, for our Sakes became 
poor. It was not the Perſon, who was in the Form 
of God in Union with the Perſon of a Man; it was 
not HE and another PzrsoNn jointly who emptied 
and humbled himſelf. No; but it was that very 
glorious Perſon, who was in the Form of God, conſi- 
dered ſingly and ſeparately, before he was united, 
as Mr. S. ſuppoſeth, to the human Nature, who 
emptied himſelf. Were it not that Men 
any Thing, this could not poſſibly be denied, it ftan 
ſo clear and ſtrong in Revelation, And thus this 
Rule of Interpretation fails in the main Deſign, as 
it cannot poſſibly be applied to thoſe Texts and ſeveral 
others, which ſhould be explained by it. The 
Ruhe ſtands upon the Foundation of a ſuppoſed actual 
Union between two Natures, viz. the Son of God, 
and a human Soul and Body: But the Texts ſpeak 
only of one of thoſe Natures, viz. the Son of God 
himſelf, conſidered not in Union with any other 
Nature, but ſingly, by himſelf, and diſtinct from 
all other Perſons or Natures, all Souls and Bodies 


whatſoever. The Rule ſuppoſeth the Son of God, 
in Fact, already in ſuch a State, that it may be 


affirmed of him, that he was changed : But the Texts 


| ſpeak of a quite different State, in which he was 


before he was changed, or before it could be affirmed 
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of him, that he was changed. And therefore any 
unprejudiced Perſon may ſee, the Rule ſhoots N 
of the Mark to which it is diretted. 

 BuT this is not all. I aſk again, Doth this 
Union make the Thing really true, that the Son of 
God vc made Pb, did empty and humble himſelf, 
and become poor ?—No ; for it is impoſſible, ſay they, 
that he who is equal to the Father in all Perfections, 
and conſequently in Unchangeableneſs, ſhould in any 
Reſpect be changed, emptied, humbled or made poor. 
Only upon the Foundation of this Union, it may be 
AFFIRMED, that his divine Nature was emptied, bum- 
bled and made poor. —So then, after all, this Union 
doth not ſhew us that the Son of God really was 
made Flofh, that he really emptied himſelf and became 
poor; but ſerveth only to account for a Manner of 
Speech, that it may be uſed without being liable to 
the Charge of a downright Falſity, tho? the Thing 
be really falſe in it ſelf, The Thing, that the Son 

of God was emptied, humbled, made Fu, and became 
dor; is really in the Scheme of thoſe who uſe this 
Rule of Explication, a Falſhood, and the Union is 
a Salvo for the Manner of ſpeaking, The Thing, 
with them, is not true, only it may be AI RME 
to be true upon the Foundation of this Union, 
Which Union hath Relation to Worps only, but 
doth not affect the Thing it ſei, nor hath any Man- 
ner of Relation to that. For notwithſtanding this 
Union, the Word, the Son of God, the divine Nature 
of Chriſt, which they ſuppoſe abſolutely unchange- 
able, did not change, did not become Fleſh, was not 
emptied, &c. only it might be AFFIRMED 1 become 
> &c, That is to fay, this hypoftatical Union is 
a mere Fiction and Illuſion, an Abſurdity invented 
to ſupport an Abſurdity. 

Txvs any Man, who hath Courage to open his 
Eyes, may fee that this Scheme $4ys the very 
FounDATION of Chriſtianity, the Incarnation and 

Sufferings 


Sufferingsofour Lox p. And here they, who undertake 
the Defence of it, are pinched and galled to the very 
Soul. And what do they do? Diſcern their Er- 
ror and correct it? No; it is upon one Account or 
other an important Article, and muſt be defended, 
Their learned, ingenious Men ſet their Heads to. 
work, and one invents this Suppoſition, and agother 
that, the Figments of their own Brain, without 
any Ground in Revelation, and ſtill incoſiſtent with _ 
its plain and obvious Language. 8 
Bur how clear and eaſy is the Scripture Account of 
our BLESSED LoR D? And how free from Perplexity 
are they who admit it upon its own true Principles ? 
Away with your fictitious Unions; it was the Word 
that was made Fleſh; that very Being and Perſon, 
who was in the Beginning with God, and was God, in 
great Power, Honour and Authority with the Father, 
and by whom be created all . that very Being, and 
no other, was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us. That 
very Being, and no other, who was poſſeſſed of 
heavenly Riches, for our Sakes became poor. He who 
was in the Form of God, who appeared in Glory to 
the Patriarchs and Prophets; he who from the Be- 
ginning of the World ated and ſpake in the Name, 
and Authority of the Father, he, and no other 
Perſon but he, emptied himſelf, and took upon bim the 
Form of a Servant. By his vERY Son God hath ſpo- 
ken unto us in theſe laſt Days, Heb. i. 1, 2, 3. By 
him, whom be appointed Heir of all Things, and by 
whom alſo he made the Worlds; by him, in his own, 
true, real, proper Perſon he bath ſpoken unto us. It 
was that very Being and Perſon, who was the Bright- 
neſs of the Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon, upholding all Things by the Word of bis Pots. 


er; it was that very Being who by HIMSELF purged 


our Sins, being made a Sacrifice for us. And to. 
ſuppoſe the Son of God to be of ſuch a Nature, 


\ 


that he could not in his own proper Perſon do thoſe 


Thin 85, 
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Things, is 10 ſubvert the Whole of Chriſtianity, and 
repreſent the Goſpel as a grand Deception. It was the 
Sox or Gop, and no other Soul or Spirit, who was 
born of the Virgin Mary, lived in Subjection to bis 
Parents, grew in Wiſdom, was tempted, went about 
Judea teaching and working Miracles, who ſaid, 
My Sou is, [or I am *] exceeding ſorrowful even unto 
Death, who cried out upon the Croſs, My God, 
my God, why haſt thou faſaken me? who became obedi- 
ent to Death, who roſe again the third Day, aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, and now fits there highly exalted 
above all Principality and Power, to be a Prince 
and a Saviour to us ſinful Men. And this is the 
WonpeR and the GLoxy of the Goſpel, that a 
Being of ſuch ſupereminent Excellency, Power, 
and Honour, ſhould give himſelf for us; that for us 
Men and our Salvation he came down from Hea- 
ven, and ook upon him the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, 
This is Grace, which I make no Doubt raiſeth the 
Admiration of more Worlds than ours. This is 
the Love of God for ever to be adored, that be 
gave his only begotten Son for us; that he ſpared not bis 
OWN Sor, a Perſon the deareſt to him, and in his 
higheſt Eſteem, but delivered him up for us all. How 
aſtoniſhing beyond Thought and Expreſſion is the 
Love of God! How amazing the Grace and Con- 
deſcenſion of our Loxp JESUS CHRIST! How 
mighty, how honourable and excellent are the Acts 
of Love and Righteouſneſs he hath performed in 
Obedience to God, and in Goodwill 6 periſhing 
Men? Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain' to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſitp ; the Lamb, who hath 
redeemed us to God by bis Blood, It is a delightful 
Theme, full of Comfort, Joy and good Hope. 
Thus we do confeſs that CHRIST is really, wy 

| 3 | an 


See Jud. x. 16. Prov. vi. 16. in the Margin. Jer. xii. 7. 
34, 19,32, 41. Mat. xii, 18. Heb, x. 38. 
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and properly, in his own Perſon, come in the Fleſh, 
1 John iv. 2. We believe and acknowledge, that 
the WorD, who was with God, and by whom 


God created all, hath bought and redeemed us 


with his own Blood, the Blood of that Body in which 


4 


he dwelt, or tabernacled, amongſt us. 1 

Bur in Truth, thoſe who embrace the common 
Schemes, which have for above 13 hundred Years 
been impoſed upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians 


by all Manner of ſpiritual and temporal Tyranny ; 


thoſe Perſons, in Effect and by Conſequence, do not 


confeſs that CHRIST is come in the Fleſh, For they re- 
preſent the Son of God to be ſuch a Being, that he 
could not poſſibly come in the Fleſh, empty himſelf, or 


redeem us with his own Blood. For being ſuppoſed 
equal to the Father in Nature and all Perfections, 


he could not poſſibly admit of any Change of 
State. Thus, as I have faid, by ſcholaſtic Inven- 
tions, they quibble away the very Foundation of 
Chriſtianity, the Incarnation of the Son of God. 
Thus, in Effect, they deny that Feſus, the Man 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; thus, in Effect 
they deny the Son, 1 John ii. 22, 23. The Father 


ſent the Sow to be the Saviour of the World. —1v. 14. 


But they, in Effect, do not believe that Feſus, the 
Man Jeſus, who appeared and lived among us, is 
the Son or Gon,—v. 3. Thus, in Effect, they 
believe not the Record God hath given of his Sox, viz. 


that he ſent him into. the World, and gave 


him for us. v. 10. And in this they agree with the 
old Heretics, who firſt began to corrupt the Chriſt- 
jan Faith, by affirming that the Man Feſus was not 
the Son or Gop, and that the Son of God did not 
really and actually live, and ſuffer in our Fleſh, but 
in Appearance only. This is that very Antichriſt 
which was in the World, even in the Apoſtles 
Days, and againſt which they fo frequently caution 
the Chriſtian Churches. See 1 Jobn ii. 18—27.—iv. 
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1,.2,.3.—v. 1, 5,: 10, 20. 2 Jobn, ver. 7—11. 
Jude 3, 4. Thus they reduce the Perſon who call- 
ed himſelf the Son of God, and ſuffered. at Feruſalem, 
to no more, in Reality, than a human Soul and Body; 
the true S of God, being according to them in 
ſuch a State, that he could be related to that hu- 
man Soul and Body, that Man, who was called 
Jeſus, no other Way than by a certain Union, 
which effected nothing. And thus their Scheme 


ends in what is reputed Socinianiſin. For in Truth, 


and Fact, according to them, it was only a human 
Soul and Body in a feigned Union with the Son of 
God, which was born and ſuffered upon the Croſs, 
and not the vERY Son OF GOD HIMSELF. 
Bur after all, many honeſt Men, who neither 
own nor ſee the abſurd and hurtful Conſequences of 
their own Opinions, and who, as well as we, fear 
God, and, thro! his Grace, hope for Salvation by 
Feſus Chriſt, will, I doubt not, thro' Infirmity and 
Want of proper Evidence, retain theſe groundleſs 
and confuſed Notions of our Redeemer. What 
muſt we do in this Caſe ? Hate, revile and caſt out 
one another ? God forbid. Let Men of intempe- 
rate Zeal give into ſuch unchriſtian Meaſures ; doe 
abhor and diſclaim, them. Perſecution is ſuch an 
henious Sin in the Sight of God, and we are fo un- 
fit to be Judges one of another; that we dare do 
nothing unkind or cruel to thoſe who differ from 
us. WE ARE FoR PEACE and Love with ALL 
CHRISTIANS. Wickedneſs ſhould ever be hateful 
to us, but Weakneſs of Judgment, and Error of 
VU nderſtanding are conſiſtent with Integrity. Many 
a good Man hath been in a great Miſtake, Here 
then the Spirit of the Goſpel, Charity and mutual 
Forbearance ought to take Place, according to the 
Commands and Exhortations of our LoRD and his 
Apoſtles, Mat. v. 5, 7, 9. Bleſſed are the Meek ; 


Bleſſed are the Merciful ; bleſſed are the Peace-makers, 


John xil, 
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frequently is Love inculcate 
Conſciences by the moſt poſitive Precepts, the 


_ 
you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye alſo love one another. Rom. xii. 9, 10.—XV. 1,'5. 


1 Cor. i. 10. —Xiii. 1, 2, 3. Th” a Man ſpeak with 


the Tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Charity 


[Love to his Chriſtian Brother] be is Become as'ſound- 


ing Braſs, or a tinkling cymbal, And ibo he hath'the 
Gift f Propbecy, and underſtands all MysTzR188, 
and all Knowledge ; and tho he hath all FarTn, ſo. 
that he could remove Mountains, and hath no Charity, no 
Love to his Chriſtian Brother, he is NOTHING, 
And tho* he beſtows all his Goods 10 feed the Poor, 
and tho he giveth his Body to be 'burnt, and hath nut 
Charity, it profiteth him nothing. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
Gal. v. 9. Eph. iy. 1, 2, 3, 31, 32.—v. 1, 2. Phil. 
11. 1, 2, 3. Col. iii. 8. Put off all thoſe, Ager, 
Wrath, Malice; ver. 12. Put en (as -the 'Elett ef 


Cod, holy and beloved) Bowwels of Mercy, Kinineſs, 


Huibleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long: ſuſfering; forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one anotber, even as Chriſt for. 
gaveyou, ſo doye.—ver. 14. Heb. xiii. 1. Let brotherly Love 


continue. James ut. 14, &c. How ſweet and amiable! 


How kindand friendly isthe Koh of the Goſpel! How 
„and bound upon our 


moſt forcible Arguments, and endearing Conſide- 
rations? Can any Thing be more certain in the 
Rules of our Religion, than that we ought to ft 

preſs all turbulent Paſſions, Quarrels and Conten- 


tions, and exerciſe all Humility, Tenderneſt, 
Peaceableneſs? Is it any Thing near ſo plain, that 


we ought to cite and arraign, judge and eondemn 


our Brother, eſpecially upon any diſputable Points, 


4 


as that we ought to be of a charitable Difpoſi- 


tion towards him? | | 
Bur Mr. S. hath wrote a {mall "Treatiſe, upon 
the Right of Religious Societies to exclude heretical und 
ruh Members, which, with his other Principles, 
e would 


. 


' would throw us all into a State of perpetual Hatred, 
War and Confuſion. Heretics, and ſcandalous Offen- 
ders, are to be excommunicated, and delivered to 
Satan. But from the Scripture, the only Rule of 
our Religion, he doth not attempt to give one ſin- 
gle Mark, by which we may judge, who are He. 
retics, and ſcandalous Offenders, excepting that of 
Fundamental Errors, which, according to him, are 
what any one is pleaſed to make them. Here then 
Mr. S. pr 8 a Method of purging the Church, 
which will equally ſuit all Sides, and ſerve any 
Cauſe, how bad ſoever. He hath judged R a 
Heretic: R- hath as much, if not more, Rea- 
ſon to judge him a Heretic. He hath excommu- 
nicated Ru, and R— had he Power might ex- 
communicate him. Thus Cefifure and Malice 
might walk their Rounds, and prompt us to bite and de- 
vour one another, till we were conſumed one of another, 
For, if we have no certain Rules of Church-Fellow. 
ſhip, no determinate Criterion whereby we can be 
aſſured any Perſon is a Heretic, we are left to all 
the Caprice of Fancy, Humour, or Paſſion; 
and any Man may, to gratify his Pride, or IIl- na- 
ture, make any Man an Heretic, at Diſcretion, and 
under an odious Name do him all the Miſchief in 
his Power. But hath the merciful and benevolent 
Feſus, the great Teacher and Example of Love 

and Goodneſs, thus left us to tear and abuſe one 
another without Reaſon, and without End ? You 
ſay, p. 29. It is true this Key of Diſcipline may be 
turned a wrong Way, and abuſed to very vile Purpoſes ; 
in which Caſe it becomes void and null, a mere empty 
Sound and Noiſe, without any Effect, &c. And if fo, 
ould not you upon ſolid Grounds of Scripture 
have ſhewn, that in R—zx's Caſe, you have not abu- 
fed this Ordinance, and turned the Key of Diſcipline a 
wrong Way ? But for any Thing you have advanced, 


2 W to me in this Light, Viz, © That 0 
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ce and your Society have either ignoranthy or prefumps 
ce pany fe ſet n ee the Temple of God, upon 
« the Throne of CHRIST, uſurping that Dominion 
« over the Faith and Conſciences of his profeſſed. 
<« Diſciples, ' which belongs to him alone. You 
e have taken upon you to alter the Terms of Chri- 
« ſtian Communion here, and of eternal Salvation here - 
after. Inſtead of the common Rule of our Faith, 
« delivered by the Spirit of God in Scriptures. 
« you have deviſed Propoſitions in your own Words, 
« and according to your own Judgment, as TESTS 
« of Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine: and herein 
C you have in Words gone beyond all the Corrupters 
«© of true Religion, even the Church of Rome it ſelf. 
« And upon your own deviſed Propoſitions, you 
e have branded as an Heretic, and caſt out of the 
Church, a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, who openly 
c before you all profeſſed his Faith in him, accor- 
ding to, and in the Words of, the Scriptures 
6 of Truth; for no other Reaſon, than. becauſe 
he refuſed to profeſs his Chriſtian Faith accord- 
ing to the Senſe of your Propoſitions.” This you 
have done, Which to me, judging by the Rules of 
the Goſpel, appears to be a Deed unjJusTIFIA- 
BLE, WICKED, and ABOMINABLE. You have 
perverted the Goſpel ; you have changed the Laws 
of Chriſt's Kingdom; you have aſſumed his Autho- 
rity to your ſelf ; and not only ſo, but you alſo en- 
deayour to eſtabliſh your own evil Deeds into a gene- 
ral Rule, by inviting and perſuading Proteſtant 
Diſſenters to copy after the Example you have ſet be- 
| fore them, p. 16. 1. 28. That you have drawn up 
Propoſitions in your own Words, and according to 
your own Judgment, as TzsTs- of true Chriſtian 
Faith, inſtead of Scripture Words, you acknow- 
ledge ; you. own the —— 3 you have pub- 
liſhed them your ſelf, p. 65, 66. you juſtify them, 
by alleging, That in the Caſe of Hereſy, Scripture- 
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Wordsare 1ot a. fufficient Mean to know whether Perſons ate. 


found, or take | the Scripture in a true Senſe, p. 50. in 


the Note. That you have in this Way changed he Rule, 
of Faith even beyond any, who have been ſo Bold 
as to change it at all; you alſo confeſs, and under- 
take to juſtify, by alleging, That it was done for 
this End, that the Terms of your Qleſtions might an. 
fuer the particular Turn the Arian Controverſy hath taken, 
at'this Day, p. 10. 1. 8. That upon your own deviſed 
Propoſitions you have branded as an Heretic, and 


caſt out of the Church, Foſeph Rawſon, then a 
Member of your ſociety, for no other Reaſon than 


becauſe he refuſed to profeſs his Chriſtian Faith 
according to the Senſe of your own Propoſitions, 
you and your Society have given the Public a plain 
and expreſs Account in the Book I am now ex- 
amining. Therefore the Truth of theſe Facts will 
bear no Diſpute. You vindicate them, you glory in 
them. You and your Fellow-Paſtor, your ſuryiv- 
ing Elder, and your three Deacons, have atteſted. 
and avowed them in the Face of the Chriſtian 
World, by a formal Subſcription of your Names. Tam 
heartily priced, and ſorry for it. But you have made 
the Thing certain, and put your ſelves beyond a 
Poſſibility of denying or evading it. 

'- FTazrerore, Mr. S—'s Buſineſs is not to amuſe 
the World by pleading in general for the Right of re- 
ligious Societies to exclude heretical Members; but, to 
make his Cauſe good, he ſhould prove, and he is 


 publickly challenged to prove, the three following Proe 


ee 


1. That, 1 to the Writing s of the New 
Teſtament, a ſimple Miſtake of pats in underſtanding 


the Scriptures, conſtituteth a Man an Heretic, although 


be fincerely endeavours to know and prattiſe * Truth, 


I 3 it: let him prove it. 


"OY 


„„ 

Scripture· Hereſy is a Work of the Fliſb, and comes 
under the ſame general Notion with Adultery, 
Fornication, — Hatred, Strife, Seditions, — Mur- 
thers,—and ſuch like. See Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 
The Scripture-Heretic is deſcribed at large, Ads xx. 
29, 30. 2 Tim, iii. 1-7. Tit. i. 10—14, There 
the very Heretics are deſcribed, whom Titus was to 
reject, 2 Pet. ii. throughout. 1 John ii. 18, 19. 
2 Jobn 6-9. The Epiſtle of Jude. | | 


II. That any Propoſitions, ſuppoſed to be drawn ever 
ſo truly or exactly from Scripture by him, or any other 
Man, in his own Words, and after his own Judgment, 
are, by Divine Warrant, a Standard, by which the 
Sentiments of Chriſtians may and aught to be tried, whe- 
ther they be ſound, and agreeable to the Senſe of Scripture. 
I deny it; let him prove it. 


III. That he Lok p Jeſus Chriſt hath given bim, 
or any other Man, Authority in his Name to caſt out of 
Communion any profeſſed Chriſtian, who ſhall reef? any 
Propofitions, or the Senſe of any Propoſitions, drawn by 
him from Scripture, to the beſt of his own Judgment, as 
Standards and Teſts of Goſpel Faith and Dottrine, I 


deny it; let him prove it. 


Theſe are the Points Mr. S. is to prove, if he 
will make good his Cauſe, and convince Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, they may ſafely copy after his Example. 
And whenever he thinks fit to deliver his Senti- 
ments upon theſe Propoſitions, he may expect to 
have them examined with Candour and Impartiality. 
In oppoſition to the two laſt of theſe Propoſitions, 
I venture to affirm; That the Scriptures are the only 
Rule of Faith, in Matters of Revelation, to all 
Chriſtians, That the Words of that Rule, as de- 
livered to us by the Spirit of God, are eſſential to 
it: For take away the Words, and you take away 
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the Rale, as * to us by the Spirit of God, 

i. e. as it is the Object of our Faith That no Pro- 
poſitions, but ſuch as are the direct, expreſs Propoſi- 
tions of Scripture, are the Standard and Teſt of 
Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine. That, though we 
may uſe any Means of underſtanding Scripture, or 
cauſing it to be underſtood, yet no Man hath any 
Authority to deliver his own Judgment, or his own 
Senſe of Scripture, in his own Words, inſtead of 


the Scripture it ſelf, as obligatory upon Conſcience : 


For then he will have Authority to change the Rule 
of Faith, as his Judgment and Words happen to 
change; and ſo the Rule will be made uncertain 


and arbitrary, at the Will of proud or ignorant 


Men. Moreover, as we being many are one Body in 
Chriſt, as we are called and baptized imto ONE Bop v 
in the Unity of Faith and Spirit, if particular Men, 
or particular Chriſtian Societies, have a Right to 
make their own Deductions from Scripture the Stan- 
dard of Faith, and the Terms of Communion; then 
poſſibly there will be as many different Terms of 


Communion, and Standards of Faith, as there are 


Chriſtian Societies: and then the Body of Chriſt 
will be disjointed and divided into Many BODIESöJ; 


the Unity of Faith will be diſſolved; and the Unity 


of Spirit, Love and Peace, will be turned into Party- 
Zeal, Animoſity and Variance. And this, as I take 
it, bath been for many Ages, and ſtill is, the unbappy, 
UNCHRISTIAN State of the Chriſtian World. Further 
I advance ; while we all profeſs the Scriptures to be 
the Rule of Faith, while we all aſſent to the Y/erds 
thereof, and believe in Cn RIS according to the beſt 
Light we can, every one of us for our ſelves, derive 
from thence ; we have indeed Liberty to inform and 


inſtruct one another, but we have no Right as Ju pos, 


to enquire into one another's Sentiments, to ſet up 
our own Propoſitions or Notions for Standards to 
other Men, nor to reject any Chriſtian becauſe he 
doth not think _ ſpeak as we do, To his own 


Maſter 


„ 
Maſter he ſtands or falls, and not to us. Or in Mr. 
S 's own Words, p. 23. As every Man muſt give 
an Account of himſelf unto God, and anſwer for his own 
Soul, ſo he hath a Right tio PRIVATE JUDGMENT, 
independent of any Man, or Society of Men whatſoever. 
Nor can any claim a Right over the Conſciences of others, or 
exerciſe any Authority over them, farther than he is able 
zo enlighten them miniſterially by Reaſon and Scripture, and 
laying before them the Precepts of the Word, and enjoining 
the Commands of CarisT, and declaring IS Will, 
which ALONE binds the Conſcience. How Mr. S. fut- 
fered this to eſcape him, I cannot imagine: certain- 
ly it ruineth his whole Cauſe. | 

Tris Gentleman, if I am not much miſtaken, 
giveth a very wrong and imperfe& Account of de- 
livering to Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, p. 34. 
Deſtroying the Fleſh is a Thing quite different from 
mortifying of it. Mortifying the Fleſh is the volun- 
tary Act of a Perſon keeping his Body in Subje- 
ction by Temperance. But the Fleſh is deſtroyed only 
by Death or Diſeaſe, which corrupt and conſume 
it. The Deſtruction of the Fleſp, mentioned 1 Cor. v. 
95. was not a voluntary thing; was not an Act of 
Virtue ; but was to be inflicted upon the Offender 
by external Force, againſt his Will. Satan was to 
deſtroy his Fleſh. For according to the common 
Opinion and Language of the Jets, Diſeaſes were 
aſcribed to Satan, or evil Spirits; and an evil Spirit, 
and a Diſeaſe, were ſometimes ſynonymous *, 80 
Like xiii. 11. There was a Woman who had a Spirit 
of Infirmity. And our Saviour, ver. 16. faith, ought 
not this Woman whom Satan hath bound, 1. e. who 
| hath ſo long been miſerably crooked, and bowed 
down. Therefore to deliver a Man unto Satan, was 
to ſubject him to ſome grievous Diſtemper, to pain 
and macerate the Fleſh. The Caſe is this. Be- 

| > Of 2 ſides 


* Lightfoot's Heb. and Falun. Exercit. on Luke xiii, 11. 
Vol, II. p. 441. And on 1 Cor. v. 5. P. 749, 750. 
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files the falutary Miracles which God wrought by 
tie Hands of the Apoſtles, he thought fir their 
Miniſtry ſhould be attended with a Powe of in- 
flicting Death or Diſeaſe, to correct Diſorders; which 
otherwiſe would have ruined Chriſtianity in its Riſe 
and Infancy ? to reclaim bold and daring Offenders, 
and to ſtrike a Terror into others. So Ananias and Sap- 
phira were ſtruck dead: Elymas the Sorcerer blind; 
the Sons of Sceva {tripped and wounded by an evil 
Spirit, As xix. 16. The Corinthians, for their Irre- 
gularities in Divine Worſhip, were many of them ſick 
and wear, and many of them dead, 1 Cor. xi. 30. This, 
I doubt not, is the Rop the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
*I Cor. iv. 21. alluding, probably to the Rod of A es, 
wherewith he ſmote Pharaoh, and the Egyptions. He 
refers to this Power, 2 Cor. x. 6. Having, a Power, 
in Readineſs to revenge all Diſobedience, when the Obe- 
dience of ſuch as will take warning and amend, is 
fulfilled. And—xiii. 2. I told you before—and now 
write to them which have ſinned, and to all other, that 
if [when] I come again, I fhall not SPARE. And, 
ver. 10. I write theſe. Things being abſent, leſt, when 
T am preſent, I ſhould uſe SHARPNEss; according to 
the Powe R which the Lord hath given me to Edification, 
and not to Deſtruction. For, ver. 8. we can, by this Pow- 
ER, do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth. 
And, ver. g. glad the Apoſtle was, when he was WEAK, 
and the Corinthians were STRONG ; i. e. when, b 
their obedient Regards to the Truth, they had diſ- 
armed him of this Pow E R, which he cold not then 
exerciſe. And this is one Inſtance of the Abo- 
folic Power, to bind and looſe, to retain and remit 
Mens Sins, viz. the inflicting and removing bodily 
Diſtempegs 3 and not what Mr. F. ſuppoſeth, viz. the 
peculiar Virtue of his abſurd Sentence of Excommu- 
nication to reach the Conſcience, p. 29. 
From all this it is eaſy to ſee, that 10 deliver to Satan 
far the Defiruiion of the Fleſh, was TOY miracu - 


loup, 


= 
lous, which belonged ſolely to the Apoſtolic Office. 
For the Apoſtle claims it wholly to himſelf, under 
God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And none but an 
Apoſtle did ever exerciſe this Power. It was the 
| Apoſtle himſelf who delivered unto Satan Hymeneus 
and Alexander, two Apoſtates, who having renounc- 
ed Chriſtianity, oppoſed the Apoſtle, not without 
virulent, abuſive Language, 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. In 
this Caſe, he ſtruck them with the Apoſtolic Rod, 
inflicted ſome ſevere bodily Puniſhment upon them, 
to check their Inſolence and confound their Blaſphe- 
my. It was not the Church at Corinth, that deliver- 
ed the inceſtuous Perſon 10 Satan, but the Apoſtle 
bimfelf threatened to do it. For ſo the Words ex- 
preſly run, 1 Cor. v. 3. For 1 verily as abſent in the 
Body, but preſent in Spirit, have already judged, deter- 
mined and decreed, as tho? I were preſent, concerning 
him that hath ſo done this Deed; in the Name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered together, and 
my Spirit with the Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I 
have judged, decreed or purpoſed, 10 deliver ſuch a one 
unto Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spirit 
may be ſaved in the Day of our Lord. Parallel to this 
laſt Clauſe is 1 Cor. xi. 32. But when, or whereas, 
we are judged, by Sickneſs, Weakneſs and Death, 
we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we may not at laſt 
be condemned with the World, It was the Apoſtle, 
who purpoſed to ſtrike the inceſtuous Perſon with 
the Apoſtolic Rod. The Corinthian Church were in- 
deed to reprehend and chide him for his fault, 2 Cor. 
11. 6, It was their Duty to put him away from a- 
mong them, and not to accompany with him, till he 
repented and reformed, x Cor. v. 2, 9, 13. But this 
was all they could do, and all the Apoſtle expected 
from them, and he blameth them, that they had 
not done it before ; and their Negligence was one 
Reaſon why he ſhook the Apoſtolic Rod over the Of- 
fender's Head, to bring them, as well as him, to 


a Senſe 
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a Senſe of Duty. But it muſt be carefully obſery- 
ed, that the Apoſtle never a#ually ſtruck the 
Offender, or delivered him over to Satan. No ; the Corin- 
thians were ſorry for their Negligence, and imme- 
diately applied themſelves to their Duty, in reprov- 
ing and diſowning the guilty Perſon; who by ſuch 
Diſcipline, and the apoſtolic Threatening was 


brought to ſuch a Senſe of his Crime, that there 


was Danger he ſhould be ſwallowed up of too much Sor. 
row, T herefors the Apoſtle ſhewed him Favour, or, 
as we tranſlate it, forgave him; 2 Cor. ii. 9. i. e. did 
not ſtrike him with the Apoſtolic Rod; but declared, 
v. 6. the Puniſhment, it ſhould have been rendered, 
Rebuke, which was (not inflited, for that is not in 


the Greek, but) given by many, i. e. the whole Con- 


gregation, or the greateſt Part of them; the Apo- 
ſtle declared this Rebuke by the Congregation, as it 
had the deſired Effect, suFFICIENT, without the 


ſeverer Stroke of the Rop. This you have at large, 


2 Cor. ii. 1, — 11. For a fuller Explication of this 
Affair, ſee the Appendix. 

From all this I conclude, I. That the Apoſtles 
had the Power of Cbriſt attending their Miniſtry, 
to ſtrike Offenders with Death or Diſeaſe, as Occaſi- 
on required, whether the Perſons were preſent or 
abſent. II. That all the Pow R Chriſtians have, or 
ever at any Time had, 1s to obſerve what appears 
ſcandalous in the Converſation of their Fellow 
chriſtians, to admoniſh them, to diſown thoſe that 
refuſe to reform, and to ſhun their Society. And 
this is all the Powe R that can poſſibly be proved 
from Reaſon and Scripture, that Chriſtians have 
over one another. III. Not they that are miſtaken 
in their Opinions, but ſober in their Lives, are to be 
diſowned ; but the Apoſtle hath expreſly written, 


1 Cor. v. 11. that Chriſtians ſhould not keep Com- 


pany, if any Man that is called a Brother, be a Forni- 


Cater, or covetous, or an Idolater, or. a Railer, or 4 
Drunkard, 


11 } 1 

Drunkard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch a one, no nat. 
to eat. | 

Ms. S. in his True Narrative, hath confirmed the 
principal Facts in Rawſer*s, and diſproved ſeveral 
in his own. He indeed charges R- with Miſre- 
preſentations and Falſboods : But he is fo apt to give 
Things improper Names, that I am cautious of 
Aſſent. Eſpecially becauſe he no where appeals to 
the AUTHENTIC RECORDS of the Society, from 
which he, or ſome of his Friends, promiſed in two- 
printed Advertiſements, (the one pur into ſeveral 
News Papers, the other diſperſed about the Coun- 
try in ſingle Scraps) to publiſh a true Account of 
Rawſon's Affair. Both theſe Advertiſements are in 
Subſtance the ſame, and run thus. Whereas J. R-n, 
together with other of the Arian Party, bave publiſhed 
a falſe Narrative of his Caſe, —theſe are to give Notice 
—tbat the Congregation will in a ſhort Time publiſb a true 
Account of that Affair from the AuTHEN TI Re- 
CORDS of the Society, ſubſcribed by ſeveral of the prin- 
cipal Members thereof. Here Mr. S. or ſome of his 
Friends, did more than affirm in the Face of all 
Mankind, that they had Records, authentic Records, 
in which they had entred Rs Affair: They pro» 
miſe the World a faithful Copy or Extra& from thoſe 
Records, And why then no Appeal to them in all 
Mr. S—'s Narrative? Muſt it not be, either becauſe 
they have no ſuch Records; or, if they have, be- 
cauſe thoſe Records do not confirm Mr. $—s Ac- 
counts? He and his Society cannot be ignorant how 
they are charged upon this Head, I wiſh they 
would unravel the Affair a little, and make it ap- 
pear, that we have no Ground from this Part of 
their Conduct to obſerve, that a perſecuting Spirit ſtick- 
eth at nothing to ſerve its own Cauſe, and leads to all 
N EE 1 . 
| R. S. repreſents R- as a pitiſul Tool ſet 
the Arian Party in and about the Place 40 3 

7777777 
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Seeds 157 Haig and Diviſion among them;p. 9. Again, The 
Arian Party have made uſe of him, as à Tool, to 40 Our 
Society all the Miſchief they could, p. 48 y this one 
would imagine R was the Aggreſſor, that he 
begun to practiſe upon the Congregation firſt, and 
to broach his Sentiments among them with an In- 
tent to raiſe Diſturbances. But Mr. S. in other 
Places gives us to underſtand, that he and his So- 
ciety were the original Authors of all the Diſtur- 
bance. They entertained Suſpicions of R—n, p. 57, 
65. They were informed, and be was reputed to have 
drank in the Arian Hereſy, p. 64. For a Year to- 
gether they pumped him by one or other of their 
Members, and quired into bis Sentiments, put ſeveral 
Queſtions io him; his Anſwers increaſed their Suſpicion ; 
at laſt, contrary to his Intent or Deſire, zbey called 
Bim before them; he appeared; denied their Authority 10 
inquire into his Semtiments ; they ſift and examine him; 
put the Queſtion to him, p. 65. Bring their Witneſſes 
for yet fuller Evidence, p. 58. And were even forced 
tonew-model their own Creed, by ſaiting and adapting 
the Terms of their Queſtions, that they might ſo much 
the better detect his Hereſy, p. 10. It is undeniably 
plain Mr. S. and his Society were the firſt and 
grand Movers in the Affair. They themſelves, if 
he was a Tool, ſet him up for a Tool. They broke 
in upon their own Peace and his too ; and were the 
Cauſe of all the Miſchief done to themſelves and 
him. Rn, it is evident, was entirely paſſive, and 
acted only as he was compelled by them. And 
yet he is repreſented as a turbulent, ſeditious Perſon. 
This is the true Spirit of Perſecution, So our Lord 
and his Apoſtles were accuſed of Sedition. When 
Men of intemperate Zeal have raiſed Diſturbances, 
and in the Heat of Oppoſition have thrownall Things 
into Confuſion, then they add Iniquity to Iniquity 
by charging tha Miſchief they themſeves have done, 
upon the Peaceable Frofeſſors of Truth. | 
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Ax p why muſt R be loaded with the oppro- 
brious Name of an Offender, aſcandalous, notorious Offend- 
er? p. 7, 10, &c. Is he an Offender becauſe he could 


not think with Mr. 8. ? But wHat Fault in that? 


Can a Man force himſelf to think or believe as he 
pleaſeth ? The Perſuaſion of the Mind doth not de- 


Z pend upon the Choice of the Will; but upon In- 


formation, Light and Evidence. How could Mr. 


S. p. 68. expect R- ſhould repent of his believing 
what he was convinced was the Truth ?—Is he a 
ſcandalous Offender, becauſe he rejected Mr. Ses uſur- 


ped Authority and Juriſdiction over Conſcience ? In 
that he acted as became a good Chriſtian, and will 
be juſtified and honoured, by all who truly love 
and honour our LoR D Feſus Chriſt. - But he denied 
the true Divinity of our Lord, p. 53. It is falſe, 
R- did own the rue. Divinity of our LorD before 
them all, when he confeſſed, that God made all 
Things by him, and that he is the univerſal Savi- 
our, Lord and. Judge. See R—#'s Narrat. p. 21. 

Bur we are told, They ſe a Day apart for 
Humiliation and Prayer, for Light and Direction in the 
Affair of R—1's Suſpenſion, p. 65. But what Liebt 
and Direction can People expect, when they wilfully 
ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light and Truth God 
hath already given them in his Word? It is like a 
Man's praying God would feed and ſuſtain him, 


when he refuſeth to eat his Meat. And may we 


not put the Face of Religion upon Actions which 
contradict the Laws and Spirit of it ? What faith 
the Prophet? Iſaiah lviti. 4. Behold ye faſt for Strife 
and Debate, and to ſmite with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, 
Even Faſting is conſiſtent with the bittereſt Perſecu- 
tion, and moſt flagrant Injuſtice, 1 Kings xxi. 9, 10 

The Affectation of the Terms af Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, citing, ſummoning, ſentencing &c. are quite out 


; of the Spirit and St. ie of the Goſpel, And where 
in Scripture will he find . Difference between 


Suſpen- 
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Suſpenſion and Excommunication ;, or the greater and 
lelſer Excommunication ? They are the Fiction of the 
Schools, and have no Foundation in the Sacred 
Writings. There is no Medium, according to Goſ- 
pel- Rules, between putting a Man away from among 
1, and owning him as a Chriſtian Brother. For to 
put him away, whilſt his Offence is doubtful, is more 
than we can juſtify. The delivering a Man to Satan, is 
a. Thing quite different from Excommunication, 
and fo peculiar to the Apoſtolic Office, that in my 
Thoughts, he who ſhould now-a-Days pretend to 
aſſume, and ſhake the Apoſtolic Rod, in delivering a 
Perſon over to Satan, would act but like a poor Lu- 
natic in Bedlam, who fancies himſelf a King, plats 
Crowns of his Bed-ſtraw, and ſtruts and raves in the 
Style of Royalty.—But Mr. S. means no more by 
delivering to Satan, than declaring a Perſon re- delivered 
zo the Kingdom of Satan, p. 35. 1. 2. And yet this 
doth not ſeem to ſtand right. To be in the Kny- 
dom of Satan, according to Scripture-Language, 5 
to. be under heatheniſh Darkneſs and Idolatry, 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. And I would gladly know, 
what Senſe there can be in a Man's being delivered 
into that Condition ? or what End can be anſwered? 
But if Mr. S. intended by this Phraſe, of re-deliver- 
ing to the Kingdom of Satan, to ſoften his deliverin 
R—n over 10 Satan, why did he not uſe that Expre 
fion in the Form of Excommunication ? Why did 
he not ſuit and adapt his Terms, for once, to the 
Purpoſes of Charity? Was it becauſe he had a ſa- 
ered Regard to Scripture Words? But, to deteff 
the Heretic, he departed from them at Pleaſure, 
And it is worth his while to conſider, if a Spirit of 
erſecution did not prompt him to retain in the 
ntence a Scripture Phraſe of ſo dreadful Sound, 
ro anſwer another Turn, to blacken the ſuppoſed 
Offender, and repreſent him to weak Minds as = 
; es, co 
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vileſt of Men, in the moſt wretched and abandon 
ed Condition. 

Ir was abſurd in Mr. S. to addreſs his Sentence 
to an abſent Man: But his uſing the holy Name by 
which we are called, the Name of our Lozp Fefus 
Chriſt, to give Sanction to an Act ſo fooliſh and anti- 
chriſtian, is perfectly Shocking. 

TnESE Reflections J have made W any Ex: 
pectation of the leaſt temporal Advantage. I coves 
no Man's Money; I court no Man's Favour ; I 


thank God, I fear no Man's Diſpleaſure. I know 


whom I have truſted, even 57 the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, mighty to ſave, who will 
give Reward unto his Servants, ſmall and great. I write 
with no other View than to ſerve the Truth, the 
Cauſe of Chriſtian Liberty, Love and Peace, my 
good Friends at Nottingham, the Society of Caſtle- 
gate, and even Mr. SLoss himſelf, whoſe Welfare 
in all Reſpects I ſincerely deſire ; and heartily wiſh 
he may We admit what he ſees to be TRUE, 
and clearly diſcover, and unanſwerably confute 
whatever is FALSE. I am ſorry he hath given the 
Publick ſuch an indifferent Picture of himſelf, and 
that it was not in my Power to ſet him in a better 
Light. I can truly ſay, my Deſign is not to expoſe 
him, but to repreſent the falſe and miſchievous Nature 
of Perſecution. A popiſh, anti- chriſtian Spirit, I 
will ever oppoſe, as God ſhall enable me: But not- 
withſtanding any mere Difference of Opinion, 7 
cordially embrace him in the kindeſl Arms of Chriſtian 
Love. And when! O! when will the glorious Day 
ſhine upon our World, when Meekneſs, Forbear- 
ance, Charity, and Brotherly-kindnefſs, ſhall flou- 
riſh among Chriſtians ? when, ſetting aſide all Par- 
ty-ſchemes, —Zeal, and—odious Diſtinctions, all 
ſelfiſh Views, all worldly Emoluments, all Pride 
and Bigotry, all Prejudice, and Prepoſſeſſion, all 
Envy, Wrath and Bitterneſs, we ſhall receive one 
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another upon the true ſcriptural Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion, that with one Heart, and with one Mouth, 
we may all glorify the God and Father of our Lord Fejus 
Chrift ? When ſhall we ſee the Error and Miſchief 
of that deteſtable Principle That Difference of Fudg- 
ment, in finding out the true Senſe of Scripture, ſtrips a 
Man of his Chriſtian Character, and giveth us a Right 
to abuſe him ? When will the happy State of Things 
be errected, wherein the Wilneſſes of our Loxp 
Jeſus Chrift, who honeſtly endeavour to vindicate 
the Truth as it is him, ſhall no longer prophef 
. Clothed in Sackcloath *, under the heavy Burthen of 

unrighteous Cenſure and Infult? Come, Lok) 
Ixsus, COME QUICKLY. | 


| * Rev. xi. 3. 
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The APPENDIX. 


Ommentators ſeem to me not to have rightly 
underſtood the Senſe and Spirit of the Paſſages 
in the two Epiſtles to the Corinthians, relating to the 
inceſtuous Perſon. I ſubmit the following Parapbraſe 
and Remarks to the Judgment of the Learned. 


1 COR, Chap. IV. 

Ver. 18. Now ſome Ver. 18. But while I only 
To puffed up as though fend Meſſengers, and defer my 
ble nor come 2.99% coming to Corinth in Perſon, 
ſome grow inſolent, and dare 

to contemn my apoſtolic Miſſi- 
19. But I will come on and Authority. But by the 

to you ſhortly, if the Divine Permiſſion, I intend to 

tand will, and will be with you in a little Time: 
ow, not the Speech of 4 then 11 
them that are puffed up, AN n all examime not 
but the POWER. only the eloquent Diſcourſes of * 

thoſe inſolent Perſons, . but I 

urpoſe to have a Trial of 

get: Pawns with them,—For un 

der the preſent Diſpenſation, 

* POWER. wee 
to us by Werds and 3 ; 
"I „ f ut 


* Ver. 18. Q wn οοανοννjͤ ? uu, &c. Chap. v. 3. ws arav. 
Ng, as well as ut in 2 is ue Aus, 2 with Relation 
to Time, in all Authors, and frequently in the New Teflament. 
It fignifieth Wye x, Luke i. 23, 44.—ii. 15, 39.—iv. 25.—v. 
4.—Xt. 1.— * xy, 25.—Xix. 41. 75 ii. 23. And many other 
Places. W iL E, Luke xxiv. 32. John xx. 11. Afs i. 10.—X. 
17. Xii. 25.— Xvi. 4. —XXIi. 25. But aubile I come not ]] 


eff unto you me are puffed up. 
fe oY fe T + Per. 21. 
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but it is, in all thoſe who have 
a true apoſtolic Miſſion, attend- 


ed with the mighty Powz R of 
God, either working ſalutary 
Miracles, or inflicting Judg- 
ments upon the obſtinately dif- 
obedient. And I deſire you 
would all conſider, whether you 
chooſe I ſhould come among 
you in Severity or Clemency. 
For as you behave, I ſhall ap- 
pear, either with the Terrors 
of the apoſtolic Rod, Þ or 
in Love, and the Spirit of 
Gentleneſs.— And there is a 
Caſe, which, in the mean while, 
will put your Obedience to the 
Proof. All the World knows 
vou entertain amongſt you a 
Perſon, who is guilty of a Spe- 
cies of Fornication, to which 
even the Heathens themſelves 
are Strangers: a Perſon, who 
cohabits with his Father's Wife. 
And you truly, inſtead of 
being grieved at this ſcandalous 


Fact, and inſtead of removing 


the Offender from among you, 
are lead by Party-Zeal and 


Pride to connive at him, and 


Screen him. But how careleſs 
or diſorderly ſoever you are, I 
am reſolved to do my Duty; 
and therefore I do tell you aſ- 
ſuredly, * that even now, while 


21. What will ye? 
Shall I come unto you 
with the ROD, or in 
Love, and in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs ? | 


Cray. V. 


Ver. 1. I is report- 
ed commonly, that there 
is Fornication among 


you, and ſuch Fornica- 


tion, as is not ſo much 
as named among the 


_ Gentiles, that one ſhould 


have his Father's Wife. 


2. And ye are puffed 
up, aud have not ra- 
ther mourned, that he 
that hath done this Deed 
might be taken away 


From among you. 


3. For I werily as 
abſent in Body, but pre- 


ſent in Spirit, have 
judged already as though 


Iwere preſent, concern- 
ing him that hath done 
this Deed ; 1 

| In 


+ Ver. 21. Pag., the Rod, hath evident Reference to qua- 
ute, Power, in the two foregoing Verſes. 


Ver. 3. Eye ev yep is manifeſtly ſpaken in Þppoſition'to 


the 


2 * 


IS 
"AS 


4. In the Name of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
ewhen ye are gathered 
together, and my Spirit, 
 avith the PowER of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


5. To deliver ſuch a 
one unto Satan for the 
Deſtruction of the Fleſh, 
that the Spirit may be 
ſaved in the Day of the 
Lord Feſus. 


6. Your led 18 
not good : Know ye not 
that a little leaven 
| deawveneth the whole 
Lump? 


11191 gy 

L. am abſent in Perſon, but 
preſent with you in Spirit, [in a 
real concern, and Reſolution 
to aſſert my apoſtolic Authori- 
ty, and correct your diforders 
I have determined. ver. 5. 
to deliver the Man, who is 
guilty of this foul Crime, to 
Satan, to pain and conſume his 
wanton Fleſh, that being hum- 
bled, and brought to true Re- 


pentance, his Spirit may be 
ſaved in the Day of our Lord. 


—ver. 4. This Stroke I ſhall 
inflict by the Authority of eſtes 
Chriſt ; in an aſſembly of your 
Church, where my Spirit, my 
Heart and conſent, $ ſhall be 
with you, attended with the al- 
mighty Power of. our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, This I am deter- 
mined to do, unleſs you prevent 
it, by performing the Duty, 
you have hitherto neglected.) 
ver. 6. Your glorying in 


your new Leader, which hath. 


hindered you from doing your 
Duty in this Caſe, is highly 
blameable, and of pernicious 
Tendency. Know ye not that 
Wickedneſs, like Leaven, 


the Corinthians. You thro' a factious, inſolent Spirit negle& 
your Duty : But I truly—The Expreſſion carrieth in it an Air of 


Authority and Reſolution. 


Qs aTwoy. See the Note chap. iv. 18. 


the 5th. | 
$ 1 Theſ. ii. 17. 


The 4th Verſe is 


in a Parentheſis, and may be read after 
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ven of Uncleanneſs from among 


you, that you may be a new 


and pure Maſs according to the 
Profeſſion you make and the 


Obligations you are under to 


true Holineſs. For Chriſt our 
Paſſover is ſlain for us.— Then, 
as the Jets, after the Paſſover, 
kept the Feaſt of unleavened 
Bread, an Emblem of an holy 
Life, let us renounce all former 
Wickedneſs, and live accord- 
ing to the moſt perfect Rules 
of Truth. - Tou ſhould have 


put away this Fornicator, from 
amongſt you, upon the Inſtru- 


ctions I have already given you, 
without any further Interpoſi- 
tion of mine: For I wrote to you 
before, That you ſhould not 
keep Company with Fornica- 
tors. Meaning, not that you 
ſhould have no Manner of 
Converſation with the uncon- 
verted Heathens that are lewd, 
and vicious. For then it is not 
poſſible you ſhould do any buſi- 


neſs in the World. But if you 


miſtook me before, I tell you 
now expreſly, you are to have 
no Society with a profeſſed 


Chriſtian, who is lewd, cove- 


tous, an Idolater, Railer, Drun- 


kard, Extortioner, no, not ſo 
much as to eat with him.._.Not 


thoſe who are out of the Church, 


„ 
| is df A ſpreading Nature? % 
Purge out therefore the Lea- 


on. Purge out therk: 
fore the old leaven, that 


ye may be a new Lump, 
as ye are unleavened, 
For even Chriſt our 
Paſſover is ſacrificed 


for us. | 


2 Therefore let us 


keep the Feaft, not avith 
old leawen, neither auith 
the leaven of Malice 
and Wickedneſs ; but 


ewith the unleavened 


Bread of Sincerity and 


Truth, 


9.4 rote unto you 
in an Epiſtle, not to ac- 
company with Fornica- 
tors. 


10. Let net altogether 


evith the Fornicators 


of this World, or with 
the covetous, or Extor- 
tioners, or with Idola- 


ters; for then muſt ye 


needs go out of the 
World. 
11. But now I have 


auritten unto you, not 


to keep Company, if any 
Man that is called a 
Brother be a Fornica- 
tor, or Ccovetous,” or an 
Ilalater, or a Railer, 
or a Drunkard, or an 
Extortioner, with ſuch 
a one, no not to eat. 
12. For what haue 


J ta do to judge them 
{ 16:6 
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„ 
#16 that are without? whom we leave to the Judg- 
do not ye. judge them ment of God, but thoſe who 
that are viret - are Members of it, come un- 
” _ »* _*. » der the Rules of Chriſtian-Diſ- 
| W _ _ cCipline. - Wherefore, *if you 
th eas 31+. have any Regard to me, or any 
avay from among your Concern to prevent the threat- 
ſelves that wicked Per- ened Stroke of the apoſtolic 
fon. Rod, I charge you * apply 
your ſelves immediately to the 
putting away of that inceſtu- 
. ous Perſon. 


— AzovrT.the Succeſs of this apoſtolic Threatning 
and Command Paul was prodigiouſly ſollicitous. 
After the Letter he ſent Titus, and another Chriſt- 
ian Brother to Corinth, probably to obſerve, and 
bring him Word, what effect it had, 2 Cor. xi. 18. 
And very uneaſy he was till Titus returned, 2 Cor. 
11, 12, 13. But greatly comforted, when he found the 
Corinthians were rightly affected with this, and other 
Parts of his Letter, and had applied themſelves, 
with a Mixture. of Sorrow and Zeal to the reform- 
ing of this and other Diſorders ; had openly rebuked 
the Fornicator, and diſowned Communion with | 
him; by which he was brought to deep Humilia- : 
tion. This, probably the Corinthians had deſired | 
Titus to notify to the Apoſtle ; and that they were : 
expecting his further Orders about the inceſtuous 
Perſon. Upon this he wrote to them as follows. 


2 COR. Chap. II. 


Ver. 4. For out of Ver. 4, With a heavy Heart, 
| _ A ne and weeping Eyes, I wrote 
into jou wvith many unto you about the Caſe of _ 

| | | inceſtu- 
Vier. 13. Key Speis TW Tovepoy eg vpoy avlov. is a ſmart 
peremptory, authoritative,” and menacing Way of ſpeaking. q. d. 
I charge you put him away. 


N. 


| + | 122 ] Xx - 
Ag! inceſtuous Perſon z not to Cauſe Tears ; not that you 
_ == your Sorrow: but in Truth to te be grieved, but 
_ give a Demonſtration of my 28 kes Spy lp oe 
1034 ſtrong Affection to you. —In „ore abundantiy unto 
Eo my Letter I addreſſed my ſelf you. „ 
1 to the whole Congregation: 5, But if any have 
but that Affair gave me unea- %%, Grief, be bath 
| 5 not grieved me, but in 
fineſs only“ as to that Part which Part: that I may nit 
fideth with your new, Lead- overcharge you all. 
er: I did not queſtion the right 
obedience of the reſt, It is 
proper I ſhould inform you of 
this, that I may not lay, or con- 
tinue a Burthen of Sorrow where 
it is not due.—As to the Caſe 6. Sufficient to ſuch 
of that unhappy Perſon ; ſee- 4 Man is this Punifs 
ing the Rx BURN, & given by 70%, ee ME 
the whole Congregation, hath . 
had ſuch good Effects upon 3 


XY . 
P 

—ͤ ——é—U— reve es oa oe 
LY 


* Per. 5. Aw is here for & un, as Mat. xx. 23. Or we 
may ſuppoſe an Ellipſis. Thus: He hath occafioned Grief to mt 
{with reſpect to the whole Congregation} but only as to à Part 
of you. Ibid. Amo pes. St. Paul commonly uſeth this Phraſe 
to ſignify a Part of thoſe People to whom he writes. See Rom. 
xi. 25.—XVv. 15. 2 Cor. i. 14. And Whitby upon this Place. 
Ver. 6. Exilinia, the Nown, is uſed only in this Place of 
the New Teftament. But the Verb, ETi|1426, from whence it is | 
derived, occurs frequently; and always fignifieth to rebuke, to 
charge ſtri#ly : but never to puniſh. See Mat. viii. 26,—xii, 10- 
Xvi. 22.—xvii. 18.——XIX. 13.— XxX. 31. Mar. i. 2 5.—iii. 12. 
iv. 39.—vifi. 30, 32, 33.—ix. 25.—X. 13, 48. Luke iv. 35, 
| 39, 41.— viii. 24.—ix. 21, 42, 55. —Xvii. 3.* —xviil. 15, 39. 
ix. 39.—xxiii. 40. 2 Tim. iv. 2. Jude 9. Obſerve; in 
Luke xvii. 3. our Saviour, in giving the Rule, how we ought 
to deal with an offending Brother, uſeth a Word of the ſame 
Sort [e7i)1pnoow] with the Apoſtle here, in the ſame Cafe. 
Firſt we are to rebuke an offending Brother: or, as it is Mat. xv 
mh tell him of his Fault. Theſe are all the Places in the New 
eflament where Exiſinaw is uſed. = 5 
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ee Rom. 
is Place. 
Place of 
-nce it 1 
ebuke, to 
Xii. 10. 
— iii. 12. 
ke iv. 35 
i. 15, 39 
ſerve; 1 
we ought 
F the ſame 
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Frans] ; 
him, I judge that alone Su r- 
FICIENT, and do not intend 


to apply the apoſtolic Rod. 


7: So that contrari- On the contrary, + inſtead 
viſe, ye ought rather 


pling pong par is your Duty to ſhew him Fa- 
haps ſuch a one Gould vour, || to own him again as a 
be fwallowed up with chriſtian Brother, and to com- 
n fort him, for fear he ſhould, by 

too much Sorrow, be diſcourag- 


2 ed from the chriſtian Faith, 


8. Wherefore I be- and return into his former gen- 


feech you, that ye would tile State. —Upon which ac- 
| Q 2. . count, 


+ Bid. Tor] refers to his Character, as a Penitent; as Tord|ay * 


1 Cor. v. 5. refers to his bad Character. „ 
+ Ver. 7. Whether uyeillioy refers to wa jy S αο in ver. 5. 
as Mr, Lock thinks, or ſtands as I have put it, let the learned 


judge. I doubt not it refers to Riſes vin, as 2 eee | 
- Inſtead of proceding 


Boundary, of their Procedings. q. 
further, ue lion, on the contrary, you ought to retreat. 
Bid. XapiCopar doth not properly and peculiarly ſignify to 
forgive, or remit Sin: but to ſbew favour unto, to deal favours 
ably with, in oppoſition to rigorous Procedings. | 
Ver. 7. MyT&s---Latemo)n. This, I judge, refers to his 
Chriſtian State. The Apoſtle was afraid leſt, by an exceſſive 
Load of Grief, his Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion ſhould be over- 


whelmed, or made to vaniſh and ceaſe; (i. e. leſt he ſhould re- 


lapſe into Heatheniſm) in the ſame Senſe as Death or Mortality 


will entirely ceaſe, when perfect and endleſs Life commenceth, 


I Cor. xv. 54. 2 Cor, v. 4. Or as the Egyptians were overwhelm- 
ed and or, Ft in the red Sea, Heb, xi. 29. Thus the Adwer- 
fary the Devil, is ſaid, 1 Pet. v. 8. to ſwallow up, or devour 
Chriſtians, who are not ſober and watchful, when he draws 
them from the Principles of true Religion, into the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, or Heatheniſm. The Word in all theſe Places is the 
ſame as here in the Text. The Senſe I have given is confirmed 
by Hof. viii. 8. Iſrael is ſwallowed up: now ſhall they be among 


the Gentiles, &c. prophecying of the ten Tribes, which ſhould * 


be loſt among the Heathen, by being incorporated among them, 


returning no more to their own Land, See Hof. ix. 3, 
„% „ 


+ Per, 


of proceding any further, it 
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count, Þ I make it my earneſt, tonfrm your Lowe to- 
and particular Requeſt, thatyou ard bin. 
would renew and continue your 

former Love to him, as if he 

never had offended.—In this 9. For to this end 
whole Affair my Deſign was to % did 7 write, that 


| | I might know the prob 
try what Regards you had 3 ES anbedber 5 Fd 
me as the Apoſtle of Feſus obedient in all things. 


_ Chriſt : and I deſire you would 

give this further Proof, how ? 

willing you are to follow my 

Counſels and Directions. And 10. To whom ye for- 
be aſſured, I am ready on my C. 4% thing, , for. 


a ive alſo : FT for- 
Part, to deal favourably with e rm fe GE 


any Perſon, whom e, upon auhbom 1 forgave it, for 
his Repentance, ſhall think fit 9%, Sates forgave 1it, BW 
BLY to receive again into your Com- e Perſen of Chriſty | 
=__ munion. * And this I am bound , 
= to do by my Office, as I am 
+ the Servant of Chriſt, For if 
ws I have ſhewn Favour to the in- 
1 cCeſtous Perſon ; if I have for- 
. born the Uſe of the apoſtolic 
1 Rod, I have not done it upon 
:.; my own Head, or out of my 
= own perſonal Lenity and Kind- 
_ neſs ; but thro? you, [$i vuas] upon 
account of the proper Steps 
you have taken to reform 
him, and as diſpenſing to you 
the Lenity and Kindneſs of our 
Lord Fefſus Chriſt ; whoſe will 


11. Lift 


+ Ver. 8. At, is a Contraction of % o, the ſame as J\z 
TsTo, Which fignifies in relation, or reference to, the Affair laſt 
| mentioned. - „ f 
71 * 0/. How careful the Apoſtle is leaſt the Corinthians ſhould 
be too much frighted with the Terror of the apoſtolic Rod, and 
entertain an unfayourable Opinion of the Goſ; pel , As rigorous and 
ſevere, | 


1 


1. Liſt 


as cid 


fair laſt 


4 ſhould 
od, and 
rous and 


get an Advantage of us : 
for we are not ignorant | 


IIIiãũt is that the apoſtolic Rod ſhould 
11. Left Satan fbould be ſparingly applied. For this 
Reaſon ; that we, his Diſciples, 
may not, by coming too often 
under this ſevere Diſcipline, be 

over-reached by Satan, and 
tempted to deſpair, or to take 

a Diſtaſte againſt the Chriſti- 
an Religion: For we know 
he "defireth to have us, that be 
may fift us as heat, and taketh 
all Advantages to ſeduce, and 
turn us from the Truth. 


of his Devices. | 


For the following Reaſons I judge the Offender 
was not delivered to Satan; and that he came under 
no other kind of Diſcipline, but what was executed 
by the Congregation alone. | 5 

I. Bxcavst the Apoſtle evidently ſpeaks of what 
they were to do, and what he would do, as two 
different things. For he blameth them, that they 
had not done their Part without his further Admo- 


nitions, upon the Directions he had before given 
them, 1 Cor. v. 9. And he chargeth them expreſly 


to do it now. And his Orders to them, were not 


to deliver the Offender 7o Satan, but expreſly 10 caſt, 


to put him away from among ibem; to avoid his Fel- 
lowſhip. The delivering over to Satan was what be 
himſelf had determined to do, becauſe they had neg- 
lected to take him away from among them, 1 Cor. v. 2. 
and in oppoſition to this their neglect. For it im- 

mediately follows. Eyw ue yae. q. d. ** But how 


vain, how unconcerned and careleſs ſoever you 
are, I tell you for my part, I am reſolved to do 


„ my Duty as an Apoſtle.” 

II. The Particle an (2 Cor. ii. 6. Exſſiuus avly ; 
the Rebuke, the Cenſure it /elf given by the mam, 
i. e. by the Congregation,) plainly points at this; 

| That 


* A > 4 * : — 1 X — e 2 Fan wy * * * * 2 1 . nen . I 
r nen c , TI * n * W 
+ * . _ - . py j * 8 9 4 N 9 . 4 ae i. 
: 5 L : Y - 8 12 „ — 
2 V # * 3 7 

. , ” . 4 * * 
5 . RODS 7 9 * 
wk 7 + - 


* = 
* r 


8 
—— EY — 
3 
RS, : 


* 8 2 
2 — 
/ 8 - 
— a 
S * 1 
Se n 
2 


Hy "A 
FI 4 


Sx a. Ree 
3 I 3 , a 
0 * N 3 3 
* — — ee i * 
7 * my 8 . 
2 TY 7 2 
n "= 67% * 2 
s 7 Wes 
* : 
% * - 


— 
ME; I 


* 9 
LD 
N 


. 
wh 
5 
1 27 
7 
K * 
- * 


} 
* 


RO re SEES r * _ 2 5 
* — DER WO SET Eee noe —— 
i - a 9 _— 
Wor war ron * W — 
1 N 
5 * * 5 
— 0 2 
\ s 


3 * 3 * r - : r 
We 2 b Wy 1 8 rage > W's S 83 2 3 * 3 - # - FF ; N uy "ez ATA 
* i PASS . Y 2 e 2 Ends Oy 22 * = v5 88 9 
8 BY 1 S . 88 
++ 48 * bo 3 . . 2 ig 7 * 
24 I 7 7 Wo I a * 7 7 . : * CF o 7 : "I 2 4 
* - y p # BY. 1 , ** * * ER 4 1 % * : 
1 0 * « * * 
Y 6 F © SE , 
. * * « f 
þ > * 
5 | | | | | I | 1 26 
; T : - 2 * 
- 
That he 5 judged the Rebuke fafficient tpi any 


further on. = 
ay, That the Rebuke it ſelf, or ther Rebuke alone, 


Otherwiſe, why ſhould he 


gen by the Congregation, was ficient? 

III. He doth not ſay one Word, 2 Cor. ii. 411. 
of. releaſing the penitent Offender out of the Hands 
of Satay, Which ſurely he would have done, had 
he delivered him to Satan. But all that was to be 
done in reſtoring him, was to be done by the Ce 


 rintbian Church, in renewing their Love to him. And 4 
as to the Affair of delivering him to Satan, he touch- 


eth upon it no further than to give a Reaſon, why 


it was the Will of Chriſt, that the Diſciples ſhould 


not come too frequently under that kind of Diſci- 
pline, leſt they ſhould be over- reached by Satan, &c. 
Which falls in exactly with the Suppoſition, That [ 
the inceſtuous Perſon did not come under the Stroke 
of the apoſtolic Rod. But I ſubmit the whole to the 


g Creature of the Learned, 


C3 


